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PIid you ever see a rit or mouse or
wild rabbit sick from what might
be termed natural \ny
one who can contribute such an anlmal
to the Department of Agriculture may

unwittingly confer a benefit of mil
Mons of dollars annually on this
country, What the Department wants

Is a fatal and contagious malady,
svhich It Is working hard to get now,
but up to date the work Is merely
promising, there having been no satls-
factory result to record. So If any one
bhas a huteh of rabbits swept off by

a sudden and mysterlous disease, or
if he notices any swift and sudden
aonortality among the rats and mice
in his locality, that may be the very

thing the Department is looking for,
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TO BREED UP A DISEASE.

Eftorts of the Government to Start a Plague Among Destructive Varmints.

LIOTT MITCHELL

GUY El

II--- bought by the pound and sprend
m  bread. I'he contagious quality
has not developed yet in any of the
forelgn cultures tried

'HE RABBIT PEST,

The blelogieal survey h wn abl
to do u gol deal In a pra il 9
with the rabbit pest. Soeme time
the forest service set up a howl of In-

It had planted some h -!.-t'
] g trees, nursery
» Clalifornia
rubbits ate
sk, Then It seeded
several hundred 1 v with white pine
to restore the la after a fire, and |
the rabbits cheerfully set o Wurk, dug
up all the seeds and ate them. But
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|l to get it
very one knows that the |
“ ! ym 18 a serlous one In
] of the West, and the ralb
EN m.us at times threatened ]!lu
'n

In the wike o/Australin, and even
1o Jdogether the small anlmals |

amount of damage, but
do not realize what Its
willy 18, Yet In one cou..-
tate of Washington Iast
miece destroyed at least
on dollars worth of prop-
In the same time wolves
alone muleted the stoek
1,000,000 worth of cattle,
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TASK OF THE BCIENTISTS,
cope with these pests Is one of
Interesting tasks of the
blological survey of the Department of
Agriculture, It has been working In
a qulet way for several years, and has
about come to the conclusion that al-
though It Is possible to trap, polson
and otherwise reduce the pests in
many Instances, the thing that Is
really needed Is n contaglous disease
ghat ean be bottled up In the labor-
latory and distributed to do its own
fwork on an Infinitely more effective
/seale than ecan traps and polsons
That there I8 some such disease, or

We
1w,

‘sts of the department do not doubt.
trouble up to date has been
d It. The blologieal servey Is

| that they breed wolves quite as fast

[In the United States where there is an

Egg Farms of California.

By T. F. McGREW
Many years ago I assisted a friend
n the loading of a ear of pouliry for

fornin, This car was shipped from
ral Ohlo, and the fowls contained
well selected from

eln were very
flocks of desirable wvarieties. The
owner of this car crossed the conti-
nent in eare of his birds and settled in

Central Cali iia. Reports  from
there n few years later told a direful
of the Impossibility of success
n poultry-growing in California,

It is unnecessary to relate the many

story

troubles experienced, except to say
that the amateur in poultry at that
time imagined that the birds would |
live and prosper in the California cll-
mate without proper shelter within

houses during the cold, damp weather.
A close study of these conditions
has entirely eliminated all these mis-
takes, and to-day there Is no place

that found
with reference

equal to

Californin

enthusiasm

thronghount

The construction of proper houses, |
the selecting of proper breeds and the
proper earing for them has built up an
Cnormous business through that

E DOGS.
ts of the West.

the blologists were loaded for rabbit,
s0 to speak, and they furnished the
forest people with a harmless wash
to soak thelr pine nuts in before plant- |
Ing, and with a cheap dip for the
nursery stock which a self-respecting
rubbit will no more nibble than will |
an ordinary human belng smell auto-
mobile odor for a perfume.

this the

confessedly
leaf out of the book of the
Piute and other desert-dwelling In-
tllans. The Plutes have been caching
food supplies of pine and pinion nuts
|in the desert for hundreds of years
| and they found that the rabbits, the
ground squirrels and pralrle dogs
would clean out thelr eache. But
II||l'_\' found by experience that there
| was a little desert weed that the
| ground anlmals disliked excessively
and that anything dipped In n tea
steeped from the bark of the weed was
rabibit-proof for a long time thereafter,
B0 the rabbits were checkmated on
that play and the forest officers have
no more trouble froc: that quarter,
PLAGUE OF THE WOLVES,
But It Is the very prosence of the
forest reserves that has bred the
present plague of timber wolves In
the West, 0 hunting Is allowed In
the reserves and they form nurserles
for game of all sorts. But It seewms

