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From the Sheriff’'s Desk. ..

by Jeff Dickerson,
Columbia County Sheriff

Making Lemonade
from Lemons

The failure of the Sheriff's
Stable Funding campaign has
meant that the reductions for
the Sheriff’s Office in the com-
ing fiscal year (beginning July
1) will go ahead as planned. It
is my hope that citizens expe-

riencing the effects of the reduced services from my
office will understand that these cuts are the inevitable
result of reductions in funding and not in any way in-
tended as a punishment for not approving the levy.

As Sheriff, | want you to know that | view it my sa-
cred responsibility to do the best | can with the re-
sources committed to us — however small they be-
come — to solve the public safety problems we con-
front in our communities. | also believe it is important
for me to explain the cuts we are making and how they
will affect our service levels.

Columbia County started this new fiscal year with a
6.4 percent decrease in revenue and a 7.1 percent in-
crease in costs of current services, which translated

into a $2.8 million budget shortfall. The Sheriff’'s Office
reduced its share of the County General fund by al-
most 25 percent, but made up for much of the decline
with increased use of jail beds by the federal govern-
ment for U.S. Marshals’ inmates. Still, we had to lay off
three positions in the jail and eliminate one patrol
deputy position to balance our budget.

The loss of yet another patrol position now means
we have lost half the authorized strength of our patrol
force in the two-and-a-half years since | became Sher-
iff. With just five deputies to cover the 657 square
miles of our county 24 hours a day and seven days a
week, we are spread too thin to have any kind of de-
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CaBiNeT DeSIGN & Mnuurncnlnma SIHI’:E 1976
JOEL TEMPLIN  503-429-5436
CCB #43965  VERNONIA, OR 97064

FALL CREEK

WOODWORKING

WOOD FLOORS
INSTALLED &
REFINISHED

503-429-4351

Cory Colburn
11561 Keasey Road, Vernonia, OR 97064 » CCB #79876

St. HeIens—Scappoo/e
Septic Tank Pumpmg w

& Drain Cleanmg- , Q

Office 503—397—31 72
Cell 503-396-1408 or 503-396-1409
P.0. Box 203 e St. Helens, OR 97051

COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL
RESIDENTIAL - EQUESTRIAN

CON-O-FAB

BUILDINGS, INC.
www.EconofabBuildings.com

(503) 985- 7808

Gaston, OR - CCB#51042

BIGHORN
LOGGING ;'

CORPORATION

SINCE 1981
CONTRACT LOGGING IN

OREGON & WASHINGTON

WE BUY TIMBER ¢ 503-324-2422
VERNONIA, OREGON

@@N’smmcn@,_g [, INC..,

(

503-429-5504
Excavating
Septic Systems
Site Prep
Underground Utilities
* Driveways & Roads
* Trenching

PO. Box 65 Vernonia CCB 166815 DEQ 38649

New Construction

and Remodeling
Additions, K|tchens

.. Bathrooms, Ceramic Tile,

\ Finish Carpentry & More!

" Jim Morrison Jr.
(5032 429-0154

nded ¢ Insured CCB# 112057

DENNIS ELECTRIC

/ o FREE ESTIMATES

@\\qﬁ 503-429-8930

Reliable Commercial and Residential Service

General Gontractor
Licensed *

Your Source for Reliable Electrical Service
in the Nehalem Valley
and Surrounding Area
for Over 35 Years

Licensed & Bonded ¢ CCB No. 193092
Dennis & Schann Nelson ¢ P.O. Box 310 ¢ Vernonia, OR 97064

Tony Johnson Construction
SPECIALIZING IN REMODEL & REPAIR

UTILITY SHEDS WINDOWS & DOORS
GARAGES POLE BUILDINGS
CAR PORTS ROOFING
ADDITIONS FENCING
DRYROT SIDING
DRYWALL DECKS
VINYL TILE

“Have Tools Will Travel” CCB #85280

Office (BO3) 429-7009 o Cell (503) 989-9109

POPPINO
PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured ¢ CCB No. 90548

503-429-7101

wSOLUY,
MADPEBLE & CGRANITE

Quality Fabrication & Installation, Inc.
Office: 503-429-2617  Fax: 503-429-0941

Derek Handegard
503-705-8117

Be here when they need you.

The INDEPENDENT Service Directory
is the ONLY Service Directory in the
Upper Nehalem Valley.

Call 503-429-9410 for information.

503-429-6052

600 California Ave.
Vernonia, OR 97064
blueheronhollow@frontier.co

Small town living, at it's Best!

1=r & 1,2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments Princetor |




