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e ]“e"'t:mrn”l Spanish, “Where 15 this | Va8 once ...» he prince's --.-Inl. Sbaniah | ¥A¥ resembles him n ‘.t....- rocks and the br |n,;‘ of the If:mht’he :-Imn.lurd gave a shudder, and and thither with light foot

swore you would L. I8 _Lhdeeq 1 Sald the Bpantsh “Who are you, fellow?' he added ju|DOT%es grew loud upor the ear. Suddenly | stiffening himself, rolled heavily over upon hand, engaging two Bretons and
;‘ll':D“:gu which you @ ’ knight, I trust that I am now tne Spanish, *‘and how is It that you dare | TT0M ont the sen of mist came the sound | his side, with the blood gushing from his lard ‘lt the “‘II'I! Instant throst
- : i ner of some honorable knight or e e 2 g o e T . of a neigh, followed by a long blast of a|arm-pit and from the slit of his vizor. Sir ing out
“By the aweet Virgin! By the bl ) (e to wear the nrms of ( st : I Saats Nigel sprang to his feet with his bloody Ing, dashing In, springing

" I sm bl , lie Wrlsoner wWas it recovering " 2,
Mother 0‘! God!" coried the t 2 "I" 'I"" You are the prisoner of the n ...‘ - ;...f.:i_,.“ whik ;, .i.,,l been r“;"l,,:IJ-I "It 1= a Spanish call, my falr lord,"* sald |%#%er 10 his left hand and gazed down I:fl':" :mllanr:::lhtofh,m::: ::::'
pensant, I swear .l:- you that ‘r- W took you, Sir Diego, nswered f him by the grip of Hordle John. | Black Simon upon his adversary, but the fatal and which surged up against thetn
darkness I have myself "'f‘ i P kel And 1 may tell you that ‘If It please yon he answered, ‘I and| “By my faith, sald Sir Nigel, smiling, |#?0den stab in the vital spot, which the would have fared (Il with them
1 “At the Imstant, thera r.-lrr .;.- men  than  elther you or § bav nine others are the body-squires of the|''we wmay promise them some sport ere | Spanlard had exposed by raising his arm, the hers from elther side closed I
R . b hundred Dugies “I-“I:“ themselves before now prison king, and must ever woar his arms, so|they sound the mort over us. But there|had proved instantly mortal. The Eng- the .ﬂ': ks of the attackers, aod |
deep rolling of drums and the "'"'_““ the hands of the ‘archers of Ei 48 to shield him from even such perils |5 o hill in the center of the gorge upon |lishman leaped upon his horse and made th »s slowly and foot by feet!
of cymbals, all "'“h"“_n“ together .“_‘ r:-- | "What ransom, then, does he de-|as have threaténs bl this nlght. The | Which we might make our stand.'’ for the hill, at the very Instant that a yell th:uh:::qll ’uutll they wene
deatening uproar. Knights and arch-| _ .. L q the Spaniard. ¢ Is at the tent of the brave Du Guese- | 'L marked It yester night,’’ said Felton, |0f rage from a thousand volces and the n & n':.?:- where their
ers sprang to arms, “"'“'"l' 4 :! Big John scratched his red head and re be wiil sup to night. But T am | ““and no better spot could be found for |clang of a score of bugles snnounced the WI ml!,lng'for a fresh
':"“ .I:i“:! host l“'t"'l' :"{I‘; L::',",,' .:,l:d grinned in high delight when the ques- | a caballero of Aragon, Don Sancho Pene- | 0ut purpose, for it Is very steep at the | Spanish onset, gn;’,um" ble Indesd was the
the gulde dropped pO . . tion was propounded to him. Tell | losa. and, though 1 be no king, | am yet | back.' J

thanked Heaven for Ils mercies f

“We have found them caballeros!
B erled. This Is thelr morning call”

As he spoke he scrambled down one
of the narrow ravines, and, climbing
over a low ridge at the further end, he
led them Into a short valley with a
stream purling down the centre of It
and a very thlck growth of elder and
box upon either side Pushing their
way through the dense brushwood, they
looked upon a scene which made t}
hearts baat harder and thelr breath
come faster.