In hiologists

took a

ns they breed anything else, of which
fact the cattle ralsers have been made
palnfully aware,

In the days of the buffalo on the
pluing, thonsands of wolves lived on
the herds, When the buffalo were
killed off the wolves disappeared also,

In  econjunction with the

Lof anlmal Industry. Bome

-....ui't leads have been struck, but
)\ﬂﬁha W them have turned out to byer
Just ‘l"mt was wanted. For lnstance,
while they are worklng with one dis
pase now that ls fatal to a certain
breed of feld mice, it will not touch
others, and the rats laugh at It in
consclous Immunity Also there are
plenty of contaglous animal diseases
that could be turned loose on the rats,
ground squirrels, and rabbits, but as
they would kill a horse Just as quickly

as they would a rat, they are not
wanted.
ERNEST THOMPRON SETON'S
FIND
Bome years back the survey lost

Just the chance It has been looking

for. Fruest Thompeon Seton was p
In Canada, where there was a pest of
rabbits, #nd poticed that they were |
rap!dly dying out Some mysterious
Jgtane wee earsving them off, and It
was ool long before the country was |
st eleared of them. He realized |
uls disénse m wove valuable |

o: mapnged to catel some glek rob-
which he shipped to a laboratory
In New York, but the problem was not |
Just In the blologist's line, and he did
not reallze the lmmense Importancs
af It, so the secret was not grasped,
e blossalval survey s looking
* sim!l urrences, and 5'1|.l'l

& orwpity offers, will make the most
here 0 & Dokl wouse disease that

. lmrualera o Jdamest'e anlmals, and
awvée I8 tvoing hard to make It

t enough to do business with

the largur pests It promises

well, but the sclentists have had too
many disappointments to be bragging
In advance. 'They are, however, act
ually trying to reinforce the imense
Lo It worse than It has proved

vo Jute  This s getting pretty deep
etwirk of germology and
It means really hreed-
Jisgase germs on somewhat the

till there was not one where there nsed
be a thousand. Then the eattle
men began to stock the ranges, and
the wolves found conditions much the
same a8 In the buffalo days. They
promptly multiplied and Inereased till |
they are now dolng an
nmount of damage, anlded largely

thelr nsylum In the forest reserves,

o

lnmnmense
by

The blologleal survey has sent out
Mr. Vernon Balley, one of its best
men, to study the wolf problem, and

he has been skeeing and snowshoeing
through Wyoming and Montana while
the snow was on the ground and the
wolves were particularly easy to track
and study He has not done any
shooting, but Is trylng the effects of
polsons and teaps, Buat the wolves are
nbout as cunning as foxes, and after
yvou have trapped and polsoned a few
in a given district the rest grow wary |

section of the country.
In the

of Petaluma,
horn fowls are probably kept
or producing the white-shelled eggs
for the California city markets than
can be found within the same number
of miles in any other place in the
world, One enthusiastic visitor to that
lncality has made the statement that
ry acre In the fifty thousand acres
vigited contained a hundred Leghorns.

The climate of Southern California,
the beauties of the scenery, the pleas-
ure of fruit enltivation and the profit- |
able growing of poultry have attracted
many bundreds to that section to em-
bark in these pursults under pleasant
conditions.

A Mr. Brownlow who purchased a
few acres of ground In that loeality

neighborhood

j the

|to this Industry, | o

necessities Is not 50
high as In the colder parts of
country, as much of it Is
usnally produced near at hand. All
of these things combine to make the
reglons of Southern Califernia mest
attractive to poultry growers, who may |
be seeking a softer climate to lessen
the aggravation which the rigors of
winter lieap upon some member of
| the family. Many have gone there
| seeking a place merely to benefit their
bealth, and have been much lmproved
by so doing; but they bave also been
able to make a living for themselves
and thelr families through the com-
bination above described. |
ALL CANNOT SUCCEED.
All do not succeed. This can not be

7 -
and other

in any following of life. Those who |
do succeed usually have more or less
experience in the business before they
embark upon It I'ie fallures come

to the inexperienced, and those who
are unable to contend with the diffi-
culties always confronting one in the
upbuilding of a new home in any lo- |
cality. 1

What are known in the S8an Fran-
cisco market as “range” eggs, the New
York market designates as “fresh-lajd”
eggs. Ranch eggs of California are
the fresh-laid eggs that are brought
direct to the market and sold as such.
During Nevember and December last
this gquality of eggs sold in the mar-
kets of Ran Francisco as high as fifty-
one cents a dozen, and as low as thirty
cents, influenced, no doubt, by the s1p-
ply and demand, governing this pro-
duet in every locality.

