
Pet Party helps pets

of people in need
To the Editor:

My sincerest thanks to all
who made the Pet Party during
the First Friday of August a suc-
cess. I would especially like to
thank Ken and Helen Bateman
for the use of the grassy area
next to the Realty office. What
a perfect place to have it!

Thanks to Erika, Tobie,
Kathy, Sailor and all who made
it a success even though I was-
n’t able to attend. They pulled it
all together and made it a fun,
successful event.

And especially thanks to
those who enjoyed the party
and donated to Bailey’s Pantry
– the animal division of Vernon-
ia Cares. I’m sure the 4-legged
critters appreciate it too. Thank
you for opening your hearts to
those less fortunate, no matter
how many legs they have!

Carol Davis

Vernonia

Health Center seeks

funds for relocation 
To the Editor:

As you all know, we were
flooded in 2007 and, in previ-
ous articles, informed you that
the Vernonia Health Center

building is mandated to move
out of the flood plain by Dec.
2011. 

In the pursuit of that mission,
we have found that, unfortu-
nately, there are no funding op-
portunities available given our
current operating partnership.

In order to maintain the level
of services this community
needs, we have had to pursue
other sources of funding avail-
able to us, including the basic
primary business partnership. 

In looking at the opportuni-
ties available, we requested the
aid of the Governor’s Office,
Oregon Solutions, O.P.C.A,
(Oregon Primary Care Associ-
ates), Oregon Office of Rural
Health, State Senator Betsy
Johnson, U.S. Senators Ron
Wyden and Jeff Merkley, U.S.
Representative David Wu,
State Representative Brad
Witt, and Columbia County
Commissioner Tony Hyde.

Senator Johnson graciously
made introductions to the
Coastal Family Health Center,
which has been a successful
medical clinic practicing the
past eight years under the guid-
ance of CEO Jim Coffee, MPA.
After meeting with Mr. Coffee
and looking at all available op-
portunities, the Vernonia Health
Center Board of Directors

weighed pros and cons, and it
was obvious that it would be in
the community’s best interest
to apply for approval of our new
partnership with Coastal Family
Health Center.

The partnership with Coastal
Family Health Center brings
with it the following:

• New funding opportunities
to move the clinic out of the
flood plain.

• Expansion of clinic hours to
meet the needs of the work-
force, to include the potential
for evenings, weekends.

• Continued quality services
to the insured, under-insured,
and non-insured.

• Expanded dental and men-
tal health services.

• Acceptances of all major in-
surance carriers.

• Transportation to and from
appointments.

• Expanded opportunity for
physician recruitment and long
term retainment.

• Employment opportunities
for qualified local residents.

We will be notified of the ap-
proval or denial of this applica-
tion by the end of this year,
2010. We look forward to keep-
ing you informed. Look for our
questionnaire to be included
with the school district survey
being mailed to your home, and

for updates in local publications
as we become aware of new in-
formation. 

“The mission of the Vernonia
Health Center is to participate,
as far as circumstances may
warrant, in any activity de-
signed and carried on to pro-
mote the general health of the
community with highly qualified
primary and preventive health
care services and a profession-
al medical staff; to do so with-
out concern of individual’s fi-
nancial situations.”

Vernonia Health Center

Board of Directors

President Carolyn Keasey,

Ralph Keasey, Darlene

McLeod, Marie Krahn, Barb

Ervin, Bob Wagner, Cynthia

Watts, Wendy Sears, Phillip

Darrah, Rebecca McGaugh,

and Heather Lewis 
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U.S. Senator Ron Wyden
(Dem)  

1220 SW 3rd Avenue, Suite 585
Portland OR 97232
Phone: 503-326-7525
223 Dirksen Senate Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510-0001
Phone: 202-224-5244
E-Mail: http://wyden.senate.gov/ 

contact
Website:  http://wyden.senate.   

gov

U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley
(Dem.) 

