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TEHE TREY O HEARTS, 14+ Part,

CHAPTER XLVIL

T Last Warning

In tl p 3 . 1 1 du
of tha full
motor 0 he
el I f .
!I f
R ' d w
or | 1 hed
L8]
1 ' i I ]
i . s . o
qul i ! in
the t i 0 1 Hord |
hig der t 1 i i
than | ( 1

Al th r or to a
I betor Ll Tount { i
Mesgulte's one CHrn and
Mesquite Itself, t th T1 tten
hound gathered roond to v v this
wonder, Mr. Trine ndigr n and
chagrin distilled wor of polsonous

Import
Far from
plpe In mouth

resentir

hands In pocketa ad

mired and applauded, and rather re
gented the change that befell when
two other strang whose irlier ap
pearance In town had helped make
that one day memorable | nd all
others in Mesguit history) charged
out of the Mountain hou and
rupted the elder devil with cries of
greeting and jubilation

The leader of these answered to the
name of Marrophat hi 0 inion
was a person named Jimm Mes
quite noguired this inforn mn
through paying close attent to the
Bubstancs of thelr commu At
with the cripj re i il h
ever, It lear 1 el 1 2
geemod to have been accomplished by
the two, somothin that wa hlghly
gratifying to Sencea Trine: for |
chuckling almost  mirthfull hen
lifted from the car and earried Lot
the hotel

What passed between the trl ifter
they disappeared  behind it bed

chamber door Mesquite could | no
Menns g 'ut tha 1 celebration
O Bome Bort was in progresg wa

deneed by the frequency with which

Hmmy called on

Haguid refreshment

Marrophat and

bar for more

And toward midnight one belated
Mesquito paused in the street outsid
the Mountain house for one lagt euri
ous gtare at the lighted windo ol
Mr. Trine's quarters

He saw. clearly ilhounetted agn it
thie glowin nhl of the wind i
Mephistopheloan profile f i
Trine, distorted o h & I i il
cruelest jov that « r hoeart man
conceelved I MW Vo phat  aq
proach his master ith v drunken

swagger and a speech which, though
Indistingnlashable to 1l UNECen  an
ditor, unguestionab!ly aforded both of
the other men ample excuse for o

Foward It
Marrophat apparently capped the

statlie gloe
Mr

peak of jubllation by fumbling in hi
cont pocket and bringing forth soms
thing which strongly 1 mbled a sin
gle playing eard

Now when he had contrived to
master his mirth, the evlpple made a
gesture  which  eloquently  abolished
this eard, n gesture which uid qulte
plainly All that is finished e
thing hns served s PUTPOES To
hell with it!”

Wherenpon, with a smart Jork of |
wriet Ay Marrophat t h nril
Epinning and salling out through the
open window to K ftaec!t in th nleht,

The watcher didn't ee | 11l and
though he spent i ut el b
time searchi i t leep dust

It Was a Trey of Hearts

of the roadway, he we
end with curtosity unsated Fute

thnt higher pur

nt hisa way

reserved card for a

PoBe

Undisturbed, 1t lay where it had
falle n, face upward, not a dozen fest
from ‘he front door of the Mountaln
house, until another day dawned on

Mesquite

Then, In the clear lgh: of ! Wt dawn
four more strangers sty kgl into
town—two weary and ha ard men .
two footsore and bedrageleod n 1 I
Oue of theas Inst w 8 Urves i " i
sult of man's clothing, much 1 W OT
fltf Wenr

At sight of the Mountain 1 e 1
party betraved slight Ymptoms of a
more cheerful spirit: rejolel
promise of food 1 drind i ! da |

withal wherein to  sleep, the fou
quitkened thelr steps
But of a sudden one of the twomen

she who wore th Earments of her
e paused, uttered ™ 1o CTy
athrill with terror, and clute Ming the
arm of the man uearest her podnted