In front of them lay a broad plain,
watered by two winding streams and

covered with grass, streiching away to |

where, In the furthest distance, the
towers of Burgos bristied up against
the light blue morning sky. Over all
this vast meadow there lay a great clty
of tents—thousands upon thousands of
them, lald out In streets and squares
like a well-ordered town, High silken

villons or colored marquees, asboot-
ng up from Amo the crowd of mean-

or dwellings, marked where the great |

lords and barons of Leon and Castlle
displayed their standards, while over
the white roofs, as far as eye could

tench, the waving of anclents, pavons, |

penslls, and banderoles, with fash of
gold and glew of colors, proclaimed
that all the chivalry of Iberia were
musterad In the plain bencath them.

Far off, In the centre of the camp, o

huke palsce of red and white silk,
with the royal arms of Castile waving
from the summit, announced that the
gallant Henry lay there in the midst |
of his warriora |
As the English adventurers, peeping |
out from behind their brushwood
screen, looked down upon this wondrous
slght, theay could see that the vast army
it front of them was already afoot The
first pink light of the rising sun glit-
tered upon she steel caps and hreast- |
plates of dense massos of slingers and
erossbowmen, who drilled and marched
in the spaces which had been left for
thelr A thousand columns
of smoke reeked wup Inte the pure
morning alr where the faggots were
and the camp-kettles already
simmering. In the open plain elonds |
af light hefse galloped and swooped |
with swaying bodies and waving fave-
1ins, after the fashion which the Span- |
ish had adopted from thelir Moorish en-
amies Al mlong by the sedey hanks
of tha rivers long lines of pages led
thelr masters' chargers down to water,
while the knlzhis themselves lounged
n mroups about the doars

‘that 1
cows and a bull too, If It be but a lit-

him,” said he, shall have ten

tle one Also a dreas of blue sendall

for mother and a red one for Joan; with

fve ncres of pasture-land, two seythes,

and a e new ndstone Likewise
1all with stalls for the cowa
and thir ix gallons of beer for the
thirsty we ar.”
Fut, tut sald Sir Nigel, laughing.
AlL these K nay be had for mon-
. and 1 think 'on Dilego, that
t . "W 5 not too much for
¢ ¢ ned a Knight
“It shall be duly pald him.*
“For some days we must keep you
with us: and | must crave leave also

All day the lLiide band of English-

men lay in the aheltered gorge, look-
ing down upon the vast host of their
unconscl enemios, e sun had

sunk behind a clowd-bank In the west
before Sir Nigel at last gave word that
the men should resume their arms and
have thelr horses ready He had him-
self thrown off his armor, and had
dressed himself from head to oot In
the harness of the captured Spaniard

“Sir Wihiliam,” sald he, “it is my opin-
lon to attempt a small Ceed, and 1 ask
voy therefore that you will iead this
outfall upon the camp. For me, | will
ride Into thelr camp with my squire asd
two archers. 1 pray you to walch me,
and to ride forth when 1 am come
among the tents. You will leave twen-
ty men bohind here. and as we planned
this morning. and you will ride back
here yom have ventured as far

sevne rand to van ™
“T will 40 as you onder, !iv!: but
what = that you propose to deo

“Tou will ses anon, and indeed It 1»
but a triffine matter Alleyne. you
will come with me and lead a spare
horae By the Sel®s T w111 have the
two archert wha refa »hh pna through
France, for they are trusty men and
of stout heart. Tet Phem ride hehind
us, and 'et them leave thelr bows here

after

ready to pay a ot
wom, "

“By Sailnt Paul!
gold,* eriedd Sir N

master and give
Nigel Loring of T
him that 1 had ho

acquaintance this

venture to light

CHAF

It was a cold, Ll
ginning of March

to use your shield, you armor and ing In dense rolllng cloods through the
your horse 1 have need of it this day, | passes of the Cantabrian mountalns. The
but It shall duly returned te you, } Company had passed the night in a shel-
Bet guards Aylward, with arrow on | jered gully. Here and th » through the
string. at either end of the pass; for nse haze which surrounded thew, there
it may happen that some olher cava- ed out huge plunacles and Jutting
| Hers may visit us ere the time be | boulders of rock while high above the
come.”

sea of vapor there towered op one glgantic
peak, with the pink glow of the early sun-
shine upon Ita snow-capped head

was loud

The canp
merriment, for a n
from the prince wi

ring pralse for what

with orders that th

the forefront of the army

“The Lord Lorls
ance in his tent,'’
Alleyne,

The squire found

among the bhushes for It Ia not my |

wish that they should know that we that you should

are Englishmen. Say no word to any

A cushion

lips,

““It came this morning by the prince's
sald be,
from England by Sir John
Is new come from Sussex '

messenger, '’

Allerne turned to
oyes rested

bhis lips.

