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WASHINGTON LETTER

[Bpecia! Correspondence. )

The Conpecticut avenue bridge, con-
ceded to be the handsomest one In
Washington, Is completed. Pedestrians
have been using It for several weeks,
but It will not be formally opened to
truffic untll the approaches are com-
pleted,

This blg bridge, which carries the
highway of Connecticut avenue across
Rock creek, Is one of the grandest con-
crote structures In the country, Work |
on It was commenced In 1808 and
since then the construction bas been
carried by yearly appropriations. |
The total gost Is $850,000. |

Dimensions of the Bridge. _

The bridge Is described as Afty twOi
feet wide over all, and the maximum |
elevation of the floor above the ground
I= 130 fewt The bridge consists of r‘,w-:
150 foot arches, separated from each
other by twenty foot plers, and at|
ench end of this series of arches there |
Is an arch of elghty-two feet, The
smaller arches are separated from the |
others by ap abutment having a width |
of thirty=seven feet. At the ends of the
bridge proper there are two abulments
about 16 feet In length

The bPridge |s sald to be the l!lrgmi'
structure of the sort that bas ever|
been Lellt of conerete. In fact, It may |
be sald to be the ploneer In the use of |
stuch for a structure of Its
magnite le.  Its construction was start-
ed nearly ten years ago, when conerete
had not the prominent place It has at
talned In the last half dozen years,

The tride Is finlshed with a roncrete
metnl ralling of the fol

msterinl

parapet und

lowing description Over the plers
there Is o solld parnpet, and between
the piers every seventeen feet there

are concrete posts, each coming directly
over the epandrel walls, Between these
concerfie posts Is an lron ralllng con-
glstiug of vertlical square balusters and
a top haod rall section of cast lron
The Inmps are possibly the mwost orna
mental “fixings” on the briige aside
from the lHong, They are made of cast
Iron nnd are of an artistle and attrae

thve design.  There are two sidewnlks

on the bridge, each elght feet wide,
nod there I8 o roandway of thirty-six
feet, The roadway ks temporary and

Is made of macadam. A permanent
roadway will not be lald untll the en
tire 611 has had ampl: oppertunity to
settle,.  When It hoas setlled cement
and asphalt will be used,

Liked the Old Pene.
years ago & member of con
gress from Ohlo took a fancy to the
pens used by the members, When he
retired to private life he bad accumu
luted a supply of pens which would
lust him the rest of his natural life
bo thought, However, n few days ago
Li#presentative J, Werren Kelfer re
cvilved n letter from the ex-member
avking his ald In getting more of the
old style pens,

The writer stated In the letter that
L» was now elghty-sle years old and
was uslng the last pen by had, The
particular style of pen ln guestion has
not been manufactured for several
years, but General Kelfer had an ex
haustive search made of both the sen
ate and house stationery rooms

Flually two boxes of the old pens
were found, which Mr. Kelfer Imme
dintely sent to the aged Ohloan, with
n feeling, ns he sald, “of a duty well
performed.”

President Lincoin's Last Writing.

Ex-Seuntor Btewart of Nevada pass
el the maln portico of the White
Iouse the other day on his way to the
exectutive offices to see the president,

Pointing to the historlc steps of the
White House, he sald: “1 saw Presl
dent Lincoln get luto bils carringe from
those steps the night be was killed, |
wis the last man to spenk to him at
the White House, [le me n
note that night that 1 would glive $1,
000 If | had now. It was this way
Mr, Lincoln's calling bour for congres
slonal visitors was 7 o'clock In the
evening. 1 was I the senate and call
ed at the White House abowt 7.30 that
evening. The presidential offices were
then located In the second story, From
there | sent my card to the president,
who wrote upon It these words: ‘| have
an engagement to take M Lincoln to
the theater, an engungement 1 never
break, Call tomorrow mornlug at 10
o'clock. That, 1 belleve, was the last
line Mr. Lincoln ever wrote, On my
way out of the White House | met
I'resident Lincoln In the lobby, golng
to his carriage with his wife, He
stopped to shake bands and repeated
to me that he would like to have me
call the next morning. 1 stood there
until he helped Mrs, Lincoln In the
carviage aod got ln hlmself."”

