
By Schann Nelson
OSU Master Gardener

It’s hard to believe, as I sit hear listening to the wind whis-

tle through the not-quite-closed window, that it’s officially

Spring. Spring in this part of Oregon is a chance to experi-

ence nearly every kind of weather we EVER have, within any

given 24-hour period. It’s not uncommon for it to be raining

on one side of the house and sunny on the other. I like to call

it ‘Rainbow Weather.’

I ordered some baby plants from a nursery in North Car-

olina, Park Seed, and so far they are pretty disappointing.

They didn’t fare too well in shipping, so it looks like I may be

testing their guarantee. It was fun to pick a grouping of plants for a very specific lo-

cation and a defined budget. As the focus for this large pot in full sun, I’ve chosen

a dwarf, columnar evergreen Berberis thunbergii ‘Helmund Pillar’ as a centerpiece.
According to the description and photos, this is a three season plant (flowers in

spring, followed by berries, then fall/winter color). The foliage is a vibrant bur-

gundy (not green!) and thorny. 

Unfortunately, it’s also a baby tree, meaning it’s two years old at most and

only about 6-inches high. Hard to be a focal point when you’re that

short. Once it gets even a bit taller and fuller it should be a perfect

specimen plant. My hope is that will be able to survive to maturity

in that pot and in that place. When mature, it’s supposed to be a

6 – 8 foot tall but only 1-2 feet wide, well suited for its location in

a pot.

Until there is a more significant focal point, I’m filling the pot

with several kinds of bulbs (daffodils, daylilies, crocosmia)

that will provide interest through the spring and summer.

This first year, I’m also adding annual Calibrachoa to fill-
in. These nifty little flowers look like petunias but don’t

require deadheading to keep the blooms coming all

summer long. Territorial had sold out of the Terra Cotta vari-
ety pictured in the catalogue by the time I ordered in late March. No

wonder, the flowers pictured are an amazing collage of shades of soft colors, from

dark umber to pale adobe, changing as the flowers age and all on the same plant.

Watch for bigger production of this variety next year!

If you haven’t guessed yet, this is one of the four pots at Black Bear Coffee and

the only one planted with lavender. Adopting these pots allows me to fuss with them

without guilt. And I can use them as public illustrations for this column. In this case,

as example of the impact of microclimate. Note: Any environmen-

tal stress has a greater effect in a pot. A fact that can be used to

your advantage.

All four of these pots were planted at about the same time,

three with curly willow and the fourth with lavender. All initially had

several smaller ground cover/flowers and a good rock mulch. The

willows have mostly done well in the partial sun at that particular

pocket park. The lavender was (I’m sure) designed to be in the

one corner that gets a LOT of SUN.  At some point the pots on the

parking lot end of the park got reversed, with the result that the

willow had a significant amount of sun damage (areas where the

bark had looked ‘cooked’) and the lavender nearly drowned. The

willow began to recover as soon as it was moved to a microcli-

mate more suited to their requirements. This pot has the only suc-

cessful ground cover, a moss with the common name ‘Brass But-
tons’.

The lavender did survive, and even made it through the winter, but it is a sad

looking remnant. I haven’t decided whether to include it when I do the repotting.

This pot may also have had an unfortunate use by some local creature. Certainly,

all the humans would understand that relieving oneself in the pot would poison the

soil. I know the cats have been into some of my pots when the mulch dried out on

top. 

To get back to the point of all this – the microclimate is easily effected. Only one

side of the little park gets the hot, baking-the-parking-lot summer sun. All of the oth-

er corners of the park get at least some shade in the late afternoon, at least by the

time we usually get some HOT weather (not June). By creating the environment for

the plant, OR picking a plant suited to environment you can be successful growing

many things.

This year I finally had the courage, and the time, to get several bags of ‘summer

bulbs’ in the ground, including dahlias. Even though all of the packaging says to

plant outside “after danger of frost” is over, if you wait that long in this corner of the

state, you won’t have much to show for it by the end of summer. 

I’ve decided that these instructions are for places with very defined seasons,

and usually very short period of true spring weather. Here, in Vernonia, on the

other hand, it is possible to have spring weather in any season of the year AND

to have any kind of weather in spring! (I think?!) Turns out that most of the

country has short spring and fall seasons, odd as that kind of weather seems

to me.

I planted dahlias in the ground and I must admit I’m hoping

they don’t rot. The two half-barrels I planted with caladiums and
other summer bloomers like lilies. Most of the new stuff is

supposed to be hardy when established (not the dahlias)

and is coming up just fine. The barrels have the advantage

of having really good drainage, since they’re above the rest of

the soil. 

The trick is to figure out (A) when your soil (microclimate

again) has stopped freezing and (B) when it has dried out

enough. I can virtually promise you that these things will

happen at slightly different times in different areas. Some

years, in very mild winters, the soil hardly freezes. Not an is-

sue this year. We hope and pray we do get lots of rain in the

spring. Lots and lots of rain. In order for plants to flourish however, soil must be par-

tially composed of air. The are very few plants that will grow in standing water.

Drainage is a big key to having success.

By next month the town will be all shined up. Are you ready for Cycle Oregon?
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Can You Dig It?

NEHALEM VALLEY BIBLE CHURCH

Gary Taylor, Pastor

Grant & North Streets, Vernonia

503 429-5378

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

Nursery available

Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

John Aitken II, Pastor, 396-1856

2nd Ave. and Nehalem St., Vernonia

503 429-8301

Morning Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Bible Study 10:30 a.m.

VERNONIA COMMUNITY CHURCH

Grant Williams, Pastor

957 State Avenue, Vernonia

503 429-6790

Sunday Breakfast 9:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 9:45 a.m.

Children and Nursery 10:00 a.m.

Youth Group 6:00 p.m.

Preschool Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer 7:00 p.m.

Friday Adult Volleyball 7:00 p.m.

ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Luan Tran, Administrator

960 Missouri Avenue, Vernonia

503 429-8841

Mass Schedule 

Sunday 12:00 Noon

Religious Education

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

VERNONIA FOURSQUARE CHURCH

Carl Pense, Pastor

850 Madison Avenue, Vernonia

503 429-1103

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

359 “A” Street, Vernonia

503 429-5190

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

ST. AUGUSTINE (CANTERBURY)

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

375 North St. (Vernonia Grange Hall)

Vernonia, 503 705-2173

Please call for service schedule.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Wayne and Maureene Marr

662 Jefferson Ave., Vernonia, 

503 429-0373

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m

VERNONIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Sam Hough, Evangelist

410 North Street, Vernonia

503 429-6522

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

Every Wednesday:

Ladies' Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Ladies’ Worship 10:00 a.m.

Children’s Choir  3:00 p.m.

Family Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

Jeff Cheney, Branch President

1350 E. Knott Street, Vernonia 

503 429-7151

Sacrament Meeting, Sunday 10 a.m.

Sunday School & Primary 11:20 a.m.

Relief Society, Priesthood and

Young Women, Sunday 12:10 p.m.

Church Directory


