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Theodore Hook forged 4.000 letters

to 4,000 tradesmen and others request-

ing them to call on a certaln day and |
bour at the house of a wealthy widow, |
Mrs. Tottenham, In Beruvers street, |
“s | London, against whom he had con- |
celved a grudge.
These people began to arrive soon |
after daybreak. The rush countinuved |
until nearly midnight. They came by |
fAfties and hundreds.

There were 100 chimney sweeps, 100
bakers, fifty doctors, fifty dentists, fifty ‘
accouchers. There were priests to ad

minister extreme unction and Metho

dist ministers to offer last prayers. |
There were fifty confectioners with |

“If we did not cough Iu church, the
buman race would vot exist.” Aund the
professor, twiddllng a plece of chalk
In his hand, regarded the sophomores
with a quizzical smile,

“What | mean,” he continued,
that the cause of coughing is the cause
of our survival, That cause is mim-
lery. Mimlery Is a better life preserver
than feetness or strength For by
mimlery we manage oot to attract at
tention, and In prehistoric times they
who attracted attention were hunted
down by the tribe and roasted for dip-
ner or hbunted down by the saber tooth
tiger and taken raw.

“Sloce those dark days mimlery has
| been instinctive with us. Mimlery 1s
| what causes us to follow the fashions.

coffins, fifty fishmongers with baskets | o
of cod and lobsters, They pusbed,,
|‘eawn't’ and ‘lawf’ If your friend quarreled and fought, and the police
yawns, you yawn—that's mimiery. If | Were called out to prevent a riot. Fi
be luughs, you laugh—mimicry again. | Pally among the hoaxed ones came the
snuffles, you snufle—mlmlery | BOVernor of the Bank of England, the
And If he coughs In church, straight- | royal Duke of Gloucester and the lord
way you and all the rest of the con- | mayor of London, each lured thither
gregation cough, the reason being the | b¥ some cunning pretext. A police In
same one which saved our forefathers | vestigation followed, but the perpetra

|frnm extermination.” —New York Press, | tor was not detected.

A Wonderful Bowman,
The Romans were very skiliful bow
men, although they disearded the weap
on [n warfare, trusting to the charge
and to hand to bhand fighting. Many
of the Homan emperors were famous
archers. It Is sald that Domitian would
place boys In the circus at a cousider

-ia

Famous Floggers.
Among English schoolmasters whose
have come down to posterity
r | with the dublous reputation of great |
| loggers Dr. Busby of Westminster
the generally ackoowledged

| ehlef
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Agents for the Great Western Saw.
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Fine

Of bim it |s recorded that. one of his
| head boys having Insulted a young
| French viscount who came to the
schoul to demand satisfaction, he flog
ged the viscount frst for the blood-
| thirsty Intentlons and next his friend
who was the bearer of his challenge.

Dr. Valpy. too, who edited an editiou
| of the classics, was a potent wielder of
the rod. Archdeacon Groom, who was
a pupil of his, telis a story Io lllustra-
tion of his prowess. Onpe of the boys
had been flogged by the redoubtable
dominle, and the lad’s fauther came to
" | complaln,

“8ir,"" sald Valpy to him, *1 fogged
your son because he richly deserved It
If he again deserves It, | shall Qog
him again, and,” rising, “If you come
bere, sir, Interfering with my duty 1
shall flog you.”

The pareot fed.

able distance from blm and as they | = -
held up thelr hauds with the flngers
outstretched he would send the arrows
between them with suoch nicety and ac
curacy of alm that bhe vever Inflicted a
wound.

The wicked emperor Commodus
boasted that he never missed his alm
or falled to kil the wild beast that he
shot with a single arrow. He would
set a shaft in his bow as some wild
beast was set free In the circus to de
vour a living ecriminal condemued to
die. Just when the furious anlmal
wus springing on his prey the emperor
would strike It dead at the man's feet
Bometimes 100 lions were let loose a
ouce in order that he, with 100 arrows,
might Kkill them. With arrows the
heads of which were semlcircular he
woinld sever the necks of ostriches In
full Aight.

A Famous Architect's Trick.
When 8ir Christopher Wren was
t | buflding the town hall of Windsor, a
¢« idgety member of the corporation. so
Insisted that the roof
required furtber support and desired

A Talent For Balancing.

The pleasant coffee room of the old
Star and Garter at Richmond, which
wins burned down In 1869, was patron
lzed by England's statesmen, politicians
and writers, On Saturday evenings It
the architect to add more pillars. 1D | wgag regularly visited by a middle aged
valn did Sir Christopher assure him gentleman of rather broad stature,
that the danger was Imaginary. He | with gray balr and a large shirt collar
knew better. The alacm spread., and | which formed a consplenous feature In
the great architect was worried Into| his attire. He would dine always
adding the desired columns. alone at a particular corner table, and
Years passed, and In later times. | gfter dinner it was his bumor to bulld
n architect and patrons were dead. | yp before him a pyramid of tumblers
cleaning operations Ilno the roof re-| gpnd wineglasses, which he topped with
venled the fact that the supposed addl- | 4 decanter, Occasionally the whole
tlonal supports did not touch the roof | gtructure would topple over and litter
| by two Inches, though this was not per- | the table with its ruins. Then the mid
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Greatness.

There Is a kind of elevation which
does not depend on fortune. It Is a
certain alr which distinguishes us and
seems to destine us for great thiogs
It is a price which we lmperceptibly
set on ourselves. By this quality we
usurp the deference of other men, and

Beautifully Arranged.
Brown—Well, you've got the quar-
ter. Is your sister coming down?
“I've arranged It beautifully, old
chap. 1 told her it was you frst
and she sald to tell yon she was out.
 and then | sald | was foollng and
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