The New House OMices.
In the new hoose office bullding each

Home

wrote

member of the house will occupy a
rootwy 16 by 20 feet, with large wia |
dows ot the end. The walls are fAn

lebedd lu a Lol tinted plaster and the
colling tn white. On a day last sum
mwer when Elllott Woods, superintend .
eut of the capltol, was consldering
where he should And the material for
A plaster for these rooms, one of his
mwen suggested that he take a dredge,
go down the river Afty miles and get
a pecullar sand that when made Into
plaster would turn to a beautiful bud
Mr. Woods gave him permission, and
the walls are the result

The furniture s of solld mabogany
Each member Is provided with a large
roll top desk for his own use, a small
er roll top desk for his secretary, a
large heavy center table, a comforta
ble Turkish chalr, two desk chalrs and
four reception chalrs. All the chalrs
are upboistered In leather. The ce
ment foor lo each room I8 coversd
with a beautiful rug. Bome of the
rooms wlll conpect, 8o that members
deniring offices together may have oaly
A doorway between. All the walls are
8o bullt that counectiog doors can be
easlly cut through

| “Where

the goods.—Youth's Companion.

at the same time?
Dido't you ever hear of “heavy
CARL SCHOFIELD, | clouds of light gray? l

0id Man of the Woods Game Has »
Flavor of Mystery. |
One of the company gets himself |
ap to represent the old man of the|
woods. The rest take the names of
various animals—such as lion, tiger,
leopard, and so on. |
The players seat themselves
around the room, and the old mau,
standing in the center, tells them
that some of their number have!
committed a erime and he is about |
to question them in order that he
may discover the guilty ones. He|
then begins, “Now, Mr. Lion, where
have you been hunting and what |
have you eaten today?” *“I hunted |
in the forest and caught an ante-
lope.” “Then you are twice guiity
and must pay two forfeits,” says the |
old man. And the lion must pay |
his forfeit without being told the|
crime he has committed. The old
man passes on to a polar bear. |
did yon hunt and what)|
have youn eaten ?"” he asks. “I hunt
ed in the water and had a fine fish

to eat.” The polar bear is pro
nounced innocent, The secret of|
the game is that no animal may

bring in the letter “o,” either in his |
hunting ground or the food he eats. |
“Forest” and “antelope” both have
an “o” in them, so the lion has to
pay two forfeits, while “water” and |
“fish” having no “o,” the bear was |
declared innocent. The fun is for
the old man to }u‘l‘}) the secret of
“guilty” or “innocent” to himself
and let the player try to solve the
uzzle and where the catch comes
in.—Philadelphia Record. . |

Invisiole Ink.

Every now and then a boy wants
to know how to make invisible ink. |
The best preparation is based on |
the use of cobalt, a reddish white |
metal of the iron group. The pe
culiarity about ink made from this
base is that it may be made to dis- |
appear and to reappear at illl'(ln'!
ure. To prepare it take zaffer,|
which is a crude cobalt oxide easily
obtainable at drug stores, and dis-
solve it in nitromuriatic acid until |
the acid extracts from it the metal- |
lic part of the cobalt, which gives
the zaffer a blue color. Then dilute
the solution with common water. ”l‘.
you write with this liquid on paper, |
the characters will be invisible, but |
when exposed to a saflicient degree
of heat they will become green.|
“‘ll(.‘“ lh[_‘ llil. Wwr II“H l'HIIIl"I lil‘\ “'l“ |
disappear. It is necessary to ex-

ose the writing to the heat careful- |
{;’, for if the paper be heated too |
much the characters will not
appear after once appearing,—Chi- |
cago News,

1
dis

King Caesar.

This is an outdoor play for boys
Two bases, or homes, are marked |
out—one at each end of the field or
playground. Half the plavers go to
each base—all but one, called “King
Caesar,” who stands between the
two bases. The others run to and)
fro, and it is the king's business to |
catch them as they pass. When he
catches one he taps him on the
head, saying, “l crown thee king.”|
The player thus eaught joins in the
capture of the others, helping to
make more kings until all have been |
caught. The last p|'|n'r caught i#!
the winner of the game and becomes |
first king if the game begins again.

