
The USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA) will make and
guarantee Conservation Loans
(CL) to farmers and ranchers
who want to promote conserva-
tion on their land, as well as
conserving the country’s natu-
ral resources.

Many farmers who need and
want to implement conserva-
tion measures on their land do
not have sufficient funds to im-
plement these practices.

“I encourage producers
needing capital to implement
conservation measures and
conserve natural resources, to
apply for credit through this
program,” said Nancy Thomp-
son, FSA Farm Loan Manager.

Producers can apply for con-
servation loans as long as the
practice is approved by the
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS).

According to Thompson,
producers who do not currently
have an existing conservation

plan should visit NRCS to de-
velop one, prior to requesting
CL program assistance.

Examples of conservation
practices include the installa-
tion of conservation structures,
establishment of forest cover,
installation of water conserva-
tion measures, establishment
or improvement of permanent
pastures, implementation of
manure management and the
adaptation of other emerging or
existing conservation practices,
techniques or technologies.

Direct CLs are available at
your FSA office with loan limits
up to $300,000. Guaranteed
CLs with limits up to
$1,119,000 are available from
lenders who participate in
FSA’s guaranteed loan pro-
gram. 

For more information, call
Washington/Columbia County
FSA office at 503-648-3174,
ext. 2, or visit the FSA website
at www.fsa.usda.gov.

Acting State Forester Nancy

Hirsch announced that Jennifer

Beathe and David Schmidt

have been appointed to the

board of directors of the Ore-

gon Forest Resources Institute.

According to Oregon law,

the state forester appoints 11 of

OFRI’s 13 board members.

Two other members serve ex

officio: the dean of the Oregon

State University College of

Forestry and a public represen-

tative appointed jointly by the

president of the Oregon Senate

and the speaker of the Oregon

House of Representatives.

Board representation in-

cludes small, medium and

large forest-products producers

(Class 1 – produce less than 20

million board feet per year,

Class 2 – produce at least 20

million board feet per year, but

less than 100 million board feet

per year, and Class 3 – pro-

duce at least 100 million board

feet per year) that pay dedicat-

ed forest-products harvest tax-

es to support OFRI’s programs.

The board also contains one

member representing small

woodland owners and one rep-

resenting forest-sector employ-

ees.

Beathe will represent Class

2 producers, and Schmidt will

represent Class 1. They re-

place retiring board members

Pete Sikora and Sara Leiman,

respectively. Two other mem-

bers – W. Ray Jones, Class 3,

and Bill Kluting, employee rep-

resentative – were appointed to

second terms. The terms are

effective beginning Jan. 1,

2011.

Beathe is a forest engineer

at Starker Forests in Corvallis,

where her responsibilities in-

clude harvest planning, super-

vision and road drainage.

Starker Forests maintains ac-

tive forestry education and out-

reach programs for elementary

school students and the public.

Beathe is a member of the So-

ciety of American Foresters

and has served on the board of

directors of the Oregon Society

of American Foresters Founda-

tion. 

Schmidt is a long-time pro-

fessional forester and owner of

Schmidt Family Forest LLC. He

is a member of the Society of

American Foresters and has

served in several state and na-

tional leadership posts on natu-

ral-resource policy issues. He

also is a past Tree Farmer of

the Year in Benton and Lincoln

counties. He served 12 years

as a Linn County commission-

er, retiring in 2000.

