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Many county and state positions will be on May 20 Primary ballot

The May 20 Primary Election
ballots for Oregon voters will in-
clude far more choices than the
Republican and Democratic
presidential candidates. Two
Columbia County Commission-
er positions will be on the bal-
lot, as well as the position of
Columbia County Sheriff. Two
additional county offices on the
ballot are Justice of the Peace
and Treasurer.

Three candidates have filed
for the non-partisan office of
sheriff being vacated by retiring
Sheriff Phil Derby.

Columbia County
Sheriff

Robert W. Crain, Jr., a Co-
lumbia County Code Enforce-
ment Officer was a corrections
officer with Clackamas County.
He also worked for the Hills-
boro Police Department and
the Las Vegas Metro Police De-
partment. He attended James

Madison High School, and
studied law enforcement at
both Mt. Hood Community Col-
lege and Portland Community
College. He is a resident of St.
Helens.

Jeff Dickerson is an Oregon
State Police (OSP) Senior
Trooper stationed in St. Helens.
He started with the OSP in
1988 and, in 1999, was also
appointed as a Deputy U.S.
Marshall. Dickerson attended
Scappoose High School, El
Camino Community College in
California, and the University of
Oregon, where he earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in
journalism. He is a resident of
St. Helens.

Gerald “Gerry” T. Simmons
has been Columbia County Un-
dersheriff since 2000. He start-
ed with the Columbia County
Sheriff’s Office (CCSO), in
1978, as a reserve officer.

Since then, he has worked in
both corrections and patrol, as
well as being a detective for
narcotics and other crimes. He
is also supervisor of the CCSO
Posse. He attended Clatskanie
High School and Clatsop Com-
munity College, served in the
U.S. Marine Corps from 1969-
1977, and in the USMC Re-
serve 1982-1994. He is a resi-
dent of Clatskanie.
Columbia County
Commissioner
Columbia County Commis-
sioner Positions 1 and 3 will be
on the ballot; these are partisan
positions. Two Democrats and
two Republicans are vying for
Position 1 in the Primary Elec-
tion. There are only two candi-
dates for Position 3, one Demo-
crat and one Republican.
Position 1
Incumbent Democrat Joe

Center closes but FEMA and SBA are still available
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has been visited nearly 2,300
times.

“We have worked hand-in-
hand with Vernonia to help
them recover from last Decem-
ber’s devastating flood. Now is
the time to allow the communi-
ty to focus on the long-term
needs of disaster victims,” said
Abby Kershaw, state coordinat-
ing officer.

Since the federal disaster
was declared on December 8
last year, 3,569 Oregon resi-
dents have registered with
FEMA. Individuals, families and
businesses in Oregon have re-
ceived more than $21 million in
assistance to date.

Individuals affected by the
storms and flooding may re-
ceive grants and loans to cover
disaster-related costs such as
home repairs and temporary

housing.
State and local govern-
ments, federally recognized

tribes, and nonprofit agencies
providing essential services
can be reimbursed for disaster-
related costs for emergency re-
sponse, debris removal and re-
pair to roads, utilities, public
buildings, parks and facilities.

Below is a shapshot of the
disaster as of the close of busi-
ness March 13:

+$6,147,485 in individual as-
sistance approved;

+ $11,289,200 in low-interest
disaster loan assistance ap-

proved to homeowners, renters
and businesses of all sizes;

+ $3,575,395 in public assis-
tance obligated;

+ 3,569 individuals regis-
tered for assistance;

+ 3,915 individuals visited
Disaster Recovery Centers;

« 2,027 home inspections
completed.

Individuals with questions
about their applications are
urged to call the FEMA helpline

at 1-800-621-3362 (TTY 1-800-
462-7585). Applicants also may
update their contact informa-
tion by phone or online at
www.fema.gov .

Anyone with questions
about disaster loan applica-
tions with the Small Business
Administration (SBA) should
call SBA at 1-800-659-2955 or
visit the SBA Website at
www.sba.gov/serv ices/disas-
terassistance.

Goal to provide temporary homes
for all who have requested them
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“It is important to us to house
these families as close to home
as possible,” said Oregon Gov-
ernor Kulongoski. “Oregon
Emergency Management has
evaluated the results which
show that the levels are similar
to those found in newly con-
structed wood frame houses.”

Families displaced from their
homes since the December
floods will occupy the mobile
homes temporarily while their
homes are rebuilt and they re-
build their lives.

Testing unoccupied units be-
fore releasing them for occu-
pancy is the latest in a range of
proactive measures FEMA is
taking in response to recent
formaldehyde findings by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

FEMA'’s Oregon field office is

testing a second set of 13
homes and is planning to order
more homes from a FEMA stag-
ing area. All new units coming
into Oregon will have already
been tested. The first 21 mobile
homes to complete the testing
and be accepted by the state
will be located in the new mobile
home park on Maple Ave. in the
heart of Vernonia. (Seven have
arrived and 6 are on the way.)

“This has been a long road
for the residents of Vernonia,”
said Glen Sachtleben, federal
coordinating officer with FEMA.
“The patience shown by the
town and residents is inspiring.”

FEMA is negotiating with an-
other land owner in Vernonia to
create more mobile home sites.
“We won't quit until we place all
eligible families who requested
a mobile home,” said Sacht-
leben.

Corsiglia is seeking a third term
on the board of commissioners.
A resident of St. Helens, he
was first elected in 2000. He

also served as a St. Helens
council member, and was on
the planning commission while

Please see page 20

Address change can be mailed in
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and need to inform the Colum-
bia County Elections Depart-
ment of any change of address,
even if it is temporary. Ballots
will not be forwarded. Change
of address can be done by mail
with a registration card post-
marked no later than April 29. If
the card is not received by May
2, it will be necessary to go to
the courthouse to update your
address and request a ballot.
Registered voters who want
to change party affiliation (De-
mocrat, Republican, etc.) also

have until April 29, but the
change must be received in the
Elections office by that date. A
postmark is not valid for chang-
ing party affiliation. Oregon
does not have cross-party vot-
ing so, to vote for a particular
party’s candidate you must reg-
ister as affiliated with that party.

Any registered voter who
does not receive a ballot by
May 7 has until 8:00 p.m. elec-
tion day (May 20) to obtain a
ballot, although it will be neces-
sary to go to the courthouse in
St. Helens.

product that is right for you!

My House Made It
Possible!

Your house can make so many things possible. With a
HELOC (Home Equity Line of Credit) or a Home Equity
Refinance, you can make home improvements or just keep a
line of credit for whatever comes your way such as college
expenses, vacations or a variety of purchases. Call us or

check us out online anytime day or night for the mortgage

No Payment for 90 Days or Up-front Costs!*
24 Hour Lending and
a Full Line of Mortgage Products!

h Wauna Federal Credit Union

and is an cqual housing lender.,

Vi
Your hometown financial solution
1.800.773.3236  www.waunafcu.org
@ Asloria Clatskanie St Helens Vernonia Warrenton
= 3251044 7284321 3661334  420.8031 861.7526 NCUA

* Members of WFCU and qualified borrowers only. Rates above are Annual Percentage
Rate and may change at any time. Offer above is for 5 yr Ist mortgage refinance at
maximum LTV of 80% of appraisal value or HELOC for qualified borrowers. Home
equity rate may vary based on credit factors and loan to value.
restrictions may apply. Closing costs are determined by the type of loan, the amount of
loan and by third party charges for various services and are added to the loan balance to
be paid by the borrower, which may change the APR. Fees and other costs are added to
the end of the loan and can incur finance charges. WFCU is federally insured by NCUA
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