Puzzle Your Friends. |

Ask them what number of three |

figures multiplied by 8 will make
exactly 10?7 Answer—114 or 1.25

Place three twos together so as to

make 24. Method—22 plus 2 equal
24.

Take 1 from 9 and make it 10
Method IX; take away 1 and
leave X

Add 1 to 9 and make it 20. Meth
od—IX; cross the 1 and we have
XX.

20. Method—Take the I from XIX

and we have XX Philade Iphia “What a useful thing modern lnven- e
l,odpvr. tlon 18, sald Mr, Beachy, with a laugh A Glimpse of Ouida.
“l1 know, for Instance, n Toledo man Oulda {Loulse de la Ramee), in green
Playing Store. who started the phonograph golng sud- | silk, sinister clever face, halr dewn,
denly the other night. small bhauds and feet, volce like &
“His wife looked up from ber book. | carving knife; aso her mother. At

A customer arrives and inspects

A Riddle Answered.

| volee replied

she cried
In a sawmlil'

husband trlumphantly,
chine on you last night In your sleep.
Now
snore.' "

will
speeches in political conventions, says | the Lest half of the world"
the St. Louls Post-Dispatch. '
win, chief clerk In the secretary of agree,
state’s office, who knows more anec | leads the man astray,” etc.
dotes probably than any other man in| ran't be impersonal.”

the state, tells one concerning a noml | Mr. Cassell philosophizes on the mbi
nating speech by George Klelopeter, ject
| an attorney at Carroliton. !

FOR THE LITTLE ONES. | NEW SHORT STORIES |

Stary of a Parting Clasp by One Whe

When Landis Was Bowled Out.
Congressman Charles B. Landis of
Indlana tells a story of how he was
bowled out at a political meeting he
addressed during the campalgn of

| 1004. He was paying his respects to
the Democrats in no uncertaln terms, |

ridiculing their principles and thelr
Isms and placing their candidates In a
ludicrous light.

“Take even the places their candl-
dates Inhabit,"” he shouted. “EHIll occu-
pled Wolfert's Roost.”

Jeers and howls of derision from the
mob.

“Cleveland located his home at Duz-
gard's Bay."

Roars of laughter.

“And uow Parker,
Esopus.”

Hardly bhad the outburst caused by

he comes from

MAY I ASK A QUESTION 7"

“HELLO!

this sally died away when a tall Irish-
man in the rear of the crowd yelled:

“Hello! May I ask a question?’

“Certainly ! responded Mr, Landls.

“What In thunder have you got to
say about the places the Democrats
came from when you have a lobster
who halls from Oyster Bay 7"

Why He Climbed.

Max Goldberger, author of “The
Land of Unllmited Possibility,” Is a |
firm bellever in Amerlea’s future and
has molded all Germany to his opin-
lon,

“Mr, Goldberger made a thorough
study of us during his visit here,” sald
A Milwaukee banker. "At a dinner
that I gave him he expressed the great. |
est confidence In our financlal, soclal
and political stability,

“He sald that everything polnted up
ward, and the slgns of prosperity were
as easy to read In America as the

| slgns of somethlong eclse were easy to

read in Helnz Wienerschnitzel, :

“Helnz Wienerschnitzel, he explaln-
ed, with a smile, was awakened by his
wife In the dead of night

“'Helns! Helnz!" she whimpered,
‘wake up! There's a burglar down
stairs! [ hear him?!” |

“Helnz was out of bed In an Instant. |
“‘Hist!" he sald. !
“And slipping on shoes and trousers,
he stole softly from the room
“S8ome tlme passed. The wife,
tening Intently, heard nothing. Anxle-
ty overcame her at last. She crept tq

18-

the stalrway, leaned over the balus
trade and called:

“'Helnz"

“‘Well, what 1s 1t?” her bhusband's

It came not from below,
but from above

“*What on earth,’ sald Mrs. Wiener-
schnltzel, ‘are you dolng up in the at
tie?

“‘Why," sald Helnz, ‘dido't you say |
the burglar was downstalrs? "

Phonographic Proof.

Lincoln Beachy, the well known bal-
loonist, was talking In Toledo about
Henry Farman's recent marvelous |
Aight with his aeroplane In Parls

“The aeroplane will some day rule
the air,” he sald. Modern Invention
makes this probable, particularly tht‘l

very light and very powerful.

