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THE GROOM MUST PAY.

Marriage Custom Among the
Quebec French Canadians.

A singular marriage custom prevalls
among the French Canadlans in Que-
bec. After the morning marrlage serv.
lce In the church the bridal party In
caleche or carriole make a tour of calls
upon relatives and friends during the
day and then return agnin to church
for vespers.

Before the evening dance at the
bride’s new home comes the sppper.
When the company rise from the table
the bride keeps her seat, and some one
asks with great dignity: “Why does
madam wait? Is she 8o econ In bad
grace®"

Ehe replies: “Somebody
my slipper. I cannot walk.”

Then they carry her, chair and all,
into the widdle of the room, while a
loud knocking announces a grotesque
ragged vender of boots and shoes. He
kneels before the slipperless bride and
tries on a long successlon of old boots
and shres of every varlety and slze
until at last he finds her missing shoe

The groom redeems It for a good
price, which is spent in treating the
company. If the groom i8 not watch-
ful they steal her hat and cloak, which
he redeems in the same way, and they
have been known to steal the bride,
for which there must be liberal pay.
The event-of the evening 18 a good jlg.
In which a guest volunteers to out-
dance the bride. If succesaful the vis-
itor demands a prize from the groom.—
Pearson's Weekly,

A MADDENING PRANK.

The Queer Joke That Eugene Field
Played on a Printer.

When Eugene Field was city editor
of the Kansas City Times he found
great amusement in annoying one of
the characters employed on the paper.
Ferguson was one of the “makeups”
on the paper, and in Wyandotte, where
he resided, Just over the line from
Kansas Clty, he was the leader of a
local temperance soclety. For over a
year Fleld, on coming down to the pa-
per to go to work, would write a per-
sonal concerning Ferguson, Generally
it ran lke this: “Mr. John Fergnson,
the well known ‘makeup’ of the Times
composing room, appeared for work
yvesterday evening In his usual beastly
gtate of Intoxication.” This entertain
ing bit Fleld would send down In a
bundle of copy, and the others of the
composing room would set it up and
say nothing.

Poor Ferguson knew that this awful
personal was in their midst and ev-
ery night would go carefully over ev-
ery galley for the purpose of locating
nnd killing it. It gave him wvast trou-
ble. Every now and then Fleld would
not write his personal about Ferguson,
and then the bewildered Ferguson was
worse off than ever, As long as he
could not find It It might still be there.
It almost drove the poor man off the
paper. Now and then It escaped his
ecagle eye and was printed. On such
occasions Ferguson's burdens were be-
yond the power of even a Christian
spirit to bear.

Queer

has stolen

Old Medicine.

The following are among some of
the fantastlc cores presented by the
medical authorities of early times, as
glven by Dr. Hugo Magnus In his book,
“Superstition in Medicine.”

Remedy Against Bellyache: “Take
the heart from the living heart and
wear it as an amulet at the left thigh.”
—Alexander of Tralles,

Remedy Against Epllepsy (advised
by the Physician, Moschion, Diortho-
tes, Alexander of Tralles, Book I,
Chapter XV, page 5670): “The forehead
of an ass tied to the skin of the pa-
tlent and worn.”

“*‘Gather Irls, peonles and night-
shade when the moon is In the wane,
pack them Into llnen and wear as an
amulet.’ Advised by the magician
Osthanes, Alexander of Tralles, Book
I, Chapter XV, page 506,

The Australian Natives.

An English author writes of the Aus-
trallan natives: “Between tribe and
tribe war for purposes of territorial
aggrandizement Is unknown They
may fight about women or In the blood
feud, for, as nobody ls supposed to dle
a natural death, every death Is thought
to be caused by hostile magic. Fights
are not now resolutely waged, but
merely to draw first blood, as a ruale,
and, as there are no conquests, there
are no slaves and very little material

29, There are no hereditary
chlefs, thongh among some soclally ad-
vanced tribes a kind of magistracy or a
‘moderatorship’ of local groups in the
tribal general assembly Is hereditary o
the male line.”

A Good Word For Tobom

A nobleman that was extreamly fat
was reduc’d to an ordinary Size by
chewing Tobaceco, which also does good
in an Asthma. 'Tis of great use In
Camps, where there Is many
Searcity of Vitoals and Chollcks and
the ke “Compleat Herbal,” 1654,

Un‘-lr'toed of Blippers.

Blippers play an Important part In
the life of almost every man. In child-
hood they are laid on him; In manhood,
| Just after he has been married, they
are thrown after him, and for a con-
siderable part of the rest of his life
they are under him.

A Pleasant Frolie.
After the dissipated Duke of Whar-

ton had been narrating his frolics Dean |

Swift sald to him: “My lord, let me
recommend one more to you. Take a
frollc to be good. Rely upon it, you
will find it the pleasantest frolic you
ever engaged In”

The mll fortune of complaint s to |

excite contempt more than pity.—Joha-
son.

times |

DOGFISH CUTLET.

