
The 32nd Annual Murphy’s

St. Patrick Parade held last

Saturday, March 12, made

quite a splash, literally. Mother

Nature provided an unyielding

deluge of hydration equaled

only by an unceasing brisk

breeze. The uncharacteristic

weather did not dampen the

spirits of the parade entrants.

The more than 60 groups par-

ticipating shrugged off the pre-

cipitation as “atypical Oregon

Sunshine”, donned their cele-

bratory trappings and produced

another fabulous procession.

Washington County Sheriff’s

Mounted Posse proudly led the

way as Color Guard, looking

like a mesmerizing time warp

back to the “Old West”. New

Hillsboro Police Chief Carey

Sullivan beamed with pride as

his new community wished him

welcome. Hillsboro Fire’s im-

pressive engine, the imposing

SWAT Truck, and dozens of

motorcycle officers clearing the

roads spoke well of this positive

and safe welcome to spring.

Murphy’s Lively Lepre-

chauns danced the street with

Irish Eyes a Smiling, seeming

to brighten the cloudy skies. All

along the parade route “Thank

You” and wishes of “Happy St

Patrick’s Day” were volleyed

back and forth between onlook-

ers and those participating in

the happy caravan. Werner

James, of Edward Jones on the

corner of 2nd & Main, gener-

ously hosted a special Senior

Viewing Area (canopy, chairs

and all).

This year’s young troupe of

judges had quite the time deter-

mining the recipients of this

years trophies. Tom & Eric’s

Semi-Precision Motorcycle Drill

Team captured Most Irish Vehi-

cle Entry. Their unabashed de-

sire to finally take home this

coveted prize was evidenced

by enthusiastic daredevil mo-

torcycle maneuvers. Viasys-

tems Group (formerly MERIX)

strutted to stardom with the

Most Irish Animal entry. Their

draft-horse-drawn wagon

brimmed with proud personnel.

Shamrocks and balloons al-

most covered every inch of

Lacey House’s bus, causing

them to “float” away with the

Most Irish Float entry. “The little

girl in the wagon” from Hillsboro

Parent Preschool stole the ad-

miration of the tenderhearted

judging crew AND the Most

Irish Walking entry. Cowboys &

Cowgirls delighted in the Roy-

alty from Columbia County

Rodeo, Tillamook County

Rodeo Queen, Miss Vancouver

Rodeo, Clark County and St.

Paul Rodeo Courts. “Every-

body’s Friend” Ronald McDon-

ald, again joined the celebra-

tion and, of course, the festivity

would not be complete without

the disciplined display of Helen

Wick’s Dance Studio and the

zillion vehicles of the Tualatin

Valley PT Cruiser Club.

The party continued at the

Hillsboro Civic Center Plaza

where onlookers “soaked up”

the enthusiastic dance of stu-

dents from The NW Conserva-

tory of Dance. As they kicked

up their heels with a variety of

displays, it was the perfect tes-

timony of the indomitable Irish

spirit. The sumptuous Classic

Corned Beef and Cabbage

Feed served by Sports Look

volunteer staff gave hearty re-

ward to all who braved the ele-

ments, and wee ones delighted

in the shamrock hunt hosted by

our local Boys And Girls Club. 

Murphy’s Furniture in Cor-

nelius wishes to thank all who

attended and participated for

helping continue their family’s

legacy of the Murphy’s Saint

Patrick’s Parade.

On March 26, from 10 a.m. to

1:00 p.m., thousands of volunteers

will come together to help clean up

Oregon’s beaches. SOLV encour-

ages volunteers from around the

state to join the 27-year-old Ore-

gon tradition of cleaning the entire

Oregon Coast of stray trash kicked

up after winter storms. Visit www.

solv.org to register online and view

a map of check-in sites, or call

SOLV at 503-844-9571 or 800-

333-SOLV (7658). SOLV is a state-

wide nonprofit, organization that

brings volunteers together for Ore-

gon’s environment.

“This year, in addition to the ba-

sic suggestions that volunteers

bring raingear, wear sturdy shoes

and stay safe, we are encouraging

volunteers to help reduce the envi-

ronmental footprint of the cleanup

event itself,” says Rachael Pecore,

SOLV’s Beach Cleanup Coordina-

tor. Inspired by a “Bring Your Own”

philosophy, veteran cleanup volun-

teers share a few tips to maximize

cleanup efforts:

• Bring a bucket or reusable bag

to reduce the amount of plastic

trash bags used.

• Bring a pair of gardening

gloves from home instead of using

the plastic gloves provided at the

Cleanup.

• Bring a reusable water bottle

and/or coffee mug for drinks.

• Carpool and use public trans-

portation where possible to get to

the beach.

• Plan ahead, and pack a

“trash-free” lunch, or choose a

restaurant with reusable utensils

and ask for drinks without a straw.

• Aim to create zero waste, and

send SOLV your stories of efforts

to achieve a personal zero waste

to landfill day!

Last spring, nearly 4,500 volun-

teers removed an estimated

70,500 lbs of trash off the coast.
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Special Offer While Supplies Last!

• Mon - Fri  8am to 6pm 
• Saturday  8am to 5pm 

• Sunday 10am to 4pm 

Banks Hardware
503-324-5221 • 150 N. Main Street, Banks

Free Stihl

Saw Chain!

Buy two Stihl saw chains 

and get one FREE!*
*Buy two saw chains and get one free saw chain of equal or lesser value

+ =

MS 290 STIHL FARMBOSS®

With 20” bar. $399.95 

Our number one selling chain saw: enough said. Designed for rugged homeowner
or landscape and farm use, the legendary STIHL FARM BOSS® is a true work saw.
With plenty of power to spare, you can let the MS 290 do the cutting for you —
from limbing to felling and bucking larger trees into firewood. 

PRECISION OUTDOOR 

POWER EQUIPMENT

Your New Best Friend

All pets have been spayed or neutered, come with shots; a microchip, and a 
one-year license if it’s a dog. Featured animals are subject to prior adoption.

Debbie Boone
Oregon State Representative, District 32

IS WAITING FOR YOU AT THE BONNIE L. HAYS SMALL ANIMAL SHELTER

1901 SE 24th Ave., Hillsboro. For information call 503-846-7041 
Or visit us online at: www.co.washington.or.us/pets

Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat 11 a.m. - 5:30  p.m. & Wed 12 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

This Adopt a Pet is Sponsored by:

Lady Bug is looking for a
retirement home! Husky
lovers (and all big senior
dog lovers) come see
our dear Lady Bug!
She's a gentle, outgoing
and delightful older dog,
and like many Huskys,
Lady Bug likes to hold a
conversation with you.
Pet ID: A277828

STRASSEL’S AUTO REPAIR

& HYDRAULIC HOSES
2-4-6 SPIRAL WIRE

SUCTION HOSES

ADAPTORS - 3/16” TO 2” 
AMERICAN & METRIC FITTINGS

BULK OIL PRODUCTS

276 SUNSET, BANKS

503-324-9808

Murphy’s 2011 St. Patrick’s Day Parade a “splash” due to rain

March 26 is SOLV Beach Cleanup