Eggs sold In Chieago during the
vear of 1905 as low as fifteen cents,
S8an Francisco the lowest price
quoted for the year was fourteen
cents, When the lesser expense of
caring for them is ecusidered, the ad-
vantages or profit from poultry grow-
Ing should be fully equal to, if not bet-
ter than would be the same pursult in
Ilinols.

BUSINESS METHODS IN FARMING

Successful Kansas Farmer Who Has
Kept Trace of Receipts and Ex-
penditures for Twenty Years.

the Kansas City Journal of the sue-
cess of A. L. Hollinger, a well-to-do
Kansas farmer who opened a set of
books when he began farming twenty
yvears ago and who has kept his aec-
counts as accurately as a bank does
its. The other day he struck a trial
balance and found himself $£50,000 to
the good. He has now retired from
the farm and will make a tour of
America,

ten years ago has built up for himself,
with the assistance of his wife and
children, a most profitable combination
of poultry, fruit, bees and squabs, all
of which thrive continually under the
softer climates of that locality, ena-
bling these people to produce brollers
every month with a minimum amount
of care and attention, the frult and
bees beilng a remarkable source of
profit durlng the greater part of the
year,

PROTECTION AGAINST DAMP

IMPORTANT.

The bulldings used for poultry In

these localitlies need not be 8o expen

The compilation of his long record
beginning with 188G shows the total
figures given as follows: He has
ralsed 5,265 acres of wheat, a yearly
average of over 263 acres, and on
that area bas ralsed 98,791 bushels, or
an average per acre for twenty years
of 1845 bushels, Duaring all the two
decades henever had an entire fallureof
wheat, although an average of 1%
bushels an acre in 1805 came very near
to It

His corn record Is equally interest-
Ing. He has raised 2,846 acres of
corn, a yearly average of 142 acres,
The total number of bushels was 72,-

glve In construction as is necessary In
that portion of the country visited

THE SCOURGE OF THE

feeding the fowls:; and the facility | made two entire failures, one In 18056
with zero weather during the wintes | and one in 1901, In 1805 It was very
months, Protection from rain, damp |near a fajllure, only 3 bushels per
and vermin Is the most necessary ad- | acre. Less attention was paid to oats

junct to a properly constructed poultry
house when the poultry can not run
at large and range over the Jand.
I'iere I8 no month in the year in which
they can not find more or less animal
inil vegetable life for food upon the
range. This 12 months of food sapply
reduces the expense very waterlally in

plan *hat plants and animals are

d by the department Hut

&0 ‘% 4 hope that they may be able
to we something with It Anyhow

they are trying
ere bag been a number of reports

from abroad of the wouderful things |

forelgn bacteriologists hnve soceeeded
ta dolng In the Noe of contagions dis

eases for small avimal pests, but
though cultures have been bought
abroad and tried falthfully bere. ne

results have ever been obtalned. Some
of the germs haye proved fatal to the
anlmals that até them, but the same

s true of any sort of polson that can | “varmints”

AN OUT OF DOOR BROODER AND FLOCK OF YOUNG WHITE LEGHORNS.

and the polsons and traps are rele
gated to seat 23 The wolves get so
crafty that they will not swallow n
plece of meat without mouthing it,
and If they get the bitter taste of
strychnine or arsenle they drop It and
|look for something else to eat
| Whether or not the survey will be able
[ to kill them off with some contaglous
| discase Is a question, but they are
rapldly becoming as great a pest and
far more dangerous than the smaller

with which squab breeders ean Ay
their birds at large, continually ndds
vigor and strength to the breeding
stock, which naturally assists In the
quick growth and size obtained In the
squabs,

The quotation of eggs, dressed
poultry and squabs In the Californla
market, while not the equal of the
New York and Boston markets, wil)
grade well In value with the average
markets of our larger Inland ecitles,
The expense of lving as to food |

uu only 679 acres were raised. This

72, or an average per acre for twenty
years of 25% bushels. The corn

CATTLE COUNTRY.

averaged for the twemty years 2%
bushels per acre. In all these figures
the number of acres sown I8 given and
the number of bushels harvested.

