
Ham Radio Operators will be

visiting our area again, this time

to “play” instead of providing

emergency service, and they

want you to join them. Thou-

sands of Hams will be showing

off their emergency capabilities

the fourth weekend of June.

Over the past year, the news

has been full of reports of ham

radio operators providing criti-

cal communications in emer-

gencies locally and world-wide.

During Hurricane Katrina, Ama-

teur Radio – often called “Ham

radio” – was often the only way

people could communicate,

and hundreds of volunteer

“hams” traveled south to save

lives and property. More recent-

ly, many hams served during

the flooding of 2007 right here

in town and on the Oregon

Coast. When trouble is brew-

ing, ham radio people are often

the first to provide critical infor-

mation and communications. 

On the weekend of June 28-

29, the public will have a

chance to meet and talk with

these ham radio operators and

see for themselves what the

Amateur Radio Service is

about. Showing the newest dig-

ital and satellite capabilities,

voice communications, and his-

torical Morse code, hams from

across the U.S. will hold public

demonstrations of emergency

communications abilities.

This annual event, called

“Field Day” is the climax of the

week long “Amateur Radio

Week” sponsored by the ARRL,

the National Association for

Amateur Radio. Using only

emergency power supplies,

ham operators will construct

emergency stations in parks,

shopping malls, schools and

back yards around the country.

Their slogan, “When all else

fails…” is more than just words

to the hams as they prove they

can send messages in many

forms without the use of phone

systems, internet or any other

infrastructure that can be com-

promised in a crisis. More than

34,000 amateur radio operators

across the country participated

in last year’s event. 

“We hope that people will

come and see for themselves,

this is not your grandfather’s ra-

dio anymore,” said Allen Pitts of

the ARRL. “The communica-

tions networks that ham radio

people can quickly create have

saved many lives in the past

months when other systems

failed or were overloaded.”

Between Buxton and Ver-

nonia, Oregon Tualatin Valley

Amateur Radio Club will be

joined by members of Washing-

ton County Amateur Radio

Emergency Services and Ver-

nonia Emergency Radio Klub

to demonstrate Amateur Radio

at L.L. “Stub Stewart” State

Park on June 28 and 29. The

public is invited to see ham ra-

dio’s capabilities and learn how

to get their own FCC radio li-

cense before the next disaster

strikes.

There are 650,000 Amateur

Radio Operators in the U.S.,

and more than 2.5 million

around the world. Through

ARRL, ham volunteers provide

emergency communications for

the Dept of Homeland Security

Citizens’ Corps, Salvation

Army, FEMA, and hundreds of

state and local agencies, all for

free.

To learn more about Ama-

teur Radio, go to www.emer

gency-radio.org. The public is

most cordially invited to come,

meet and talk with the hams.

See what modern Amateur Ra-

dio can do. They can even help

you get on the air!
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Are you ready for some

summertime fun? Murphy’s

Furniture is celebrating the

First Day Of Summer on Satur-

day, June 21, from 11:00 a.m.

to 2:00 p.m. The festivities will

take place in the lot adjacent to

Murphy’s at 2962 Baseline (TV

Hwy) in Cornelius. Hot dogs,

popcorn and more will be sold

at very reasonable prices to

benefit the Boys and Girls

Club’s satellite programs in

Cornelius. 

Cornelius Law Enforcement

and the Cornelius Fire Depart-

ment will be on hand to provide

summer safety tips. The Cor-

nelius library will be sharing in-

formation on their summer

reading programs. Kids will

have fun with hula-hoop com-

petitions, face painting, water

balloon toss and, dare we say

it, Karaoke. Activities will keep

the family entertained. 

Murphy’s invites the whole

community to bring their lawn

chairs and join in kicking off the

summer in a positive way. For

more information call Murphy’s

at 503-640-1124.

Murphy’s plans celebration and

invites community to attend

HAM radio operators issue invitation to see them in action at park


