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LT Zives vat CAmMe out yawning, as
graceful a thing as treads upon the
earth, He was almost nine feet long

—u ¢nill AT the ena or bis WililsKers.

In the brush around him seemed to
madden him, They made a song to
him. a strange, wild melody that even
such frontlersmen as Dan and Len-
nox eould not experience, A thousand
smells brushed down to him on the
wind, more potent than any wine or
lust, He began to tremble all over
with rapture and excitement. But un-
llke Cranston's trembling, no wilder
ness enr wns keen enough to hear the
leaves rustling beneath him,
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The lttle, breathless night sounds

| and disappolntment,
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| wd¥s under the skin that no man may

natr stood still at his snowaers, mis

describe, as the far-off reports of a | claws were bared; he was prepared

rifle.  Just today Blacktall had seen
his doe fall bleeding when this same
sound, only londer, spoke from a |
covert from which Bert Cranston had |
poached her—and he left the lick In |
one hound.

Terrified thongh he was by the rifle |
shot, still Whisperfoot sprang. But |
the distance was too far, Hls out-
stretched paw hummed down four |
feet behind Blacktall’'s flank. Then
forgetting everything but his anger |
the great cougar
opened his mouth and howled.

to fight to the death., He didn’t nnder-
stand. He only ¥new the worst single
terror of his lNfe. It was not a dee
thut he bad attacked In the darkness,
It was not Urson the porcupine, or
even Woof,
ter of all things, man himseif, Un-
knowing, he had attacked Landy HIl-

" dreth, lylng wounded from Cranston's

bhullet beside the trall. Word of the
arson ring would never reach the set-
tlements, after all.

And as for Whisperfoot—the terror

that choked his heart with blood be- |

arther up the hill,
stand still, and In an Instant the man
would come in sight. I

He took one step Into the thickets,
prepared to conceal himself if it be |
came necessary, Then he walted. Soom |

| the man stepped out on the
It was that Imperial mas-

fin recognizing him. He

'mbout his own age, his own helght,

fie muT only tl:lI

trail.
Even at the distance of one hundred |
yards, Dan Lad no difficulty whatever |
could not
mistake this tall, dark formn, the soiled, |
slouchy clothes, the rough halr, the
Intent. dark features. It was a man
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Arrives San Franciseo 10:00 P. M. following evening

The long night was almost done ‘ gan to wear off in a little while, The
when he got sight of further game. | Man lay so still in the thickets. Be- | B=
Once a flock of grouse exploded with | sldes, there was a struwge, wild smell |

a roar of wings from a thicket; but [n the air. Whisperfoot's stroke had |
they had been wakened by the first | Bone home so true there had not even
whisper of dawn In the wind, and he heen a fight, The darkness began to |

from the tip of his nose to the end of e
his tall and he welghed as much as Shortly after nine o'clock, Whisper-
mguy a full-grown man. He stood and | feot enconntered his first herd of deer
yawned Insolently, for all the forest | But they eaught his scent and scat-
world to see. He rather hoped that | tered before he could get up to them
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them A certaln 1 re of respect He co he I ing up that Strangely enough,
e v stealin ler ut his anger at the same thme, It was true a——
winst he ended to any il that i rue that | .
M e i alkk for tn | T it she had an lrre ».\I;f le Impulse to go Dan Saw His Purpose
TR ] down n sit In the gri srns hest
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péath Hlis thurniiz lashing . .. 1 Same s 'hey always seemed more, and the dark, narrow eyves could !
razor-edged front hoofs - I ; :I 1 0 be surprised 10 see one another. In belong (0 oo one o B Cranston
I hotter «on 1 It har ¥ - - .
F denth. palnful and without dela) I eality, either of them would have He carried his vitlé loosely i his nrms
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