
Senator Betsy Johnson (D-

Scappoose) has been appoint-

ed by Gov. Ted Kulongoski to

the Search and Rescue Task

Force (SAR). The task force

will review state policies and

identify possible solutions to

ensure high levels of coordina-

tion and communication be-

tween agencies performing

SAR activities.

“I was pleased to be asked

to serve on this important task

force. Given the recent high

profile searches in Oregon –

some with profoundly sad out-

comes – it’s appropriate that

the Governor call for a compre-

hensive review of all of our pro-

cedures,” said Sen. Johnson.

The Task Force intends to

present recommendations to

the Governor no later than

March 31, 2007. The Task

Force will meet several times

in order to meet the Governor’s

deadline.  They will review Ore-

gon SAR policies and “after-ac-

tion” reports of specific search-

es to prepare for their discus-

sions. The 16-member task

force includes officials from all

levels of government, as well

as private citizens with knowl-

edge and experience in Search

and Rescue operations.

Johnson gained experience

in Search and Rescue opera-

tions as CEO and active line pi-

lot for Transwestern Helicop-

ters, a Scappoose-based com-

pany that she operated for

nearly 20 years.

“In my previous professional

life, I flew on a number of active

SAR operations. I hope to bring

my unique aviation experience

to the task force discussions.”

“I commend Sen. Johnson

for dedicating her time to serve

on this important taskforce,”

Gov. Kulongoski said. “Her

leadership will be critical in de-

veloping recommendations and

ensuring the adoption of the

panel’s recommendations”

Oregon Department of Fish

and Wildlife and Oregon State

University Department of Fish-

eries and Wildlife are seeking

candidates for the Oregon

Hatchery Research Center

(OHRC) Advisory Committee to

represent sport fishing groups,

the commercial fishing industry,

watershed councils, and sci-

ence-at-large community.

The 15-member committee

advises the OHRC Senior Sci-

entist on activities and func-

tions related to the operation

and maintenance of the OHRC.

Committee members serve

a three-year term and repre-

sent federal and local govern-

ments, conservation groups,

sport fishing groups, the com-

mercial fishing industry, tribes,

resource producers (agricul-

ture, timber and gravel), water-

shed councils and education.

Two members of the committee

represent the public-at-large

and four represent the scientif-

ic community.

Candidates must submit a

letter of interest by Friday,

March 30, specifying why the

applicant is interested and pro-

viding three references. ODFW

and OSU representatives will

make selections prior to April

15. The Committee will meet

next on May 19 in Corvallis. 

The OHRC is a cooperative

research project between

ODFW and OSU. The center’s

mission is to develop an under-

standing of the mechanisms

that may create differences be-

tween hatchery and wild fish,

and devise ways to reduce and

manage the differences so

hatcheries can be used respon-

sibly in the conservation and

management of native fish.

For additional information

about the OHRC Advisory

Committee or to submit a letter

of interest, contact Lisa Kings-

ley at lisa.m.kingsley@state.

or.us or 503-947-6211.

For more information, visit

ODFW Web site: www.dfw.

state.or.us/ OHRC.

The mission of the Oregon

Department of Fish and Wildlife

is to protect and enhance Ore-

gon’s fish and wildlife and their

habitats for use and enjoyment

by present and future genera-

tions. The agency consists of

the Oregon Fish and Wildlife

Commission, a commission-

appointed director and a

statewide staff of approximate-

ly 950 permanent employees.

