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1914,

RAY 'COOPER KILLs| 1‘_:_.1_,1:.‘,.

MAN AT BILAINE.

A Ne1ghborhood Quarrel u

Leads Up tola Shootmg
Scrap.

A telephone messagg was received

Sheriff Crenshay ar Friday after
n that a murder had been commit
at Blaine. Ray! Cooper, wh
committed the deed, ‘aged to have tl
‘r-ru'r and coroner sepE out,
he would remain at ¢ Blaine
until they arrived. Th sheriff
Coroner Hawk and &torney
Botts, were soon on gleir way t
scene of the murder, s1d when
rived there they fond that

A, Ackers, a Germanabout 45 \'.r-
of age, who had tak& 2a homestead
near that place. Theshot that killed
Ackers struck him ipthe face as he
was running away, wih Lee Cooper
running after Ackers or the purpose
of taking away the automatic re
volver. E b )

An inquest was immediately hel
when the substance ' { the evidence
was given:

Donald Allison, agd 23 years, who

resides at Blaine, Oe., testified as|

follows:

Question by the Ceoner, ‘\u you

acqui lmtl.LI “Ith the gceased? .g_ re-
p]]ld ‘1 am. As | et over to F ['1'11
H|‘I}w he told me tht Lee Cooper

wad blackmailed Milk Ackers, on ac- |

tnuh[ of an insult o Mrs. Cooper.
Mike told me that ae asked Fred
Hibbs to give him fis advice. Hibbs
advised him to go &d see a lawver.
He went along witl Ackers, and, as

| understand after hey came back T

Ackers’ lawyer adwied ham to pros-

told me that he wmted peace and
quitencss around hee.”

“This conversatio: took place about | |

two weeks ago in May. He also stat-

ed that if Cooper hxl anything again- |

st him they could ske it in court”
Questioned by a Jror witness said
“The insult took jlace about May
1st 1914. He was barding at Cooper’s
at the time. Fred Hibbs came over
TLL- day after he cane from Portland
I was working at ‘he bark shed and
!-'. Hibbs said: * want to tell you
something, boys, hat Ackers does
not want told mtil he states it
As Ackers has toldit to everybody he
met on the road ‘rom McMinnville |

to his own place.” It would not be |
any secret very lowg, and as he told |

us Ackers came der to him. Ackers
came over to Fre Hibbs and told

him that he tried!o extort money, It |
was Lee Cooper #ho was doing the |

blackmailing, bectise Ackers had in-
sulted Mrs. Cooeer. Mike Ackers
said the day afteghe moved up to his
own place, Lee Qoper and M. Ack
ers went down tathe Browning boy’
to get potatoes, ad on the way down
Lee sat down ant told Mike he want-

ed to talk to him and then asked:|
“Why did you insult my T'Hll!ht'fp Then
Mike? He did no understand in what - l"

way in touchingher.” Mike said: “It

is a lie I never éne it.” Asked, “Did | .~

Mike Ackers tellyou that he asked
him for mone,” witness replied,
“That's the fact.! Questjoned whether |
Mike told him tht Lee Cooper had |

drawn up an artcle to sign in regard |

to insulting Mr¢ Cooper, witness re-
plied, that he hd not seen it. The
shooting took gace that morning,
July 31, at 9:20,4nd when asked what
caused the compencement of it that
day, witness reflied: “I went over by
request of the foopers the n:gltt be-
fore to bring Mike over." Asked,
“What did Comer want r\ckr-rv. over

for? to which 1e replied, “To face |
lies that he hadbeen telling."” When [ | ]I
went over this morning, Mike denied |L

what they clained. Ackers went over
with him at ¢ ¢'clock, and went will-
ingly, but he dd not see him get the |
revolver. He then went and got Lee
Cooper. Pretty soon all the Coopers

came up, Lee Donald, Ray and Mrs | |I..-”
Cooper, neither had a gun. Witness |
was asked to sate what took place|

between the Ceopers and Ackers, and

at did Ray snd Lee say. Mike was
asked if he was coming down, to
which he replied: “No; | am not go

ing down to get beat up.” They cam

near and Mike leveled the gun at Lee |
and Ray Cooper and said “Stand back |/

and don't come a step nearer or |
“"] ‘~|1'mt " to which Lee Cooper re
plied. “I'm not afraid of that gun

As L..I whether Ackers had the gun|
leveled at any one, witness said he

had the gun so he could use it. They
quited down and witness said “Mike
denies this statement.” Mrs, Cooper
eame up. She ealled Ackers down
about the insulting proposition. An
argument took place and Ray start-
ed home. Mike still kept the gun
leveled on them. Witness did not sce
the first shot fired, but heard a pistol
shot. He was close to Ackers. Ray
came up with a rifle. He said “Hold
1p your hands.” 1 looked up and saw
Ray with a gun leveled on Mike
He did not know whether Ray went
home to get the gun. After Ray came
up with the gun it was Mike Ackers
who fired the first shot, but Ackers
had not fired a shot before that. Ack-
ers fired the first shot and Ray the
second. Witness did not know who
Ackers shot at, but thought he fired
three shots. Ackers ran after he fired
the first shot, and the others as he
started to run around the house. Ray
Cooper fired four times. Asked
whether the shooting was done in
self '1"ffnsr. witness replied: “I don’t
know.” It was the last shot fired by
Ra ‘ ooper that killed Mike Ackers
Asked whether he could give any
more. evidence to throw more light
on the subject, said “I might and
might net."

Mrs. Cooper testiffed as follows
Early in April, I think about the first
week, Ackers knocked at the front
door and | went to the door. He en
quired i€ | was Mrs. Cooper. | ans
wered “Yes" He asked if 1 would
fake him in. I answered that this was
not a hotel, but we disliked to fun
anyone away in a storm. He said "l
enquired along the road and no one¢
would keep me.” to whish witness re
plied, “Our accommodations are lim-
ited, but we will do what we can to-
night.” On the following Saturday it
rajned all day long, so we had to stay

r tl|1 come to take

Cooper had shot and nstantly kill |.I

nd and paid $10.00

ys spent !‘t \-l‘llrIL. at t
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Fifty years ago LW.

HARPER was but
little known outside
the Old Kentucky
State. Today its

fame is world-wide.
You find it everywhere.
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