One World Trade Center 
121 SW Salmon St., Suite 1250
Portland, OR 97204
Phone: 503-326-3386
107 Russell Senate Ofc. Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-3753
E-Mail:  http://merkley.senate.

gov/contact
WebSite:  http://merkley.senate.

gov

U.S. Representative David Wu
(Dem) OR District 1

620 SW Main, Suite 606 
Portland, OR 97205
Phone: 503-326-2901 
2338 Rayburn House Ofc. Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-0855 
Website:  http://house.gov/wu

Senator Betsy Johnson 
(Dem) Senate District 16 

PO Box R, 
Scappoose, OR 97056
Phone: 503-543-4046 
900 Court St. NE, S-314
Salem, OR 97301
Phone: 503-986-1716  
E-mail:  sen.betsyjohnson@ 

state.or.us
Website:  http//www.leg.state.or.

us/johnson

Representative Brad Witt
(Dem) House District. 31 

21740 Lindberg Road, 
Clatskanie, OR 97016
Phone: 503-728-4664
900 Court St. NE, H-373
Salem, OR 97301
Phone: 503-986-1431
E-mail: rep.bradwitt@state.or.us
Website:  http//www.leg.state.or.

us/witt

Representative Deborah 

Boone
(Dem) House District 32 

PO Box 926 
Cannon Beach, OR 97110
Phone: 503-717-9182
900 Court St. NE, H-375
Salem, OR 97301
Phone: 503-986-1432
E-mail:  rep.deborahboone@

state.or.us
Website:  http//www.leg.state.or.

us/boone

Where to Find Them Letters

Policy on Letters
The INDEPENDENT will

not publish letters with per-
sonal attacks on private citi-
zens. Preference will be giv-
en to brief letters, 300 words
or less.

All letters must be signed
and include a verifiable ad-
dress or phone number.

By Representative Brad Witt
Oregon District 31

It’s hard to be-
lieve that we are al-
ready two thirds of
the way through the
summer break…
summer took so
long getting here!
But now that it has
arrived, it’s so nice
to spend time in the

sun, especially at all of the summer func-
tions throughout the district. Traditions like
these sustain us through the tough times.
And speaking of tough times, here is an up-
date on what has been going on to try and
get us through those…

Emergency Board Restores Cuts 

to Senior and Disabled Budget
You may remember that in my last

newsletter, I reviewed various proposals by
Governor Kulongoski and his “Reset Cabi-
net” to address the $577 million shortfall in
the 2009-11 biennium budget. Basically,
these recommendations added up to a 9%
across-the-board reduction for all General
Fund expenditures.

Although the Legislature agreed with
this recommendation in concept, many of
us could not accept cuts to programs that
protect seniors and those with disabilities.
These are our most vulnerable citizens.
Consequently, the Legislative Emergency
Board unanimously voted to restore $17.1
million in critical services for over 16,000
Oregonians. Included in the restored cuts
list are:

• Oregon Project Independence, offering
in-home assistance to seniors and those
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s (2,000 people
served last year).

• Medicaid In-Home Care programs for
seniors, people with disabilities and mental
health issues (over 11,000 clients in three
different programs).

• Community Mental Health programs
for people without Medicaid assistance
(1,462 clients).

• Developmental Disabilities Family
Support Program offering assistance with
extraordinary costs associated with raising
a child with developmental disabilities
(1,140 families).

Many of us know friends and family who
depend upon these services. We know
that, even though they cost money, they
are far and away the most cost-effective

way to deliver services. We will continue to
analyze other cuts scheduled to go into ef-
fect later this year to see if we can mitigate
the worst of those reductions while contin-
uing to carefully rebalance the state’s
budget.

Unemployment Benefits Extended
As of June, the Oregon Dept. of Employ-

ment reported that we now have over
203,000 unemployed Oregonians, down
from over 229,000 in June of last year. We
are moving in the right direction, but not
nearly fast enough. As we recover from this
global recession, many are hanging on by
their fingernails. On July 22nd, Congress
passed an extension of Emergency Unem-
ployment Compensation (EUC). No individ-
ual action needs to be taken. The Depart-
ment of Employment will automatically
move affected individuals back to this pro-
gram, and those eligible to receive benefits
will be notified by mail.

Federal Assistance for 

Schools and Medicare
Finally, some sorely needed good news

from Washington, D.C. Last week, Con-
gress passed funding for assistance to

Please see page 20
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