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WOOD FLOORS
INSTALLED & 

REFINISHED

503-429-4351
Cory Colburn

11561 Keasey Road, Vernonia, OR  97064 • CCB #79876

Tony Johnson Construction
SPECIALIZING IN REMODEL & REPAIR

Office (503) 429-7009  •  Cell (503) 989-9109

UTILITY SHEDS

GARAGES

CAR PORTS

ADDITIONS

DRYROT

DRYWALL

VINYL

WINDOWS & DOORS

POLE BUILDINGS

ROOFING

FENCING

SIDING

DECKS

TILE
CCB #85280“Have Tools Will Travel”

M

OUNTAINDALEWOODWORKING.COM

CABINET DESIGN & MANUFACTURING SINCE 1976
JOEL TEMPLIN 503-429-5436

CCB #43965 VERNONIA, OR 97064

FALL CREEK

WOODWORKING

Service Directory

(503) 429-0154
Licensed • Bonded • Insured        CCB# 112057

New Construction 
and Remodeling

Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Ceramic Tile,
Finish Carpentry & More!

Jim Morrison Jr.
General Contractor

Office 503-397-3172

Cell 503-396-1408 or 503-396-1409

P.O. Box 203 • St. Helens, OR 97051

St. Helens-Scappoose
Septic Tank Pumping
& Drain Cleaning

POPPINO

PAINTING
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed  �  Bonded  �  Insured  �  CCB No. 90548 

503-429-7101PO. Box 65 Vernonia  CCB 166815  DEQ 38649

• Excavating 
• Septic Systems  
• Site Prep 
• Underground Utilities
• Driveways & Roads
• Trenching 

503-429-5504

BBIIGGHHOORRNN

LLOOGGGGIINNGG
CORPORATION

SINCE 1981

CONTRACT LOGGING IN

OREGON & WASHINGTON

WE BUY TIMBER •  503-324-2422
VERNONIA, OREGON

Be here when they need you.

The INDEPENDENT Service Directory 

is the ONLY Service Directory in the

Upper Nehalem Valley.

Call 503-429-9410 for information.

DENNIS ELECTRIC
FREE ESTIMATES

503-429-8930

Reliable Commercial and Residential Service

Your Source for Reliable Electrical Service 

in the Nehalem Valley 

and Surrounding Area

for Over 35 Years

Licensed & Bonded • CCB No. 193092

Dennis & Schann Nelson • P.O. Box 310 • Vernonia, OR 97064

by Jeff Dickerson, 

Columbia County Sheriff

Jail Capacity 

Management

When Columbia County

voters passed the construc-

tion bond levy to build the jail

in 1998, no moneys were au-

thorized for the operation of

the facility. It was only to build

it. And build it we did.

The facility is a 195-bed

capacity jail that replaced the old, dilapidated facility in

the basement of the county courthouse, and in-

creased the bed-space by more than five-fold. It re-

mains a state-of-the-art detention center capable of

housing the most serious of criminals safely and se-

curely. In the 11 years since the new jail was built,

there has been but one escape from this jail (years

ago when an inmate was allowed outside to empty the

trash from the kitchen).

Since the jail was constructed, we have used out-

side funding to construct a security fence around the

facility that both protects our staff and adds an addi-

tional layer of security for the jail. We are committed to

providing the best, most effective and humane incar-

ceration services for the citizens in our county.

Because, however, we have not been able to raise

enough revenue to fully operate the jail, efforts are

now being made to make sure the resources we do

have to run the facility are used to keep the most se-

rious offenders in jail. This will mean reduction of the

number of beds available over time, and a larger num-

ber of inmates and arrestees who will be given sanc-

tions that are alternatives to jail time.

This topic garnered the majority of the time during

the Sheriff’s Services Reduction Summit held Friday,

September 9, in St. Helens. Your interim police chief,

Michael Conner, was in attendance along with atten-

dees representing the courts, all police agencies

and/or cities with police departments in our county, the

district attorney, community corrections, Columbia
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From the Sheriff’s Desk…