down to the card that stared up
dust at her feet
¥ of bhearta

A e
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Trine Was Lifted From the Car and Carried Into the Hotel.
| l 1 he insisted 80 sweetly ro
\r ou game for an idle
h I just to while the ille hours
X
1 i I oman founid irit enough for
i 5 =l ed h h
| th 1)
I \ ti h ilest i1l T ever
1 d What I'm
t i | ver
! 1 il
il 1
| g els he
o [ ol he pursued
n tl 1 n I marr
CHAPTER XLIX,. I raved
praye
fize Il t
I nd that 1
I d Perhaps
hnout a
d : i her
\
| t 24 rs
=
1 Al had
v st
8 now
a
) (
1
y R
even |
A | e
! ) ik h
] -
"
pelessly
hopeless she
kv hough Alan
1 nt to
ed betwe n
Rose was un
1= would
} 1] '] 1)
1} 18
movably
i J uld not
b irned, she
and to promise
vportanity ewer of.
pProve unready to

Pivhcsice baew Wilbouly Wore | pF

And at times
a4j.ug thal such

r her love
she caught herself

Oppuriunity would

at Gem

" tod her, and quickly, and

1
B
.I ol
tled cent ith more
» Mr. Mar-
1
sun g 11 1zing above
on ] pursuit came
in rifle 10t of
A spiteful shot
tet from o pause (
due to tardy apprec
that they ud pe

most to the end of a

A hasty cound
with Judith's \ ed him
behind a bowlder commanding the ap
proaches 'he weapon,

ufficient

d Alan

il of

a powerl had a T
to numb of the as-
sassins and keep them under cover

@ desperate es-

making to

and out of si
I"!!..

had un-

gpector—DbBarcus
ngth of stout hempen rops
id of a rusty shovel he
into two equal lengths

{ iwten p
earthed a ¢
With the
had hacked 1
thes
fast around his own
e's. The other he left to
y employed by Alan and
For it was agreed that they
must climb, and while cliff offered
no problem to daunt a mountain climb-
g, it was consid-

One of proceeded to

waist, then

the

er of any pretensic

ered best that the fugitives should be
hitched up in pairs against any pos-
gibi of a slip. The pairing had
been determined by the fact that
Barcus boasted some experience
in mc ring, whil Rose wa

1 most exhausted of the two

least able to help hers

worked cautious
tow, to a point
following

his way,

He
with

had

the girl in mid-

way up the face of the cliil,

nal that prov

a long diag ded the eas-

jest climbing, when Alan stole back

reported that, on the

ervation ef, he

that the had

rned back—perhaps for am

munition, perhaps to exe gome

less hazardous attempt upon the lives
of the i (-]

then, he mads

Without d«

free end of the rope fast ar

own waist, and, following the way I

cus Had chosen, began the ascent,
Two thirds of the c¢limb had been

accomplished, and Rose and Barcus

had arrived in =afety at the top, be

fore the temptatiop to look down

proved ible,

Immediately beneath

irres
heels the
hollowed

his
15 deeply

drop of 50

face of the

out, leaving a feet to a
ng ledge of shale as steep as a
q wh eaves—perhaps another

fifty feet below—juited out
other fall of a hundred feet.
nd swallowed hard

OVEer an-

ddered ¢

ming the ascent
20 feet brought him to
! x feet wide, offering a
broad and easy path to the summit.
He gained 8 with a prayer of heart-
felt rel wund as on the point of
rising to et nacery of horror
from Barcus and a scream of terror
from Rose, watching over the upper
§ rned him barely in time to
nable 1| to enatch at and grasp a

knob of rock before

tautened the rog

ITudith’'s w ht
etween the
jerked Alan’'s legs from under
and legs
yond the lip of
lay face downward

ate the knob of

His feet
I:.T l_;- he
clutch gper-
ving that it

it not come away in hiz grasp,
that his grasp might hold, that Barcus
might arrive In time to them
both The was cutting into his
walst like a dull knife. The drag of
ludith’'s body was frightful. He eould
feel her swinging like a pendulum at

ly rock, pray
migh
save

the end of its 30 feet, and could
imagine but too vividly what would
happen If the rope should prove

faulty "
The fall of 20

feet to the shale
roof was nothing What would fol- |
low would, however, spell death. The

impact of
ghale in n

her

otion

body would set the
like an avalanche—
and beyond the eaves was only empti-
ness and the bowlderstrewn bed of

the chasm, a hundred feet below!
The sweat poured from his face like

rain. His eyes started in their sock-
ets, the blood drummed in his ears
with a roar resembling distant thun-

der. His fingers grew numb, his throat
dry

He felt that he could not
another
lorture was no
been relis

hold
abruptly

more The
ved of its burden

on
that
had
He heard
echoed by one
from \ n the thump of Judith's
body falling on the then the
slithering rumble of landslide
gathering momentum .
Barcus, at length arrived, age
him to a place of Becurity “gs¢;
and faint and sick with b~
prone and shuddering
_(Jni; the assurance ow. ..

