
Obtaining construction per-

mits in the Columbia County

area just got easier — and a lot

more convenient. As of Friday,

February 20, Columbia County

joined 29 other Oregon building

departments in offering one-

stop shopping for over-the-

counter mechanical and electri-

cal permits at www.Building

Permits.Oregon.gov.  

The site allows contractors

to apply and pay for multiple

permits from multiple building

departments through one con-

venient Web site, at any time of

the day or night, including

workdays, weekends, and holi-

days. 

“Columbia County is

pleased to be able to offer on-

line permitting to contractors.

This means that what we have

called ‘over the counter’ per-

mits for electrical, mechanical

and plumbing work, can now

be obtained online from the

convenience of the contractor’s

office,” said Todd Dugdale, di-

rector of Land Development

Services for the county. “Cus-

tomer service is our top priority

and Quick Permits is one way

to demonstrate that it is impor-

tant to us.” 

The Department of Con-

sumer and Business Services’

Building Codes Division hosts

the Quick Permits e-permitting

site, which makes simple per-

mits available at any hour of

the day, from any computer

connected to the Internet. Con-

tractors can apply and pay for

multiple permits from multiple

jurisdictions in one transaction.  

“We love the service. It

saves so much time,” said Joni

Hacker of Ludeman’s Fireplace

Shop in Beaverton. “We can

get our authorization to begin

work within a minute or two.

Not having to write a check and

mail it in is a real convenience.

We recommend it to other con-

tractors working in Columbia

County.” 

The development of e-per-
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VERNONIA
Alcoholics Anonymous Monday 6:30 p.m., 410 North Street
American Legion Post #119 2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m., 627 Adams Avenue
Arts & Crafts Society 2nd Thursday 2:00 p.m., City Library
Booster Club 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., VHS Library
Boy Scout Troop 201 Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., Scout Cabin
Boy Scout Troop 860 Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., LDS Church
Cemetery Beautification Comm. 2nd Thursday 6:30 p.m., City Hall
CERT 4th Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-3018
Chamber of Commerce 2nd Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-6081
Community Coalition 2nd Monday 12:30 p.m. School District Ofc.
Cub Scout Pack 201 Scout Cabin For Info Call 503-429-4250
Friends of the Library 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Vernonia Library 
Girl Scouts, Neighborhood 4-2 For Info Call 503-819-0143
Hands On Art Committee 1st & 3rd Thursdays 4:00 p.m., City Hall 
Izaak Walton League 3rd Thursday For location call 503-429-7193 
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 p.m., Buckhorn Restaurant 
Municipal Airport Committee 4th Thursday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Narcotics Anonymous Saturdays 7:00 p.m., 410 North Street
Pioneer Museum For Info Call 503-429-3713
Public Works Committee 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Cares Directors For Info call 503-429-1414
Vernonia City Council 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Community PTA 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., WGS Library
Vernonia Grange 3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., Grange Hall
Vernonia Health Center 2nd Monday 6:00 p.m., 510 Bridge St.
Vernonia Learning Center 1st Wednesday 6:00 p.m., VLC
Vernonia Parks Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
Vernonia Planning Comm. 1st & 3rd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Pride 2nd Thursday 2:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Ridge Riders Last Thursday 7:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia RFPD Board 2nd Tuesday 6:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia School Board 2nd Thursday 6:00 p.m., District Office
Vernonia Sr. Center Board 2nd Friday 1:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia Transfer Station       2nd & 4th Saturdays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Behind VHS
Vern. Volunteer Ambulance Assoc. 1st, 3rd & 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia Volunteer Firefighters 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
WOEC Directors 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., WOEC

MIST-BIRKENFELD
M-BRFPD Board Business Mtg. 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-BRFPD Board Workshop 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Ambulance Drill 1st & 2nd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Fire Drill 1st & 2nd Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Helping Circle 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B SAR Drill 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Volunteer Assoc. 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Natal Grange 2nd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Natal Grange Hall 
T.O.P.S. Mondays 6:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Upr Nehalem Watershed Council For date call 429-2401 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station

