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Winter flood and landslide forecast says, “It may not be over yet”

Oregonians should continue
to be vigilant and prepared for
more flooding, landslides and
mudslides urge officials with
the Governor’s Recovery Cabi-
net, Oregon Emergency Man-
agement and the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

“The state’s recovery efforts
rely on avoiding and preventing
future damage whenever possi-
ble,” said Oregon Governor Ted
Kulongoski. “We will continue

eral agencies and local govern-
ments, but we also need indi-
vidual citizens’ help. We urge
people to be watchful for land-
slides, and to stay out of harm’s
way.” The Governor’s Recov-
ery Cabinet urges people to
watch for potential landslides
as rain continues and snow
pack builds.

“It may not be over yet,” said
Federal Coordinating Officer
Glen R. Sachtleben. “Oregoni-
ans need to stay prepared. Two
of the most important ways to

to coordinate closely with fed-
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prepare are to buy flood insur-
ance and to have a family dis-
aster plan.”

Timing for the purchase of
flood insurance is critical. There
is a mandatory 30-day waiting
period after purchase of a flood
insurance policy before it will
go into effect.

Director of Oregon Climate
Service at Oregon State Uni-
versity, George H. Taylor said,
“In mid-December the snow
water equivalent in the
Willamette Valley drainage was
less than 50 percent of aver-
age. At the end of January,
snow water was listed at 167
percent of average,” he said.

“Of particular note is that
low- to mid-elevations (less
than 4,000 feet) have particu-
larly deep snow, generally ex-
ceeding 200 percent of aver-
age,” said Taylor. “These are
the areas that will melt first if a
large, wet storm reaches us.”

Taylor indicated that no un-
usually wet storm seems immi-
nent but added, “we will contin-

ue to monitor the long-range
weather predictions because
the deep snow pack is expect-
ed to remain for the foresee-
able future.”

The flood of February 1996
is an example of a “rain on
snow event,” according to Tay-
lor. He said the combination of
heavy rain, warm temperatures
and a deep snow pack caused
large amounts of runoff and
widespread flooding. He noted
the importance of residents
heeding agencies’ warnings. In
December 1964 flooding
caused a tremendous loss of
life while in February 1996
there was less loss of life due in
part to residents taking flood
warnings seriously, being pre-
pared, and being aware of what
to do in an emergency situa-
tion.

Oregonians can find river
forecasts and flood stages at
the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, Na-
tional Weather Service website
www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/.

The U. S. Dept. of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA’s) National Re-
sources Conservation Service
tracks changes in the snow
pack through a network called
“snowtel,” or snowfall telemetry.
The USDA’s National Resource
Conservation Services (NRCS)
website www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/
snhow/data/current.html  pro-
vides daily “snowtel” reports for
Oregon.

“It is important to go a step
further and know what to do be-
fore, during and after for specif-
ic types of disasters,” State Co-
ordinating Officer Abby Ker-
shaw said. “Oregonians need
to plan ahead for all types of
disasters and to learn to pre-
pare for and respond to them.
Taking action today protects
our families and reduces the
impact of emergencies when
they occur.”

Go to www.fema.gov/arey-
ouready and www.floodsmart.
gov for more information on
flood insurance and preparing
for disasters.

Senator Johnson sponsors housing bill

In the next six years, more
than 7,000 families in Oregon
are at-risk of losing their homes
due to expiring federal Housing
& Urban Development (HUD)
and Rural Development (RD)
contracts. Consequentially,
many low-income families, sen-
iors and people with disabilities
could potentially lose their
housing.

As the clock is ticking to pre-
serve this critical stock of af-
fordable housing, Senator Bet-
sy Johnson (D-Scappoose) is
working with housing advo-
cates to find a solution. Senator
Johnson is sponsoring Senate
Bill 1073 which will allocate $2
million to create the ‘Housing
Acquisition Fund’ that will lever-
age funding from private foun-

Super Quiet Generator

EU3000is

* 3000 watts (25 A) of Honda
inverter 120 AC power

* Super quiet-49 to 58dB(A)

e Eco-Throttle-runs up to 20 hrs.
on 3.4 gals. of fuel

* 12v-12A DC output

* Power for RVs and
basic home backup power

Forest Grove Honda
3619 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove

(877)500-73000r
(503) 357-7300

Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device to
avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified
electrician. For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you
read the owner's manual before operating your Honda Power

Equipment. (c) 2006 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

dations and banks. This will
help avert the crisis and save
thousands of affordable homes
throughout Oregon.

Within communities through-
out Columbia and Clatsop
Counties, 229 affordable hous-
ing units are set to expire.
“Children and families deserve
an opportunity to succeed in
school and life, which is tied to
having a stable home” said
Rocky Johnson with Communi-
ty Action Team. “Senate Bill
1073 will give hope to families
at risk and an opportunity to en-
sure they still have an afford-
able place to call home.”

The Housing Acquisition
Fund will address an emer-
gency need with one-time fund-
ing that will leverage an esti-
mated $150 million in other
public and private funds to help
with the preservation of expir-
ing affordable housing units.

The Housing Acquisition
Fund will also save $12 million
in annual federal rent assis-
tance. Senate Bill 1073 gives
local non-profit developers and
housing authorities the oppor-
tunity to purchase expiring
properties, keeping federal
funds in Oregon and housing
affordable.