“During the twenty years,” said Mr.
Hollinger, “I have almed to carry
enough cattle to nse up the rough-
pess and the corn raised on the farm,
usually from 100 to 400 head. Of late
years | have pald more attention to
‘cattle and alfalfa, and bhave found
that it was a far more reliable cem-
bination than purely grain farming In
which I was chlefly engaged in the
earller time of my experience. There
is no question but that any intelligent
farmer can make a competency, and
support bis family In abundant com-
fort in central Kansas, I have done
no more than any of my neighbors did
or might have done. Eich yecr the
same income :||»|»ruxiruult-|_\ can be se-
cured If the work is carefully planned
and such cropsare raisedas areadapted
to Kansas soil and Kansas climate.”

As an example of Mr. Hollinger's
stock ralsing It may be mentioned that
he came to Kansas City recently with
20500 worth of stock which he sold
off his farm. He has lived on the
same place for thirty-three years and
is not leaving Kansas because he Is
entirely satisied with his wealth but
because he wants to give his family
a broader education and to secure
recreation for himself, “I think I
have enough to keep me from want,”
he said, “and 1 amentitled to get some-
thing more out of life than [ have
heretofore done.”

GREAT BEAR COUNTRY.

-——

Representative Bede of Minnesota
Tells the President About Big
Game Hunting in Duluth.

How it happened that the war cor-
respondents at Washington found out
about J, Adam Bede's conference on
bears with President Roosevelt does
not appear. However, a full report of
the Mirnesota Congressman’'s tales
has been made, and was made public
in the New York Evening Post. It
makes an alluring document, Mr, Bede,
who is the acknowledged wit of the
House, sought the President with the
friendliest intention. “You like to
shoot bears,” said *“Jadam,” diplo-
matically, Mr, Roosevelt admitted it
“But yon don’t have to go into the
wild West for your sport,” went on the
Minnesota statesman, “Think of this
fact: thirteen bears were shot in the
streets of Duluth last year—in Du-
luth, the pride of the Northwest, that
beautiful city on the great unsalted
gsea.” The statement had a perceptible
effect on the President, and Mr. Bede

was encouraged to go on. “It's the
only place in the whole world, Mr.
President, where you can go bear

hunting by trolley car, under the elec-
tric light, and on asphalt pavements.
We have all the conveniences so dear
to the heart of the true sportsman,
and without leaving your hunting
ground you can walk across the street
to the mail box and drop in a postal
card to your friends, telling them all
about the game you have bagged."”
With the Congressman was a Duluth
constituent, a lady with first-hand

knowledge of bear hunting in that
city, She added her corroborative
statement: *“Oh, yes, Mr. President, &

ghort time ago a friend of mine heard
a noise outside his window, and on
looking out saw that it was a bear try-
Ing to climb a telegraph pole, He ghot
that fellow without leaving his bed-
room.” Then, to the joy of the Preal-
dent, Mr. Bede took up the tale: “Why,
bears are common things with ua up
in Minnesota, Mr, President. Last year
five bears held up one of our trolley
cars. They were two old ones and
three cubs. This occured right in the
streets of Duluth, The big fellow got
in front of the car and put his paws
on the dashboard, driving the motor-
man off, while mamma and the cubs
went around after the conductor. After
they had had enough of this sport they
raised the siege and trotted off toward
the outskirts of the city. Oh, no, we
don't let the bears trouble us much.
When they get too bothersome we turn
them over to the police, who drive
them out of town; ‘but it's a great bear
country up there, and I'm sure you
would like to see a bit of it.” Now, if
it is announced that President Roose-
velt means to take a vacation up In
the Minnesota woods, the correspond-
ents may go straight to Duluth, where,
as Mr, Bede is a true prophet, the
great bear slayer may be found sitting
in the door of an up-to-date hotel, a
rifle across his knees, waiting for the

promised sport.
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SEND NO MONEY—WE PAY THE FREIGHT

We will gladly send L) % one of our Beautiful Dinner Sets,

size, for family use, high In (no0 cheap imitation), floral chaste

{mumhmummm the kind is all fashionablo New
York, if you will Mig;- introduee our Standard ing Powder, Teas, Coffees. Spices,
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WANTED : Amateur phot rhl sultable for
art and advertising subjecta ‘..l print '% price
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MEN & BOYS WANTED to learn the Plumbing
Trade. Complete the course in3or i montha, Ju-
nlors earn from $3 to §4 per day, With ﬂmbw
experionce outside, you can joln the Union X de-

mand $4 to 85 per day. Catalogue sent free.
!'inmt_ﬂ_g_.‘-k‘hfg;i. 18 W, ®th St., New York.