“‘What kind of a record Is that?

‘It sounds llke n dog fight

“‘It I8 your own record, sald the
‘1 set the ma-

maybe you'll

The Political Orator. i
There Is little telling what some men |
say when making nominating |

Bl Ir

“Gentlemen,” he began, “Alexander

wept becauss there were no more
worlds to conquer. Caesar had hls
Brutus and Charles 1. his Cromwell.
Napoleon overran Europe, remapped

| noticeahle
hand before releasing it."—Washington | net often embroldered. Tiny gold but-

- awake was the purring of the puma,
Prove that 1 taken from 19 leaves  Invention of motors that are at once Pleased at occupying the “next berth™
| below a man.

diuner puns and jokes; Ouida sllent-
Ish.
room upstalrs, and when, after an lnAl
ferval, we follow them we hear before
the door opens a volce golng on Inside |
llke a saw and on entering find Oulda |
belleve that you saying In loud, harsh tones, “Wom- |
|en are ungenerous,

A HANDSHAKE.

Observed It.

Tuey had been talking about wvari-
ovs ways of shaking bands and had
nretty \'\l‘H gone over the ground cov
'l"|-f"~' all the phllosophle writings oD
) of the men In

nandshakes when one

| the group sald:
handshake 1

“The most expressive
aver saw was given by one man to
another. There was no tle of kinship
between thein

“Each was about forty. Both were
In perfect health. One had the pros
pects of many years of life The other
was to dle within a minute, and the
man whose hand bhe held was to kil
him

“It seemed to me then that 1 could
rend the meaning of the handshake
given by the man about to die to the

about to kill him. It seemed to

man :
gay: ‘You are a good man, and 1 lke
vou. | thank you for many acts of

kindness and especlajly for this friend
Iy grasp.’

*Then. with a gently lingering cling,
Le let the other man's band slip from
his own. There was a volume of mean
ing in that motion.

“It scemed to say that there
the morrow's sunrise and many
for the man whose hand be was re
leasing, but for him a few moments
more of life, and then— It seemwed to
say that there was an age of human
companionship ln every lnstant during
which the two baods touched

were

more

“It seemed to say that when the
clagp was broken he was forever cut
off from the living apd was as one
dead. And many other things It seem-
ed to say that | cannot translate Into |
words.

“Within a few seconds one of the

men gave the elgnal that ended the
life of the other,

“It was n case,"
tinued, “of the hanging of a man In
Connecticut for murder. While under
the Influence of liguor with other men
he had dealt one of them a blow that
resulted In his death.

“The condemned man not by
pature or Inclinatlon a eriminal, He
had never been arrested before he was
taken Into custoady for murder.

“The sherlff, who shook hands with

the story teller con-

wnas

him on the gallows just before the
| drop fell, bhad a genulne llking for
him. He offered the condemned man
the usual merciful portion of liguor

before the execution, but the man re-
fused It,

“By the way, I have seen several
| persons hanged, and I think this man
was the only one I ever saw go to the
scaffold without being ‘doped’ with

llquor, and he was the steadlest In | the well gowned woman's wardrobe.
nerve of them all. Ilis only betrayal | The burned ivory laces are seen also

was his
sherifl's

was such,
to the

of weakness, If It

clinging
ost,

In the Berth Below.
It Is asserted by
the big cats of South Amerlca, nelther
feared man nor regarded human ln--l
Ings as Its prey, but on the contrary |
thelr soclety., The following
from “Anlmal Artisans,” by
Cornish, long a resldeut of
supports the bellef
seeks the soclety of

sought
anecdote
Mr. C J.
British Gulana,
that the puma

man Instead of attacking or fearing | taffeta. Ecru lace bands are above the
| sleeve caps, and a flat emplecement of

him

When making an expedition up one |
of the large rivers in a steam launch
our friend gave a passage to an elder-
ly Cornish miner who was anxlous to
reach the gold flelds. Not wishing to |
Intrude upon his hosts, he did not |