instant when

rope

below

r ibuve, Lo
shale,
the

in )

F-d 1
J i 5"lagd |
!"fl'gh d

Theatre,

Judith had somehow ¢ 1 beis
precipitated over the « of [:t
shale roof roused him ; .-_,_.j’
nerve enough to resums --Int.“ n
It was true, when he - iy
to look and see for himms “Iu..a{!
within three yards of ti 2k s
pine, her face uplifted to ¢ sun |:
gtirring; she dared not a i

His Screams Brought Attendance,

1wovement was calculated to set the
shale bed again in motion.
Painfully he realized that if
erted, she had deliber
herself, Judit ]
gpare his own,

the rope

| up her life to
CHAPTER L.
Retribution.

And yet the very consciousness o
the girl's danger was all the stimg
| lant that Alan needed to recall him 1
| himself

Onee arrived with Barecus at the to

of the cliff, he lost no time in setting
about preparations to effect her res
cue,

In this business Fortune ed upoy
him, as it were, by pred| tion
A broad roadway ran [

of the precipice, turnii
little dists »-to the right
the mountainside. And j
this turning Providence had

to locate the
| ing outfit,

Alan’'s appearance at the top, i

camp of a hy

coincident with

nt of half a dozen
had no more thas
ls than thr )f their

ba

ening

1
i
1

five minu

the protests of Rose §, |

being lowered over the edge 1 doma

to the ghale roof on which he lané
1 at a spot far to one gide of Judith

to escape all danger of sending

ond landslide down upon her
Picking his way carefully down to
the very brink, Alan edged ulong this

than once saved a fall to death
stood Ime

maore

only by the rope, until he

mediately below Judith.
Then pansing, he instructed be

carefully, tossed the end of the rop
into her hands, and when she had
wound it twice round her arm, crépt

up to her side and helped her make it
fast about her body.

His signal to the miners that all
was well educed prompt response
There was a giddy interval which
the two swung perilously betwee
heaven and earth. Then they stod

once more in gafety.

Supported by 1pathetic

the quartet staggered Int
their story, as condensed by I
and breathlessly confirmed by Ala
already winning them enthusiastie
champions

And this s very well for them

than seated
appreciai®

VR
For they had no more
selves and begun to
what perils tk2y had escaped. %'
the rumble of & motor car sounded b¢

yond the shoulder of the hill

Startled by this alarm on moré
into full command of his flagging fa®
ulties, Alan rose and stumbled out

into the roadway, taking cognizancd
of such facilities for defense as the

camp afforded and issuing instruction
with a volce vibrant with r. mot
for his own safety, but for the sale
of those whom he loved.

Not far from the point where th
road swung from the cliff to thread

the camp the hydraulic nozzle was i
wetion, its terrific force of water melt
ing the mountainside away ton by 108

Toward this Barcus ran at top =peed,
gaining the man in charge of the no¥
zle just as the car swung round the
bend.

Pausing only long enough make
certain that there could be mi¥
take—and having this certainty made
| doubly sure by Jimmy's action ia ri#
ing from his seat and firing over the
windshield pointblank at Alan as thi#
last stood waiting in the roadway~

nos
n the

Barcus and the miner swung th
zle round until it bore directly «
car.

The power of its stream was such
that the car was checked instantly i
its tracks; and before the water could
[ have been shut off or the stream dk
|\'r-r1m], the machine was driven back
|to the very lip of the cliff and ovef
(it completely, taking with (t thos®
| twaln upon whose efforts all the hoped
[* Seneca Trine of late had been cele

d . .
.'l'n_.‘_Jum that was merciful, i

that

l i ill.u*.. i clift,

g ‘nstiifaneous, awaited them 8
=l




