
On January 3, 2008, Banks

Mayor Teri Branstitre gave her

State of the City address to the

Banks Chamber of Commerce,

as follows:

Patience is a must if you ever

want to be involved in city gov-

ernment. The length of time it

can take to complete a city proj-

ect from beginning to end can be

significant. During your term in

office you can end up working on

projects that you didn’t start or

starting projects that you doubt

you will see the end to during

your term.

This year the City of Banks

was able to complete a couple

of projects we’ve been working

on for a while, continue work on

some things we’ve been work-

ing on and to start new projects

that we won’t complete for sev-

eral years. I will try to give you

a brief outline of the work we’ve

done.

With the help of the library

levy passed at the end of 2006,

the library was able to extend

its hours, add an additional

open day and have additional

resources for library materials. 

The city provided the funding

needed to assist with staffing to

manage the library, and with

some necessary repairs to the

library facility.

For the last several years,

the city has been analyzing the

responsibilities of its primary

staff in order to determine

whether or not a city manager

was necessary. After research

and much discussion the city

council decided it was time to

hire a city manager. They,

along with some citizen partici-

pants, did an extensive search

and interviews and hired a city

manager who came on staff in

August. Jim Hough comes to

us with previous experience as

a city manager and has been a

wealth of information. This is an

investment in the future of our

city that will help to stabilize the

city infrastructure and to ac-

complish many of the goals the

city has had, but did not have

available resources to work on.

Obtaining and proving per-

mitted water rights has been a

high priority in the city this year.

We have spent a great deal of

time, energy and resources to

secure our city’s future water. 

We are continuing to work

on building the structures nec-

essary to connect our new well

and to continue to prove the ne-

cessity for additional water re-

sources. 

To assist in this effort we did

a water rate study and will be

increasing the city’s water rates

this month. Water rates had not

been increased since 2002. We

will also be updating our Water

Master Plan in 2008. This will

provide us with a road map for

future water needs.

The term of the mayor previ-

ously had been only two years

while council positions were

four years. With a revision of

the City Charter, the mayor’s

term will be four years with the

election of our next mayor in

November of 2008. The charter

was also amended to accom-

modate a city manager form of

government.

We have continued our con-

tract with the Washington

County Sheriff’s Office for po-

lice services in the city and con-

tinue to see crime around our

area decrease. We will begin

holding court in Banks in 2008

to assist us in enforcing city or-

dinances and other violations.

During this last year, all the

city’s ordinances went through a

process called codification. This

process organizes all the ordi-

nances and makes sure that

there are no redundancies or

contradictions. We are also in

the process of creating an em-

ployee handbook for all city

staff.

The Banks Tree Board was

re-formed this year and will al-

low a group of volunteer resi-

dents to assist us in maintain-

ing our city’s trees. The city

also purchased a piece of play-

ground equipment that will be

placed in Greenville Park in the

spring.

Most of the work being done

to prepare the site and place

the equipment is being done by

volunteers and donations. If

you are interested, please con-

tact the city and we will provide

you with more information.

The city also completed

work on its Parks System De-

velopment Charges and the

Parks Master Plan. Work will

continue on the master plan to

update and refine it as we be-

gin to explore the expansion of

our Urban Growth Boundary

and plan for future city growth.

We worked to revise our

franchise agreements with Ver-

izon, NW Natural Gas and

Swatco this year. We also inter-

viewed and hired a new engi-

neering firm to assist the city

with its engineering needs.

The coming year is looking

more and more exciting with

the start of the Sellers Road re-

alignment project and the com-

pletion of the Banks Linear

Trail. 

This project has prompted

discussions on trails through

Banks to Forest Grove and oth-

er scenic places in our area.

If you are interested in learn-

ing more about what’s going on

in the City of Banks, please at-

tend our city council meetings.

They are open to the public and

are held the second Tuesday of

each month. You can also

check out our web site at

www.cityofbanks.org.
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MS 310 Chain Saw

All the features but with more power than the STIHL

Farm Boss®. Includes an adjustable automatic oiler,

Ematic™ guide bar and OILOMATIC® saw chain.

Other features include IntelliCarb™ compensating

carburetor and toolless fuel and oil caps.

Available with 24” Bar

Notice: Flooded Equipment

PRECISION OUTDOOR 

POWER EQUIPMENT

• Mon - Fri  8am to 6pm 
• Saturday  8am to 5pm 

• Sunday 10am to 4pm 

Banks Hardware
503-324-5221 • 150 N. Main Street, Banks

Before you throw out your flood damaged outdoor power
equipment call us. We may be able to repair damage caused
by water and mud. We would like to help you save your tools
as well as your money!

MS170 Chain Saw
Includes many of the same excellent design features as our

professional models, including STIHL Quickstop® inertia chain

brake, Master Control Lever™, anti-vibration system, easy-off

filter cover, and view-through oil and gas tanks.

Starting at $179.95
Super Quiet Generator

EU3000is

Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device to
avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified
electrician. For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you
read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power
Equipment. (c) 2006 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

• 3000 watts (25 A) of Honda 
inverter 120 AC power 

• Super quiet-49 to 58dB(A)
• Eco-Throttle-runs up to 20 hrs.

on 3.4 gals. of fuel
• 12v-12A DC output
• Power for RVs and    

basic home backup power

Forest Grove Honda
3619 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove

(877) 500-7300 or  

(503) 357-7300

Mayor Branstitre’s State of the City address from January 3, 2008

Don’t miss the 

5th annual International

Soup Festival, Saturday,

Feb. 2 at Banks Elemen-

tary School 

cafeteria, 3pm to 7pm