Said to Be as Good as the Best Lob- |
ster Ever Eatan. |

Dogfish ought to be good to eat, as |t
Is well known that they feed on soles
plaice and founders,

The bpaturalist

with whom 1 colluborated In various
books sald that In his boyhood they
were much used by the fishing folk and
that they were excellent eating, a mid
dle cutlet being considered by many
to be as good as the best lobster ever
edten. As a boy he never tired of hear |
ing the fishermen's yaros about how
the great savage creatures snapped
and fought when they were eaptured
Lying In the bottom of the boats, they
Inshed about and bit at the men and
at each other. The larger ones would
fix on the men's sea boots as they

skin fshing coats llke bulldogs.
bite from one was no joke. |

Dogfish abounded at certain seasons |
in somesparts of the fishing grounds:
other parts they avoided. Sometimes
the men wonuld go out only to cateh
dogfish just to reduce thelr numbers a
little, They caught great numbers of
them and sold them somewhere farther

few for themselves and their nelgh-|
bors. You counld get a monster for a |
couple of shillings. |

Couch, the naturalist, says he has
known 20,000 of the pleked dogfish to |
be taken at one cast of the seine, Rob- |
ert Chalmers quoted as follows from |

e “journal” of Bpalding, the tnwn
clerk of Aberdeen: “1842. From the |
beginning of this year up to June there |
was a scarcity of whitefish along the
east coast to the hurt and hunger of |
the poor and beggaring of the fisher
men. It was reported that when the
fishers had laid their llnes and taken
fishes abundantly there came one
beast called the seadog to the lines and
ate and destroyed the haill bodles and
left nothing on the lines but the heads
The like scarclty of fishes to continue
80 long has scarrely been seen In Scot-
Iand, while all other meats were also
very dear.”—Pall Mall Gazette.

A FAMOUS DUELIST.
This French Fighter Was Gallant as
Well as Courageous.

The Marquis de I'Angle-Beaumanoir
was In his younger days famous as a
duelist. One evening, meeting his cous
In, the Marquis du Hallays, in the
foyer of the Opera, he walked up to
him and in the course of conversation
remarked :

“Isn't it odd, my dear fellow, that, |
quarrelsome as you and I are, we
should never have fought with one
another?"*

“That's true,” replied Du Hallays,
“but that can always be remedled.”

And on the strength of that the two
cousins met In mortal combat on the
following morning, the encounter re-
sulting In the Marquls de I'Angle-Beau-
manolr baving his right hand plerced
by his adversary's rapler, which, while
it rendered a continuance of the fight
Impossible, left the other hand free to
grasp that of his cousin In undimin- |
Ished friendship a moment afterward. |

Oun another occasion when he was
about to fight a duel In which he was
entirely In the right and hig adversary
In the wrong he suddenly discovered
that his opponent was a perfect novice |
In swordsmanship and that he would |
therefore have him eompletely at his
merey. 8o he strode up to him and In
the presence of twenty or thirty per- |
sons presented the most courteous and
full apology. Almost dumfounded, the |1
latter inquired why the marquis as-|
sumed such an extraordinary course. |
“Recause,” he returned, “it would real- |
Iy be tno unfortunate If T were to fight |
with a mazette (greenhorn).” And with
that he made a low bow and then
turned his back upon him,

Rainbows "I‘hat Can Chango Bex.

In many parts of the world It is the,
general belief that the ralnbow has
the power to change sex. This queer |
belief obtains in such widely separated |
districts as South Africa and Norway
and China and Australia. The Zulus |
have a long folklore story of the young |
man who was changed into a wrinkled
old woman by touching the many hued
arch. The Scandinavian peasants have |
a simllar story, and in Greece they say |
that anybody who runs against the end |
of the rainbow will have his or ber sex
instantly changed. In France and In- |
dla to pass under the rainbow has a
similar effect.

Castles In the Air.

Dr. John Wilklos wrote a work In
the relgn of Charles Il: to show the
possibility of making a voyage fo the
moon. The Duchess of Newcastle,
who was likewlse notorious for her
vagrant speculations, =ald to him
“Doctor, where am [ to balt at In the |
upward journey ¥’ “My Indy.” replied
the doctor, “of all the people In the
world, 1 have pever expected that
question from you, who have built so
many castles in the air that you might
lie every night at one of your own."”

[ |

Be Tolerant.

Do not think of knocking out an
other person’s brains because he differs
in oplnlon from you. It would be as

rational to knock yourself on the head
I because yon difer from yourself ten

years ago.—Horace Mann

Told the Truth.

“What did Burroughs say when you ¢

made him that loan?’
“IHe mald e would be under obliga
tions to me for the rest of his life”
“Well, 1 expect he will.”

Not Bo Wonderful.
“Do you think they'll ever run autos
on two wheels?”
“Sure. That's the way Willle Chug-
gers always furns | corigr *—Cleve
l land Flaln Dealer,
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