CASTLES IN THE AIR.

With frescoes and costly gildings,
With tapestries soft and rare,

I have furnished those noble buildings—
My castles in the air,

But | turn from the halls that glitter
And sparile with every gem,
For | know that his lot is bitter
Wha tries to live in them,
—=Harry Romaine in Ladies’ Home Journal

THE SCOUT'S RIDE.

Christimas day, 1862, found the Army
f the Potomae in winter gquarters near
Falmouth, Va., writes Major George F.
Williams in The Rider and Driver. With
that elasticity of spirit so characteristic
f the veteran soldier, the Union troops
had already recovered from the effects
f that terrible battle at Fredericksburg,

en the several corps were buffeted by
Lee's guns on St. Mary's Heights, Muny
a familiar face was missing from the
ranks, but convalescents were rapidly
arriving from the hospital, and the army
was preparing for its approaching spring
and summer campaign, which ended at
Gettvsburg,

While his staff was exchanging

Christmas greetings soon after reveille
Gieneral Hooker summoned to his pres-
ence Jim White, one of the headquarters
sCOuts,
“White,” said the general, *1 learn
om Washington that it is Dbelieved
it the rebs contemplate a movement
hrough the Loudon valley. You must
go and ascertain if this is troe.”

“All right, general,” replied the scont,
with a brief salute as he turned to leave
the t

“W route will yon take!" asked
the general.

“1 shall go by the Warrenton road
and leave our lines from the pickets of
(teneral Sykes' regulars, From Warren-
ton to Aldie gap is a day's ride, and then
I will be in the valley.”

“I hope to see yon then in five days.

“If I get back at all, sir, you will see
e on New Year's eve. It can't be done
any quicker."”

“Very well. Go and get your pass.”

It was a great disappointment for Jim
White, this being summoned for danger-
¢us duty on Christmas day, for he had
intend=l being one of the guests of a
comrade who had received a fat torkey
home, But, putting aside all
ht of the pr -Iuml-l festivity, Jim
__' it his pass for the picket line, and sad-
1 is horse rode away from head-

fx
1

"

FLers.

iing the little village of Aldie on
the afternoon of the second day, Jim
ro de through the gap as the setting sun
n togild the mountain tops. Dressed
dled butternut, the nsual costume of
rinin  farmer, the scout had met
no adventure, and he was looking
rward to a speedy termination to his
errand.

The horse Jim rode was a remarkable
animal, Possessing good blood and ac-
tiom, it nevertheless was rather uncouth
in appearance, Its coat was very rough,
and us the scout eeldom used the curry-
comb, the brute did not look like a fast
one, Jim, however, knew the good qual-
ities of his beast, for they had often been

wed in critical moments, Always

lopting the character of a Virginia
furmer, Jim's shaggy horse aided in the

ception, and gnly those who knew his
real character wounld recognize a famons
sconut in the queer pteture he made in the
eaddle,

“Seems to me,” said the scout, solilo-
(uizing, *‘those people in Washington
ure always finding mare's nests, Here 1
Am in the Loudon and not a reb in

.‘.- he uttered the words, Jim came to
another road which ecrossed the one he
had been following., In an instant he
discovered the approach of a Confederate
cavalry patrol.  Accustomed to such
perils, Jim very coolly checked his steed
and waited for the little party.

“W yeou enm from?:” demanded the
cavalry leader as he and his men rode up,

“Bin down in Aldie,” drawled Jim.
“Went to see how things looked down
thar.”

“B'l

“Wel

12 to the army?™
not exactly. though I've done
3 toward thinning out the

Yanks,
“Oh, then yon are one of Mosby's

‘Yanse.”

“And whar are yeou going?”

“Up by the way of Ashby gap, Prom-
ised to be in Martinsburg tomorrer.”
Is that the road to Aldie:”
Yaas, It's the way I've come.”

“Well, good day; we must get through
the gap tonight.”
“Yeou can do it easy. There's no
Yanks this side of Warrenton,”

“Thanks.™

And then the patrol proceeded. Jim
having mentioned Ashby gap wa: com
pelled to take the road just left by the

nfederates, for unless he did so he
knew their suspicions might be aronsed,
Thanking his lucky stars for getting by
th Jim supposed he had es-
ot out of sight,
ne of the men

wm so casily,
caped.  He had not v«
however, when he heard ¢
SAY:

“ "Pears to me, sergint, that fellow’s a
Yank. Mebbe he's a scont,’