“What then?' saked the knight
% at him asvioas)y R Rihe

amine with the
Lady Maude?"

It s
brothes™*

hrath,

"By Salst Paul!
that he bad shown

“Yeot he was my

whom we may meet, and, If any speak  or kin that | had w

to you, pass on as though you heard ¥e has been sin

them not

So saying. Sir mounted the
white horse of thmgnln cavaller,

am et
““Hal" sald Sir
pray you.''

have disordersd his
my eagerness to ki
fvous a knlght

Spur on
we must cover many a le
fire or to

with his legs cromsed In front
jof him and a broad ribbon of parchment
lald across his knees, over which
poring with frowning brows and

upon It,
and a ery of surprise and grief burst from

Lady Mary or with the

"I!"H" Alerne,

| to hin brow. “He tu dead **

moura BMm 90

tn - and slaln,
rrime and violence, **

ting price for my ran-

I will not

lwel,

touch your
""Go back to your

1 greeting from Sir
wynham Castle, telllng
ped to make Lils better
night, and that, If 1

tent, It was bat In
ow so famed and conr
for
e ¢re we Ccan
loosen girth.

comrndes!

TER XVIL
enk n

ng In the be

and the mist was drift

with laughter and
wesenger had ridden In
th words of heart-stir-
they had done, amd
ey should still abide in

I craves your atteod

sald a youug archer to

the knight seated nupon

he was
pursed

“‘and was brought

Fallisiee, wheo

the letter, and, as his
his face turned pale

“‘There In nought

*T—my poor anhappr
with his hand

T bave never heard
o moech love for you

brother —the anly kith
Pon earth. Alns' alas'
I fear,

Nigel. “Read on, 1

The whole Company, leadlng thelr
horscs, passed across to the small hill
leh loomed up from the mist. It was

ndeed admirably designed for defence, for
It sloped down In front, all jJagged and
| boulder strewn, while it fell away behind
in a sheer ¢l of a hundred feet or more.
the sommit wns a small, uneven
ent, with a stretech across of a hun-
paces, and a depth of half as much

Agnin

“TUnloose the horses," sald Sir Nigel
“Now order the ranks, and filng wide the
banners, for our souls are God's and our
bodies the king's, and our swords fof
Saint George and for England!"*

Sir Nlgel had scarcely spoken when the
uist seemed to thin In the walley, and to
away Into long ragged elovds which
tralled from the edges of the cliffs, and
the msun broke through. It gieamed and
shimmered with dazaling brightuess upon
the armor and headpleces of a vast body
1 stretched across the
i m one cliff to the other, and
extended backwards antil their rear-guard
were far out upop the plaln beyond. Line
after lloe, and rank after rank, they
chocked ¢ neck of the valley with a
long vista of tossing pennons, twinkling
lances, waving plumes and  streaming
banderoles, while the curvets and gam-
hades of the chargers lent a constant mo-
tlon and shimmer to the glittering, many-
colored mass. A yell of exuitation, and &
forest of waviag steel through the length
aud breadth of thelr column, announced
that they conld at last see thelr entrapped
faemies. while the swelllng notes of a
hundred hugles and drums, mized with the
clash of Moorish eymbals, broke forth intoe
A proud peal of martlal triumph Strange
It was to these gallant and sparkilng cava-
llers of Spailn to look upon this handful
of men upon the Lill, t.e thin Vines of bow-

men, the knots of knights and men-at-arms
with armor roeted and discolored from long
service. and te learn that thess were In-
deed the soldlers whose fame and prow.
e85 had been the camp-fire talk of every
Army In Christendom. Very still and sflent
they stood, leaning upsn  thelr bows,
while their leaders took counsel together
In fromt of them. No elang of bugle rose
from thelr stern rank. bat In the center
waved the leopards of England, on the
Hebt the ensign of thelr Company with
the roses of Loring. and on the left over
three seore of Welsh howman, there foat-
of the red banner of Merlln with the red-
hoar's heads of the Puttesthorns. Grave.