OFRI is a semi-independent

state agency dedicated to

forestry education. To learn

more about OFRI and its work,

visit Oregonforests.org. 
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VERNONIA
Alcoholics Anonymous Mondays 6:30 p.m., 410 North Street
Alcoholics Anonymous Thursdays (Big Book Study) 7:00 p.m., 410 North Street
American Legion Post #119 2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m., 627 Adams Avenue
Booster Club 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., VHS Library
Boy Scout Troop 201 Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., Scout Cabin
Boy Scout Troop 860 Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., LDS Church
Cemetery Beautification Comm. 2nd Thursday 6:30 p.m., Library
CERT 4th Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-3018
Chamber of Commerce 2nd Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-6081
Community Coalition 2nd Monday 12:30 p.m. School District Ofc.
Cub Scout Pack 201 Scout Cabin For Info Call 503-429-4250
Friends of the Library 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Vernonia Library 
Girl Scouts, Neighborhood 4-2 For Info Call 503-819-0143
Izaak Walton League 3rd Thursday For location call 503-429-7193 
Kiwanis Club 2nd & 4th Wednesday 6:30 p.m., New Hong Kong
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 p.m., New Hong Kong
Municipal Airport Committee 1t Wednesday 6:30 p.m., City Hall
Pioneer Museum For Info Call 503-429-3713
Public Works Committee 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Cares Directors For Info call 503-429-1414
Vernonia City Council 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Community PTA 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., WGS Library
Vernonia Garden Club 2nd Tuesday 1:30 p.m., Vernonia Library
Vernonia Grange 3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., Grange Hall
Vernonia Health Center 3rd Thursday 6:30 p.m., 510 Bridge St.
Vernonia Learning Center 1st Wednesday 6:00 p.m., VLC
Vernonia Parks Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
Vernonia Planning Comm. 1st & 3rd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Pride 2nd Thursday 1:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Ridge Riders Last Thursday 7:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia RFPD Board 2nd Tuesday 6:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia School Board 2nd Thursday 6:00 p.m., District Office
Vernonia Sr. Center Board 2nd Friday 10:00 a.m., Senior Center
Vernonia Transfer Station       2nd & 4th Saturdays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Behind VHS
Vern. Volunteer Ambulance Assoc. 1st, 3rd & 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia Volunteer Firefighters 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
WOEC Directors 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., WOEC

MIST-BIRKENFELD
M-BRFPD Board Business Mtg. 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-BRFPD Board Workshop 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Ambulance Drill 1st & 2nd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Fire Drill 1st & 2nd Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Helping Circle 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B SAR Drill 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Volunteer Assoc. 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Natal Grange 2nd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Natal Grange Hall 
T.O.P.S. Mondays 9:00 a.m., Main Fire Station
Upr Nehalem Watershed Council For date call 429-0869 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station

BANKS
Alcoholics Anonymous Friday 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
Alcoholics Anonymous Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
American Legion Post #90 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m., Main Street Post
Banks City Council 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m., City Hall
Banks Fire District #13 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Station 13
Banks Library Commission 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library 
Banks Planning Commission Last Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Banks School Board 2nd Monday 7:30 p.m., Jr. High Library
Banks Youth Group Sunday, Wednesday 7:00 p.m., UMC Youth Bldg.
Chamber of Commerce 1st Thursday 12:30 p.m., Fire District Office
CPO 14    3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Everybody’s Hometown Band Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., BHS Music Room
Friends of the Library 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., Brown Derby
Sunset Park Assoc. 3rd Wednesday 8:00 p.m., Gun Club
T.O.P.S. Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Administration Bldg. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY (All meet in St. Helens unless otherwise noted.)
Board of Commissioners Wednesday 10:00 a.m., Courthouse
Citizens for Senior Justice 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Sunset Park Church
Columbia Comm Mental Health 1st Tuesday 5”30 p.m., 58646 McNulty Way
Columbia Soil & Water District 3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., NRCS , 2514 Sykes
County Fair Board 2nd Monday 6:00 p.m., Fairgrounds 4-H Bldg.
County Parks Commission 3rd Tuesday Times vary, 1054 Oregon St. 
Mental Health Advisory Comm. Quarterly For Info call 503-397-7211
Comm. on Children & Families 3rd Thursday 5:30 p.m. OSU Ext., 505 N. Hwy. 30
Local Alcohol & Drug Plann. Comm. Quarterly For Info call 503-397-7211

Organizations and meeting dates not listed may be included by calling 429-9410  or by mail to The INDEPENDENT, 725 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064.
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