Headquartered in Salem,

ODFW has regional offices in

Clackamas, Roseburg, Bend,

and La Grande with ten district

offices located throughout the

state. For additional informa-

tion, please visit www.dfw.

state.or.us.
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VERNONIA
Al-Anon Fridays 7:00 p.m. Grange Hall
Alcoholics Anonymous Mondays 6:30 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
Alcoholics Anonymous Thursdays 6:30 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
American Legion Post #119 2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m., 627 Adams Avenue
Arts & Crafts Society 2nd Thursday 2:00 p.m., City Library
Booster Club 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., VHS Library
Boy Scout Troop 201 Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., Scout Cabin
Boy Scout Troop 860 Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., LDS Church
Cemetery Beautification Comm. 2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m., Leonetti’s Grill
CERT 4th Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-3018
Chamber of Commerce 2nd Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-6081
Community Coalition 2nd Monday 12:30 p.m. School District Ofc.
Cub Scout Pack 201 Scout Cabin For Info Call 503-429-4250
Friends of the Library 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Vernonia Library 
Girl Scouts, Neighborhood 4-2 For Info Call 503-819-0143
Hands On Art Committee 1st & 3rd Thursdays 4:00 p.m., City Hall 
Izaak Walton League 3rd Thursday For location call 503-429-7193 
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 p.m., Buckhorn Restaurant 
Narcotics Anonymous Saturdays 7:00 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
Pioneer Museum For Info Call 503-429-3713
Public Works Committee 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Cares Directors For Info call 503-429-1414
Vernonia City Council 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Community PTA 3rd Thursday 7:00 p.m., WGS Library
Vernonia Grange 3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., Grange Hall
Vernonia Health Center 2nd Monday 6:00 p.m., 510 Bridge St.
Vernonia Learning Center 1st Wednesday 7:00 p.m., VLC
Vernonia Parks Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
Vernonia Planning Comm. 1st & 3rd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Pride 3rd Thursday 1:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Ridge Riders Last Thursday 7:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia RFPD Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia School Board 2nd Thursday 6:00 p.m., District Office
Vernonia Sr. Center Board 2nd Friday 1:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia Transfer Station       2nd & 4th Saturdays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Behind VHS
Vern. Volunteer Ambulance Assoc. 1st Thursday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia Volunteer Firefighters 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
WOEC Directors 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., WOEC

MIST-BIRKENFELD
M-BRFPD Board Business Mtg. 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-BRFPD Board Workshop 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Ambulance Drill 1st & 2nd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Fire Drill 1st & 2nd Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Helping Circle 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B SAR Drill 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Volunteer Assoc. 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Natal Grange 2nd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Natal Grange Hall 
T.O.P.S. Mondays 6:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Upr Nehalem Watershed Council For date call 429-2401 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station

BANKS
Alcoholics Anonymous Fridays 7:00 p.m., Methodist Church
Alcoholics Anonymous Wednesdays 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
American Legion Post #90 2nd Tuesdays 7:30 p.m., Main Street Post
Banks City Council 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m., City Hall
Banks Fire District #13 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Station 13
Banks Planning Commission Last Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Banks School Board 2nd Monday 7:30 p.m., Jr. High Library
Banks Youth Group Sundays, Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., UMC Youth Bldg.
Chamber of Commerce 1st Thursday 12:30 p.m., Fire District Office
CPO 14    3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Friends of the Library 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., Brown Derby
Sunset Park Assoc. 3rd Wednesday 8:00 p.m., Gun Club
T.O.P.S. Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Administration Bldg. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY (All meet in St. Helens unless otherwise noted.)
Board of Commissioners Wednesdays 10 a.m., Courthouse
Citizens for Senior Justice 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Sunset Park Church
Columbia Soil & Water District 3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., NRCS , 2514 Sykes
County Fair Board 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fairgrounds 4-H Bldg.
County Parks Commission 3rd Monday 6:00 p.m., 1054 Oregon St. 
Mental Health Advisory Comm. 3rd Tuesday 10 a.m., 2nd Floor, Courthouse
Comm. on Children & Families 3rd Thursday 5:30 p.m. OSU Ext., 550 N. Hwy. 30
Local Alcohol & Drug Plann. Comm. 2nd Tuesday 3:00 p.m., 2nd Floor, Courthouse
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Organizations and meeting dates not listed may be included by calling 429-9410  or by mail to 

The INDEPENDENT, 725 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064.
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Hatchery research panel needs people Johnson named to S&R task force 