sh

nea fr

Iy and sedately they stood befors the
m':q‘ sus. walting for the ooslanght
L r .

with puckersd eye down the valley,

CHAPTER XVIL
| But the Islanders were ready and eager

which the last had been re
three hundred and seventy men Wi
held the crest, one hundred and pv

for the encounter, With feet firmly
| Planted, thelr sleeves rolled back to glve two were jeft :';:ddi::d u;l‘nl: [
free play to thelr muscles, thelr long were sorely wou

of blood. Sir Ollver Buttesthomi
Richard Causton, Sir S/mon B X
Simon, Johnston, & hundred
archers, and forty-seven men %
fallen, while the pltiless s
was alrendy whizzing and piplog osees
about thelr ears, threateniog .
stant to further reduce thelr
Sir Nigel looked about him at 88
tered ranks, and his face fushed ¥

yellow bow-staves In thelr left hands, and
thelr quivers slung to the front, they had
walted In the four-deep harrow formation
which gave strength to their array, and
¥et permitted every man to draw his Arrow
freely without harm to those In front.

On swept the Spaniards, over the level
and up to the slope, ere they met the
blindlng storm of the BEnglish ArTOWS,

Down went the whole ranks In a whirl Idier's pride b
of mad confusion, horses plunging and | *eldier's - S “1 have
kicking, bewlldered men falling, rising, | '‘BY St. Paull'* be eried, 1 A

in many a little blckering, but
that I wounld be more loth to have ¥
than this. But you are wounded, AME
“It is npought,” answered .
stanching the blood which drippeEs
a sword-cut mcross his fore
““These gentiemen of Spaln
most courteous and worthy
that they are already forming @
this debate with us, Form up
two deep Instead of four. By Bf
some vwery brave men hl'l'.
among us. Jward, you are 8 §
dier, for nll”mt your shoulder
felt Iade, nor your heels

gold spurs. Du take ©

right; I will hold the center,

Lord of Angus, the left.’
‘‘Ho! for 8ir Samkin Ayl

the a
o rough volce ";':5'*' their new ¥

staggering on or back, while EVEr new
lines of horsemen came spurring through
|the gaps and urged thelr chargers up the
| fatal slope. All around him, Alleyne could
| hear the stern, short orders of the aster-
bowmen, while the air was filled with
the keen twanging of the strings and the
swish and patter of the shafts. Right
ncross the foot of the hill there had
sprung up a long wall of struggling horses
and stricken men, which ever Erew and
heightened as fresh sqoadrons poured on
the attack. So for five long minutes the
gallant horsemen of Spaln and of France
ftrove ever and agaln to force a ge,
until the low walling note of & bugle calied
them back, and they rode slowly out of
bow-shot, leaving their best and their
bravest In the ghastly, blood-mottied beap
hehind  them,

fromist the knights had charged them 1o |never t to lead o wing R
o ;:-0 slingers had crept round upon |en flald. Stand close,
the ollhn‘ln?dl::;' +ihed & footing upon | these fuger-bones! we must PIsY
n outlylng rocks. | this e
A st o
A ;r‘m of stones broke snddenty upon | **Come hither, Alleyne,’~ said

W“‘M".ﬂhmm
Appear to be some very worthy people

fee Oliver,

and fell dead without 5 groan, while fif. 3.'.'."‘ a::‘.hfl-‘ gz .
:::r::hll and six of the men-| The two squires
o Y down at the same|and the three stood
avold the Iay on thelr faces to|the rocky ravine which iay &
thwt-:-:ﬂyhn‘matmmdwmmﬂm
.mm&tmmmm ‘“The prince m

€ Almiog maioly at those |are with us,' said
who had swarmed up the cliffs and buret. |er onfall
m.htahmtul::ﬂm'hl'lﬂ-m“"
almed shaft bronght of their opponents | must come
!ngpltugd".fﬂ- lofty pereh llne ncross

Ry Seint Panl™ quoth @ir  Nigel, | broaght us we
g.-nln.ﬁnnhhh-hm*lm_-"

t u-mdandwm.h(ﬁ“.'
mmm-m—&-“ “1 see
mhur-umhm.w.h ““And see
mam““d the hmM
m-:-l Ereat  hardiness, it | valley 7"
soch a bart.' » ./ “