's!u-p on board the launch, but u1\\':l_\'s|

swung hils hammock between two trees |
on As climbing Into a high
glung hammock 18 not easy, he usually
fastened It rather low, and his ul-]:.:hl:
probabily brought it to within

shore

three |
feet of the ground at the bottom of the |
curve, One mornlng, belng asked how |
he had slept, he complained that “the
frogs had made such a nolse under- |
neath his hammock that they had kept
him awake." |

Some Indians of the crew whp were |
folding wp the hammock laughed a
good deal when they heard this, and |
being asked the reason, sald, still |
langhing, “Oh, ‘tiger’ sleep with old!
man last night!” They had found un- |
der the hammock the marks of where
a puma had laln. The nolse which
had kept the occupler of the hammock |

The ladles go to the drawing

cruel, pitlless!”
Planche, taking refuge on an ottoman,
with a
alarm: “God bless my soul!
they're angels. 1 adore them. They're

| men who, llke Queen Alexandra, found

l

|

gome naturnllsts | vatte s also one of the best color con
that the puma, the second largest of | trasts to be worn with one of the

face expressing humorous
1 think |

Oulda, with severity: “1 entirely dis- |

The woman nearly
“Women

rather materialistically. Oulda
feparts after lnviting Plaoche and me
te visit her at the Langham hotel,

the Great conguered the world and where she is biding at present with her

mother and an lmmense dog. She car-

always |

|

ries a portralt of the latter around her |

neck in a locket, which she detached
after dinner and handed around for In-

Can anything be light and heavy Asia, divorced his beloved wife, Jo | spection, with the remark, “This is my

lonely shores of 8t Helena. There

fore, gentiemen, | nominate Sam Clark

for prosecuting attornay.” |
- . ———

¥y, of course, sephine, and died an exile upon the hero” (perbaps the hero of one of ber

books). She asked somebody present,
“Have you read my last book? *“Not
eL"—="Willlarma Allengham, a Diary ™
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WOMAN AND FASHION

| Yen yards of mull (30 cents yard),

A Study In Tan.

This practical house gown Is de\'rlnp
ed in tan cashmere, with bands of to
paz velvet and yoke and s.----n-ul of
1 , erochet In burnt Ivery tone I'he
skirt 1s a five gored model, with a pret

BIMPLE HOUSE GOWN.
ty flare at the foot. The box plnltﬂl'
jumper is decorated with fabric but- |
tons, and individuality Is galped rmm‘
the shaping of the neck and the ex-
tended armholes,

Flat Toque In Faver Again.
Though the toque never really went
out of fashion, for there are many wo

it becoming and refused to give it up.
It has not Leen generally worn In re-
cent days. The round togue, which
fits close to the head and Is worn per
fectly flat with no upstanding trim
ming, is finding such wide favor that
It threatens the sovereignty of the
huge plcture shape. These toques fre-
quently are made of velvet to match
the gown with which they are worn
and are bordered with fur or with the
feather trimming that has become pop-
ular agaln.

White and Cream.

It 18 evident that as many lace
walsts on the burned lvory tone as
those made of white or cream are to
be worn. Heretofore the lighter tones
have been the favorites for elaborate
creations of this attractive adjunct to

in combination with white, and heavy
Russlan effects are used with net, the

tons In clusters trim prettily In many
cases, relleving the depth of color by
a touch of brightness. A cerise cra-

walsts.
An Economical Evening Frock,

A -design for a charming reception
or dancing gown ls shown here, to be
made of pale blue tissue or silk mull
lace, taffeta and ribbons, The wide
girdle and drooping sleeve caps are of

FASHIONED FROM THIN FABRICS.

the lace decorates the blouse. The lace
falls in points over the bust and Is em-
phasized by long ribbon loops. Bands
of taffeta are on the skirt, finished
with knots of pink roses. Estimated
price:

- ="

Lace, two yards.....
Taffeta, ribbon, ete.......... iviasan

The Empire Slant.

The empire Influeuce Is still percepti-
ble in the shortening of the walst line
at the back of many of the pawest
cont models, but on the whole the
square stole lines that suggest the gar-
ments of ecclesiastical dignitaries are
In the lead, and thelr flatness of effect

DANGEROUS FREIGHT.

argoes That Are a SBource of Danger
¢ to Vesssls.

