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The INDEPENDENT, December 20, 2007

Did You Know. ..

By Chief Mathew Workman
Vernonia Police Department

The
last two
weeks
have
been
filled with
physical,
emotion-
al, and
mental highs and lows for all of
us in the Upper Nehalem Val-

ley. The Flood of 2007 has
come and gone, leaving in its
wake massive destruction, tat-
tered lives, and yet an enor-
mous pride watching emer-
gency responders, friends,
family, neighbors, and even
strangers pull together to try
and help each other through
this tremendous disaster. Over
my three-and-a-half years in
Vernonia, | have heard many
accounts of the 1996 Flood and
numerous people tell me, “You

should have been here in ‘96
Chief!” Well | was here in 2007
and | was amazed at the com-
munity response.

Early in the morning of De-
cember 3rd, Fire Chief Paul
Epler and | were busy prepar-
ing for the impending “wind
storm” that was supposed to
knock power out like last De-
cember. | have to admit there
were some strong gusts blow-
ing the 11 inches of rain
around, but | don’t remember

any mention of impending
floods. | kept driving around
checking the low-lying areas
and soon realized that the wa-
ter was rising right in front of
me. Chief Epler and | opened
up the Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) at the fire station,
with the Chief as the Incident
Commander. | also assigned
Sgt. Kay to assist him while 1
stayed in the field. Chief Epler
and Sgt. Kay did a very good
job managing the early stages

of this disaster.

As the water continued to
rise right in front of my eyes, |
went out Timber Road to check
a possible slide. | drove
through several flooded areas
and checked on several people
who were trying to evacuate
friends and neighbors. After
driving into 3 feet of flowing
flood waters that ripped the li-
cense plate off my rig, | turned
back to town. In a matter of an
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service Directory

CasiNer DesicN & ManuracTuriNG Since 1976
JOEL TEMPLIN  503-429-5436
CCB #43965  VERNONIA, OR 97064

FALL CREEK
WOODWORKING

WOOD FLOORS
INSTALLED &
REFINISHED

503-429-4351

Cory Colburn
11561 Keasey Road, Vernonia, OR 97064 - CCB #79876

DANA LEE ENTERPRISES, INC.
Serving the Greater Portland Area

CABINETS ® GOUNTERTOPS ® DOORS
) Woob FLoOORS

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

203-429-9045

LA “LLE] Cell 680-5484 o Fax 429-8059
16819 Timber Rd., Vernonia, OR 97064 « CCB# 123466

PAT’S SEPTIC SERVICE

Septic Tank Pumping
1-503-397-4632

LOW, LOW PRICES

24-HOUR SERVICE

LOCATED IN
ST. HELENS

POLE BULDINGS
CON-O-FAB

BUILDINGS, INC.
503-985-1808

PO Box 724, Gaston, OR 97118
www.EconofabBuildings.com CCB#51042

General Contractor
* Excavating

pert J.W, S

-@0
« Septic Systems

= * Site Prep

(‘r &, * Trenching
Dstrycion,>  Pos

Office 503-429-5504 Cell 503-475-5442

PO. Box 65 Vernonia CCB# 166815

DENNIS ELECTRIC, INC.

/ o FREE ESTIMATES

Vo 503-429-8930
W™ 1-800-439-8930

OUTSIDE PORTLAND METRO AREA
Reliable Commercial and Residential Service

Dennis Electric is a family owned & operated
electrical contracting company. Our goal is
to provide quality electrical service while
delivering fair value to our customers.

Licensed & Bonded + CCB No. 19808
Dennis & Schann Nelson ¢« P.O. Box 412 « Vernonia, OR 97064
rommmta )

- = - k - r E
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HEILMANN LAND SERVICES
OF OREGON, INC.
Operating Oak Ranch Quarry
Rock Crushing & Screening
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
Located on Apiary Road
at mile post 15.5 off Hwy 47
Phone 503-755-2302

Office located at
85223 Strum Creek Rd., Birkenfeld, OR 97016

Tony Johnson Construction
SPECIALIZING IN REMODEL & REPAIR
UTILITY SHEDS WINDOWS & DOORS
GARAGES POLE BUILDINGS
CAR PORTS ROOFING
ADDITIONS FENCING
DRYROT SIDING
DRYWALL DECKS

VINYL TILE
“Have Tools Will Travel” CCB #85280

Office (503) 429-7009 o Cell (503) 969-9109

Custom Excavation
George Bergstrom Trucking

Dozing & Excavation L.L.C.

503-324-6753 Office Free Estimates  CCB 154157
503-572-4323 Cell 32173 N.W. Hwy 47, Buxton

Underground Utilites
Clearing/Site prep
Home Excavation

Boulder (Rock) Walls

Ponds/Hiking Trails,

STORAGE, TOO
OPEN 10-5 TUES-SAT - 12-4 SUNDAYS - CLOSED MONDAYS

RV STORAGE

ENCLOSED STORAGE
PADLOCKS AVAILABLE

503-429-STOR or 503-429-7867

58605 NEHALEM HWY. S., VERNONIA, OR 97064

A.J. GAUNT & SON-WATER
WELL DRILLING

THIRD GENERATION
FAMILY-OWNED SINCE 1937
h e AIR ROTARY ¢ CABLE TOOL

~ Well Clean-Outs
~ Flow Testing
~ Deepening

/' (503) 985.7999

Gaston

Reasonable Rates
References Gladly

and Remodeling
. Additions, Kitchens,
%_ Bathrooms, Ceramic Tile,
_.\ Finish Carpentry & More!

v Jim
G

(503) 429-0154

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured CCB# 112057

M(IJrrlson Jr.




