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GREAT RUIN BY VOLCANO.,
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Recognizing the demand for a lifq-l
thawnel at the month of the Colombaa |
River, Secretary Root authorized the
Chief of Engineers to convert the Army
transport Grant into a sea dredge, and
Lo commence operations on the bar at
the enrliest possible date. This action
15 taken on recommendation of the spe
cial board of engineers that recently vis
ited the mouth of the river. It is pro
posed to scour out a channel of about 30
feet depth to begin with. When this has
been completed, the dredge will probably
be used i maintaining and deepening
the channel until the jetty is completed.
The Grant, now at San PFrancisco, will
be outhitted with complete dredging
machinery of the suction Lype nt a cost
of about §100,000, This sum will be
taken from the fund approprinted for
improving the mooth of the Columbin
River,
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