
Michael, 6, has long, sweep-
ing lashes and velvety big
brown eyes, who would recog-
nize this superhero in dis-
guise?! One of Michael’s fa-
vorite subjects is Batman. At
night, he can be found sleeping
in his “bat tent”! 

Michael has “a lot of heart.”

This extremely cute boy is pas-
sionate, ambitious, energetic
and strong-willed. 

A flexible and good-humored
parenting style helps Michael
put his best foot forward, and
makes the most of his humor
and intelligence. 

As Michael regains his trust
in the world, it is vital that he
have skilled and committed
adoptive parents to stick with
him through thick and thin.
While he can be very challeng-
ing, he can be equally loveable
and endearing. He needs that
very special family who can put
Michael first – something he
has been waiting for all of his
life! 

Michael is one of approxi-
mately 300 Oregon children

available for adoption through
the state, generally because of
abuse and neglect. For more
information contact the Special
Needs Adoption Coalition at
503-542-2392 or DHS at 1-
800-331-0503.
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Vernonia schools get health grant

A workshop on the Basics of
International Adoption will be
held Saturday, November17,
from 10:00 a.m. to noon at
Banks Public Library, 111 Mar-
ket St., Banks.

An introduction to the inter-
national adoption process will
be presented by the staff of
Dove Adoptions International.
Adoptive families will also be
available to answer questions,
discuss their adoption journey
and share their struggles and
successes.

The workshop will provide
an overview of several impor-
tant issues that families must
learn to navigate or embrace
during the adoption process
and once your child is home,

from choosing a country and an
agency, to understanding how
much, or how little, information
your child’s country of origin
will provide your family. 

Additional topics will include
medical tests and expectations
of internationally adopted chil-
dren, what to expect when trav-
eling, how to prepare for the
trip, returning home with a child
and bonding issues. 

The workshop is free but
registration is recommended
by Friday, November 16. To
register or for more information
contact Assistant Adoption Co-
ordinator Kari Rose ay 180 N.
Main St., Banks, 503-324-9010
or by email doveadopt@adop-
tions.net.

Studies show that healthy
kids learn better and, through
grants from the Healthy Kids
Learn Better Foundation, the
Vernonia School District has
begun to implement a district-
wide health and wellness com-
mittee called the Vernonia Stu-
dent Health Advisory Commit-
tee (VSHAC). The two $15,000
grants were awarded to Wash-
ington Grade School and Ver-
nonia High School for the pur-
poses of addressing issues in-
cluding nutrition, fitness, asth-
ma, mental health and tobacco
prevention. 

The VSHAC includes teach-
ers, administrators, counselors,
students, health care profes-

sionals and community mem-
bers. Their goal is to develop
and implement policies and
procedures promoting healthy
student and staff lifestyle choic-
es that will impact academic
achievement for the patrons of
the Vernonia School District.

Any input or comments re-
garding the implementation
and focus for this committee
would be greatly appreciated,
and can be delivered to the
Vernonia School District Office,
Vernonia High School or Wash-
ington Grade School. Ques-
tions can be directed to George
Spaulding, WGS PE teacher
and grant coordinator at 503-
429-7941.

International adoption topic of talkGot room in your heart for one more?

Cartoonist works featured at TFC
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Hundreds of works by retired
Salem artist Hugh Hayes, best
known for his whimsical fire
prevention characters and cari-
cature maps of Oregon, will be
on display at the Tillamook For-
est Center November 17-18
and November 21-25. The ex-
hibit is free and open to the
public.

Hayes, age 93, was a drafts-
man for the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps, then worked for the
Oregon Department of Forestry
from the early 1940s until 1977.
During this time he produced
thousands of drawings and il-
lustrations, from bridge and fire
lookouts to cartoonish fire pre-
vention materials. His distinc-
tive look includes mischievous
embers of flame scampering
across the forest floor; illustrat-
ed maps of Oregon filled with
characters and stories from

east to west; stunning perspec-
tive drawings of lookout towers
and forest guard stations.

One of his most recogniza-
ble works is a stylized map of
Oregon with regional and local
caricatures drawn from history.
More than 7,000,000 copies of
the map were distributed to
restaurants across Oregon as
placemats during the 1960s
and 1970s, helping a genera-
tion of Oregon youngsters en-
joy learning about Oregon his-
tory and geography.

For more information, con-
tact the Tillamook Forest Cen-
ter at 866-930-4646, or visit the
Center on-line at www.tillam-
ook forestcenter.org. The Cen-
ter is located halfway between
Forest Grove and Tillamook on
Oregon Highway 6 and is open
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Wednesday through Sunday.