BANKS
Alcoholics Anonymous Fridays 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
Alcoholics Anonymous Wednesdays 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
American Legion Post #90 2nd Tuesdays 7:30 p.m., Main Street Post
Banks City Council 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m., City Hall
Banks Fire District #13 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Station 13
Banks Library Commission 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library 
Banks Planning Commission Last Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Banks School Board 2nd Monday 7:30 p.m., Jr. High Library
Banks Youth Group Sundays, Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., UMC Youth Bldg.
Chamber of Commerce 1st Thursday 12:30 p.m., Fire District Office
CPO 14    3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Friends of the Library 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., Brown Derby
Sunset Park Assoc. 3rd Wednesday 8:00 p.m., Gun Club
T.O.P.S. Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Administration Bldg. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY (All meet in St. Helens unless otherwise noted.)
Board of Commissioners Wednesdays 1:00 p.m., Courthouse
Citizens for Senior Justice 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Sunset Park Church
Columbia Soil & Water District 3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., NRCS , 2514 Sykes
County Fair Board 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fairgrounds 4-H Bldg.
County Parks Commission 3rd Tuesday Times vary, 1054 Oregon St. 
Mental Health Advisory Comm. Quarterly For Info call 503-397-7211
Comm. on Children & Families 3rd Thursday 5:30 p.m. OSU Ext., 505 N. Hwy. 30
Local Alcohol & Drug Plann. Comm. Quarterly For Info call 503-397-7211

Organizations and meeting dates not listed may be included by calling 429-9410  or by mail to 

The INDEPENDENT, 725 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064.

Community Calendar

Columbia Co. construction permits are now on line

Columbia County’s season-

ally adjusted unemployment

rate rose to 10.2 percent in

January, a significant increase

from the previous month

(9.4%) and the year before

(5.7%). The rate was about the

same as the statewide rate

(9.9%) but higher than the na-

tional rate (7.6%). Total em-

ployment dropped by 408 to

21,973 and the number of un-

employed people rose by 525

to 2,904. Total employment this

January was 600 fewer than

one year before and there were

1,332 more people unem-

ployed this year.

County jobless rate jumps to 10.2 

The U.S. Small Business

Administration issued a scam

alert February 19, warning

small businesses not to re-

spond to letters that claim to

have been sent by the SBA

and asking for bank account in-

formation in order to qualify the

business for federal tax re-

bates. 

The fraudulent letters, on

what appears to be SBA letter-

head, were sent to small busi-

nesses across the country, ad-

vising recipients that they may

be eligible for a tax rebate un-

der the Economic Stimulus Act,

and that SBA is assessing their

eligibility for such a rebate. The

letter asks the business to pro-

vide the name of its bank and

account number. 

These letters were neither

sent nor authorized by the

SBA, and businesses receiving

them are strongly advised not

to respond to them.

The scheme is similar in

many ways to e-mail scams

seeking personal data and fi-

nancial account information

that enable another party to ac-

cess an individual’s bank ac-

counts or to engage in identity

theft.

The SBA is working with the

SBA Office of Inspector Gener-

al to investigate this matter.

The Office of Inspector Gener-

al asks that anyone who re-

ceives such a letter report it to

the OIG Fraud Line at 1-800-

767-0385, or e-mail at OIGHot-

line@sba. gov.

SBA scam alert warns businesses
mitting is part of Governor Ku-

longoski’s regulatory streamlin-

ing initiative. The Governor

signed House Bill 2405 into law

in March 2007. The law ex-

pands Quick Permits to create

the nation’s first comprehen-

sive statewide e-building per-

mit program, which will allow

contractors to conduct more

building department activities,

such as receiving plan ap-

proval and scheduling inspec-

tions online, morning, noon,

and night with any city or coun-

ty in Oregon that participates.


