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Vernonia needs to change their
water rates, says PW committee

by Jim Tierney and Dale Webb,
Vernonia Public Works Com-
mittee members

The Vernonia Public Works
Committee has been consider-
ing how to keep water and
sewer rates as low as possible
over the long haul. Like most
things in life, saving money in
the long run involves giving
something up in the short run.
So it is likely to be with our wa-
ter and sewer rates in the near
future. This is the first in a se-
ries of articles that your Public
Works Committee proposes to
publish to help the citizens un-
derstand the complexities that
we and the City Council see as
affecting future water and sew-
er rates.

This article is intended to
give you some understanding
of the city’s complicated public
works budget, and explain the

need to set aside reserves to
replace our aging water and
sewer systems. In the next arti-
cle, we’ll explain the several
ways different cities approach
setting rates, together with an
objective discussion of the un-
derlying philosophies behind
those rate setting strategies.
Responsible leaders in
charge of any expensive facility
typically set aside a reserve
from the rates to replace the fa-
cility and its parts as they age
and wear out. For most home-
owners this might include set-
ting aside $500 a year to re-
place the roof, or a similar
amount to help pay for painting
the house every 7 to 10 years.
When your facilities are worth
millions of dollars, this kind of
prudence becomes even more
important.
Historically, Vernonia’s lead-
See Water on page 18
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Left to right, United Way Director Kathye Beck smiles as Branch Manager Carleen Johnston
and US Bank Banker Laura Bourrioux present a check for $3950 to United Way of Columbia
County from the US Bank Columbia River District. “We greatly appreciate the support of US
Bank in our efforts to help change lives in Columbia County. Thank You,” Beck said.

Community Calendar

VERNONIA

MIST-BIRKENFELD

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous

Mondays 6:30 p.m., 410 North Street
Thursdays (Big Book Study) 7:00 p.m., 410 North Street

American Legion Post #119 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., 627 Adams Avenue
Booster Club 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., VHS Library
Boy Scout Troop 201 Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., Scout Cabin
Boy Scout Troop 860 Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., LDS Church
Cemetery Beautification Comm. 2nd Thursday 6:30 p.m., Library
CERT 4th Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-3018
Chamber of Commerce 2nd Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-6081
Community Coalition 2nd Monday 12:30 p.m. School District Ofc.
Cub Scout Pack 201 Scout Cabin For Info Call 503-429-4250
Emerg. Preparedness Comm. 4th Wednesay 6:30 p.m., WOEC
Friends of the Library 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Vernonia Library
Girl Scouts, Neighborhood 4-2 For Info Call 503-819-0143
Izaak Walton League 3rd Thursday For location call 503-429-7193
Kiwanis Club 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 6:30 p.m., New Hong Kong
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 p.m., New Hong Kong
Municipal Airport Committee 1t Wednesday 6:30 p.m., City Hall

Pioneer Museum For Info Call 503-429-3713
Upr Nehalem Watershed Council For date call 429-0869 7:00 p.m.,Vernonia Grange

Public Works Committee 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Cares Directors For Info call 503-429-1414
Vernonia City Council 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., City Hall

Vernonia Community PTA 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., WGS Library
Vernonia Garden Club 2nd Tuesday 1:30 p.m., Vernonia Library
Vernonia Grange 3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., Grange Hall
Vernonia Health Center 3rd Thursday 6:30 p.m., 510 Bridge St.

Vernonia Comm. Learning Center 1st Wednesday 5:00 p.m., VCLC
Vernonia Parks Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Planning Comm. 1st & 3rd Thursdays 6:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Ridge Riders Last Thursday 7:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia RFPD Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia School Board 2nd Thursday 6:00 p.m., District Office
Vernonia Sr. Center Board 2nd Friday 10:00 a.m., Senior Center
Vernonia Transfer Station 2nd & 4th Saturdays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Behind VHS
Vern. Volunteer Ambulance Assoc.  1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia Volunteer Firefighters 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
WOEC Directors 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., WOEC

M-BRFPD Board Business Mtg. ~ 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-BRFPD Board Workshop 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Ambulance Dirill 1st & 2nd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Fire Drill 1st & 2nd Wednesdays  7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Helping Circle 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B SAR Drill 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Volunteer Assoc. 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Natal Grange 2nd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Natal Grange Hall
TO.PS. Mondays 9:00 a.m., Main Fire Station
BANKS

Alcoholics Anonymous Friday 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
Alcoholics Anonymous Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
American Legion Post #90 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Street Post
Banks City Council 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m., City Hall
Banks Fire District #13 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Station 13
Banks Library Commission 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Banks Planning Commission Last Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Banks School Board 2nd Monday 7:30 p.m., Jr. High Library

Banks Youth Group
Chamber of Commerce

CPO 14

Everybody’s Hometown Band
Friends of the Library

Lions Club 1
Sunset Park Assoc.

TO.PS.

COLUMBIA COUNTY (All meet
Board of Commissioners

Citizens for Senior Justice
Columbia 9-1-1 Board

Columbia Comm Mental Health
Columbia Soil & Water District
County Fair Board

County Parks Commission
Mental Health Advisory Comm.
Comm. on Children & Families
Local Alcohol & Drug Plann. Comm.

Sunday, Wednesday

7:00 p.m., UMC Youth Bldg.

1st Thursday 12:30 p.m., Fire District Office
3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., BHS Music Room
2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., Brown Derby
3rd Wednesday 8:00 p.m., Gun Club
Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Administration Bldg.

in St. Helens unless otherwise noted.)

Wednesday 10:00 a.m., Courthouse
2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Sunset Park Church
3rd Thursday 9:00 a.m., 9-1-1 meeting room
1st Tuesday 5”30 p.m., 58646 McNulty Way
3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., NRCS , 2514 Sykes
2nd Monday  6:00 p.m., Fairgrounds 4-H Bldg.
3rd Tuesday Times vary, 1054 Oregon St.
Quarterly For Info call 503-397-7211

3rd Thursday  5:30 p.m. OSU Ext., 505 N. Hwy. 30
Quarterly For Info call 503-397-7211

Organizations and meeting dates not listed may be included by calling 429-9410 or by mail to The INDEPENDENT, 725 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064.