Exhaustive experiments by the New
South Wales government have now
proved—what has all slong been sus.
pected—that wool will under certaln
conditions Ignite spontaneously and
that conseguently it 18 a dangerous
cargo to carry. .

Probably, therefore, it will be added
to the list of commodities which the
board of trade decrees must be stowed
with extra care, commodities which in-
clude such diverse articles as matches,
aclds, gunpowder, coal, wheat and tim-
ber.

This, however, will be but poor con-
solation to the harassed sea captain,
since all these things have to be ecar-
ried anyhow, somehow. Besldes, the
danger frequently lles not s0 much In
cargoes known to be dangerous as in
those supposed to be safe.

Thus a cargo of glass bottles came
within an ace of wrecking the sailing
ship Camel off the Isle of Wight a short
time ago, and a patent paint drying
preparation sufficed to send to the bot-
tom of the strait of Magellan the Do-
terel and the 143 souls aboard her.

Potatoes that decayed Into a putrid
pulp engendered a pestilence that a
couple of years ago killed eleven out
of twenty-seven of the crew of one of
the finest vessels in the Amerlean mer-
cantile marine and nearly caused her
total loss off Tenerife. This year in
one of the Liverpool docks the emana-
tions from a cargo of soap blew a ship
well nigh to bits and killed a number
of men whe were working in her hold.

The other day a bark put out from
Cadlz with a huge block of granite
poised near her after bateh. This
through some mismanagement fell into
the hold, broke through her bottom and
sank her there and then. Three huge
vans filled with furniture caused the
Marie Roze to capsize and foubder in
Marsellles harbor.

Finally there ls the extraordinary
cace of the Southern Belle, lost last
spring between Tahid and the New
Hebrides, the cause of the wreck be-
Ing officially described as due to “mon-
keys gnawing cordage.” — Bermuda
Royal Gazette.

Excitement on the Sun.

There 18 now visible upon the sun's
disk a remarkable array of spots in
which rapld changes are taking place.
The activity to which they are due Is
no doubt connected with the great sun
flame, shooting up to an elevation of
425,000 miles, which was recently ob-
served at the Radceliffe observatory,
Oxford. The entire length of the dis-
turbed area, which les practically
parallel with the sun's equator, is not
less than 350,000 miles.

Recent spectroscople studles of great
sun spots have stimulated Interest In
these wonderful phenomena by show-
Ing that in the nature of the light giv-
en forth from them they bear a re-
semblance to certaln red stars which
appear to be In a more or less ad-
vanced stage of decadence. Thus they
serve as lodleatlons of the existence
of a tendency In our sun toward a
change of state which will probably
end In [ts ultimate extinctlon.—Gar-
rett P. Serviss In New York American.

Pacific Coast Halibut.

That a large part of the eastern
fresh halibut comes from the Pacific
coanst will probably surprise many of
the lovers of that huge fish. The busi-
ness of western hallbut Is growlog
constantly, and the supply golng to
Boston comprises about all of the 25.-
000,000 pounds a year taken hy the
fishermen In Seattle and Alaska. The
fish is carefully boxed and lced down
and then rushed to Boston by express
freight and sold back agaln to New
York, Chicago and other large centers
for distribution. Comparatively little
halibut Is taken to Boston In vessels.
—8an Francisco Argonaut.

New Drowning Theery.

An Illinols physician has revived the
idea of resuscitating drowned people
by first Immersing them In a hot bath
for twenty minutes or longer and then
resorting to the old and ordinary meth-
ods of restoration. He says the lungs
of a drowned person do not contaln
water, a spasm of the larynx ogcur-
ring which prevents the entrance of
water for a period of nine days.
Prowning, so called, i3 merely suspend-
ed anlmation and not death. By this
process Iife may be saved If the body
m not been submerged more than six

re.

A Year's Crops. -
According to the eleventh annual re-
port of the secretary of agriculture
made public recently, the maln crops
of the country are valued as follows:

The Blue and the Gray.
Missour! boasts a new soclety,
United Veterans of the Civil

=
BN

Is relleved by trimmings of bralds and
cords disposed in an endless variety of
ways., Usually a wide braid empha-
g- the lines of the garments, and

narrower bralds or cordiugs make
the various curlycues.

—
-