Jim White dng his spurs into lus
horse's flanks. The animal started off
1 a gallop. Having got go good a start,
1e seont decided to risk everything by
instant flight. The rapid reverberations
s horse's hoofs on the frozen earth
rayed his purpose, and the patrol was
soon thundering in pursuit after him

Jin kns-w that he was in danger of
being shot, but as he was also aware that
Uie aim l galloping horsemen is always

ry uncertain he entertained very lit tle
fear on that scor To him capture now
1 uf o rope

ant certain death at the
g over the oo
iren Unless he conld outet: his §
siera his career as a Union s 8
n end
On and on rode the fugitive scor
‘I“l’-u- . the latter cceasicually gt
vice to the yell s
C nl'--ulmh- throata. l-r.vl'ml‘\ the dis-
tance between Jim and the pitrol wi
lened, and it seemed tolerably clear tL.n:

oft enrd fr

the scout would ultimatels eSCApe
the superior speed of Lis horse,
Gleefully looking up the s
that led to the gap, Jim's hea
l}' .-~I|'|'-[h-11 ]N';I.ll'l;.'. for L )
covered the approach
of horsemen. His sharp €Yes

i
that the newcomers wers

the sty

enemies, He
had apparently fallen into g trap, g
But Jim White wonl tl-\-r]..|. :
ceeded as a scout had his wits ey
sharp, He had been 1' similar strait
before, yet had esc iped. By
l“]"Tllflr‘ rein he oo e
ander him to ma
and almost at t
made a leap « t
stretching out on
steed was soom  crossis
Bnow strewn stubble

Both of the C nfederate patrols fol
lowed, but as the Yy were ed in get-
ting over the fence Jim had mean time
reached the other side of the field, his
horse leaping a wide ditch in his stride
Two or three carbines were ¢ mptied
him as the horse rose from the leap, but
all the bullets went wide of their mark

It was now a test of speed ¢
ance, and Jita had again asang
of escape. He knew the valle v well,
as he rode gallantly forward the thon
entered his busy brain t on the other
side of a small wood he was approsching

there was a road leading toward the
River Potomac. He also remembered
that a mile or two below thers was a

bridge across
once flll'lnul lhl
elnded his pursuer

It took only a few seconds to enter the
wood and dash through it. On reachi
the road he darted off again, being f
a mile ahead when the Confederate
up his trail. In less than 10
h.d reached the bridge, 1t L
yond a sharp turn in the row
ting him out of the sight of
patrols.

Suddenly reining in, he dismount
and led his horse nnder the Irr|-, . Unee
there, hie covered the an
his hat to check its
and ordered it to kn
was promptly ol
it seeming to rec
Standing there, ready for any emergency
the scout calmly waited, |
sharp clatter of the Confeder
rapidly approached. Nearer
came the thundering ho
ment later they rattled

The trained and intelli
no sign of its presence,
ntes the pursuing part;
and hearing. Then Jim
road and galloped away up the valley
He reached Aldie gap late in the night,
and passing through wi 1t challenge
bivouacked in & wood near the Center-
ville road. He reached General Hooker
on New Year's eve and made his report,
and thus it was that Jim White's shagg
but fleet steed saved him from eapt 1re
and death.—True Flag.

narrow creek, and he

1 by which he finally

steed,

ze itsn .~r.1 & peril,

nearer
il & m

i the r!.u_l'.

Trouble With a Cook.

Mrs. Joshua and her family desired to
acquire the correct Parisian accent and
therefore engaged a French cook—a ludy
whose pot an fen had attained more than
universal reputation. But no Er
household can live on fricasses, raie an

lish

erges frappees. and

beurre noir and
when, therefore, the French cuisiniere
was asked to supply a British breakfast
the result wasa failore, The mistress.
naturally enough, expostulated w ith the
cook, who replied in the latest Parislan
style. "‘T]]I' tonnerres,” she cried,
’\th--li\l my kfast—plan—plan,’
and at eac ]1 word she hurled a plate or
cup to the fl oor and daneed upon the at
ome, e

At such a game the lar
th.tu must becoms
the Cadogan
d.nuulwwn'h- last at Vi
manufacture, she took up a kitel
and, like the famons Vatel
threatened in cha
days, but to finish
also It took four «
to hold her dowt
the sentence
1]i-mi-~|i 1

t'u-r a

but the
the law
was not 1n ¢ :
tom 1 therefore meriled
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A Flastrated Pilgrim
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For the Cure of

Liquor, Opium,
Morphine, Cocaine, Chloral
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A SPECIAL OFFER!
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Ripans Tabvules : for bad temper

Rigans Tabules cure bad breath

" o
b ie b




