
By Karen Miller

Senior Advocate

A s

w i t h

m a n y

o t h e r s

a r o u n d

here, my

brain is

still in a

fog; all

my infor-

mation books are either still wa-

ter-logged or on the dump

pile…so I just want to remind

people, in this brief news arti-

cle, that I am always available

by phone at 503-429-9112 and

my office is relocated for the

month of January to Holce Log-

ging, behind the Mini Mart in

Vernonia.

If you know of someone in

need of housing please call me;

or with any other concerns, I

can at least point you in the

right direction.

I have been pleased and

happy to be able to serve our

seniors in the Vernonia Com-

munity through Community Ac-

tion Team, which has certainly

come to the aid of many during

this difficult time of crisis. For

any other needs through them,

call 503-397-3511 in St. He-

lens.

Foot care is back on track;

although relocated just across

from the Center, give me a call

for your footcare needs.

I do get many asking me

about the Senior Center’s fu-

ture: At this time, our Board

wishes to let you know we are

in the process of reconstructing

and will return ASAP; THIS

NEWSLETTER will keep you

informed as to future develop-

ments. And by the way, whoev-

er owns the trampoline that

landed in back of our building, I

think that might be a swell

stress reliever; think I’ll try it

out!  

As for the New Year – it is

now 2008 as you read this!

Again, all the incredible help to-

ward each other this past

month has been humbling and

heartwarming. I am sure much

can be written about all the sto-

ries out there. For one: Thank

you to Ben Edgar for slopping

his way into his business at the

pet store on Bridge Street to

get me some contact solution I

needed (that he happened to

have) as I panic-y found out I

couldn’t get home that day and

had to spend the night else-

where – which is another sto-

ry…

Happy New Year…the sun is

coming up!
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NORTHWEST

FLOORING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

NW Flooring & Home Improvement
would like to help flood victims. 

We are offering contractor pricing on
all carpet (with NW Flooring install). 
Also available – laminate flooring,

tile, vinyl & more. 
Give us a call, we want to help!

1550 Columbia Blvd., St. Helens

503-397-3299
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ETWORK

ERVICES

Unlimited Dialup
Surf up to 5x faster with dialup accelerator included FREE.

High Speed Wireless Internet.

As fast as DSL for less cost.

Local Areas Wireless Internet
Heather Ln. to Cherry St., Downtown Vernonia 

Timber Rd./Hwy 47 Jct. to the Golf Course

Domain Services
Low cost registration and hosting.

All Agalis Internet accounts include:
Email accounts, Email Virus & SPAM filtering, 

FREE Internet  related support.

Check your email
from anywhere using Agalis' Webmail.

Owned and Operated in Vernonia since 1998

Website:  www.agalis.net

Phone:  503-201-1846 

Community

20 Years ago this Month

Senior News

INFORMATION NUMBERS

Senior Advocate...429-9112

Senior Center.......429-3912

Transportation......429-4304

The Vernonia CERT has

scheduled a disaster prepared-

ness training course starting

Thursday, January 17, at the

Scout Cabin in Hawkins Park,

and continuing on consecutive

Thursdays after that. Those

who complete the training will

not only acquire disaster pre-

paredness skills but will be giv-

en safety equipment as well.

Anyone interested in participat-

ing or who had previously

signed up for the class, must

contact Vernonia Police Sgt.

Mike Kay at 503-429-7335.

Join CERT now to get free training

Vernonia Police Detective retires

Vernonia Police Detective

Jim Walters celebrated his re-

tirement a couple of days early,

with an open house at the Ver-

nonia Fire Hall on Saturday,

December 29. Over 50 people

attended the open house to

wish Walters well in his retire-

ment. His official last day was

Monday, December 31.

Walters started on the Ver-

nonia police force in October of

1982, when Sharon Ashcraft

was the chief of police. Now, af-

ter 25 years, Walters says he

plans, “to take a month off, then

see what I feel like doing.”

Jim Walters, on left, with just a few of the family and friends

who went to his retirement open house to wish him well.

The January 28, 1988, issue

of The Independent had the fol-

lowing story on page 10:

Anderson Park has been

closed by the Vernonia City

Council until mid-March, in or-

der to facilitate much needed

maintenance and repairs.

Council member Mario Leo-

netti, who is in charge of the

city’s parks, first asked for a 90-

day closure, but changed to the

shorter period when City Re-

corder Don Dunaway said that

reservations had been accept-

ed for the park’s use in March.

Many of the recreational ve-

hicle spaces in Anderson Park

need repair or replacement of

electrical and sewer hookups,

Leonetti said, and the spaces

need to be marked and num-

bered. Some landscaping and

tree trimming is also planned.

Volunteers are needed to

help with the work, Leonetti

said, because the city can’t af-

ford to hire all of the work done.

Other tasks waiting for comple-

tion are the installation of some

playground equipment and

construction of tables and

benches. Volunteers who

would like to help with the park

projects are asked to call

Leonetti at 429-7970.

The council also decided

that the McGough Mobile Vet-

erinary Clinic could continue to

use the park during the closure

because little work needs to be 

Please see page 14