WE WANT MEN (n every State to carry on
noss of great profit. Attractive pw'palhim.l“to

manent men, State Maps sell themsel ves
comnlsslon basts. :«'c;rf:sr h Co., Box 69, Bos-

Co.,

ton, Mass,, or lndlmupolh.m.
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2 ACRE TRACTS CHOICEST truit and farm
(on the Gulf Coast Highlands in Alabama) for
cosh and 48 monthly 'nstalments of §i0 mh&n. L}
eent). l'ru’;:n ﬁny #75 1o §235) An acre A year.
ably healthful, Send for booklet, Irvington
Co.. 184 La Salle 5t., Chicago, 111

WANTED: WICHITA PROPERTY., Lands
Southwest Kansas, What have you for sale?
years buylng and selling Kansas dirt, Cholce 60
acres near Garden l'1tt‘.' onsa’m. Write E. L. Spencer,
116 8, Lawrence Ave., Wichita, Kansas.

CALIFORNIA COLONIZATION LANDS, T
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CALIGRAPH TYPEWRITER zmm. Il.amln%
Yost, Densmore & Jewett, & onch. Eleo
Commereial Graphaphone UuLﬂé new taper-Arm
disc phunlvrn}nh cheap, Edison Mim #10.00.
0. Hacker, 3 Park Pl., N. Y.

BOOK-EEEPERS—Keep out of tronble. Remove
blots and incorrect entries without Eu.u:h]n'
Eradicator never faila, Send Ze. for bottle.
terms to Agents. H. A. Ink Eradicator Co.,
Washington Ave,, New York)

MISCELLANEOUS.

SOUVENIR POST CARDS OF NEW YORK CITY,
beautifully colored, no two allke, prominent views
only. Send twenty-five cents In stamps or money
order and I will mall six cards; one card a da; fﬁ
slx days. Forelgn addresses one eenhldlll on
Q‘-r(nrd. JULIUS WEIL, No. 21 West Houston 5
ii:w York City. References. Mechanics &
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SELF FILLING * Blofll " Fountain Pﬂnle
best and most simple self Alling Fountain Pen
#1100 to introduce it to the trade now,
?rlce $2.00. For sale at any Statloner, Dept. Htore o{
eweler, or of the tarer. i d Poln!
Pen Co,, 102 Beekman St., New York.
2% VISITING CARDS I0e. Your name gl&l!
ﬁﬂmuj in script, old English, or Roman on
ristol cards, only 10c; name and address, iﬁ.
with name and ress, 2c. Matteson, Bt
Brooklyn, N, Y.
CYPHER WRITING. Construct your own secret
cypber by the Perfect System. Invaluoable for cor-
respondence and dlaries, E for those having
key. Others cannot understand. Full instructions
8L J. W, Magrath, P. 0. Box 224, New York.

16 MASS. HISTORICAL Post (:.rd? 10e.
I_lpwlﬂn Art Co., 582 Broadway, New nr:_ga;r?l
CATSKILL MT. POST CARDS—1) assorted ME

colored artistic views, 35 centa, from the Haunts
Hip Van Winkle. If you don't like "em we
2: money., Also West Polnt, Hudson River

. &e., list free, Harton & , Box 33, Corn-
wall-on-Hudson, N, Y.

ATHLETIC OUTFITS—Base Ball uniforms a
nd for sample book of uniform flannels
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1000 FOR $1 Accident Polioy ,m__..; weakly.
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omm asloner for protection, Send #1 for Poiicy.
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inventors malled on receipt of 6 cents ﬂ
qhga. B. Lacey, Washington, D. 0. Esta
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“THE WHITE COMPANY.,”
by no less great an author

than
Sir A. Conan Doyle, who for the

In fact, no writer of late
tion prdn.t.

ten or more

than this Englishman.

style is most pleasing and his

aginative power far above
We secured from

Conan Doyle's
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