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Bridge of Montana; Snell Crane

of Longview, Washington;

Transit Communication Road

Services Tony Schrader of Ver-

nonia; Kynsi Construction,

Mark Kynsi of Clatskanie;  An-

drew Niemi of Lower Columbia

Engineering; Columbia River

Youth Conservation Corps

leader Anna Vacca, and crew;

UNWC reforestation techni-

cians Greg Mustola and Shaw-

na Naeve; Columbia Soil and

Water Conservation District Di-

rector Bill DeJager.

The many partnerships

needed to complete the Cedar

Creek access and habitat proj-

ect included the following or-

ganizations: 

Forest Systems specializes

in investment-driven forest

management by helping organ-

izations acquire and manage

high quality forest assets. Their

goal is to be recognized as one

of the leading managers of

working forests in the world.

They emphasize investment

discipline, environmental stew-

ardship and the use of creative

strategies and value-enhancing

technologies to help clients ac-

quire and manage high quality

forest assets in accordance

with their objectives.

The Oregon Watershed En-

hancement Board is a state

agency led by a policy over-

sight board. The agency pro-

vides grants and services to cit-

Please see page 5

Citizen David McCoy told

council, at the January 2 Ver-

nonia City Council meeting,

that he felt he had not been al-

lowed to “have his say” during

Topics from the Floor at the last

meeting due to Mayor Harrison

and Councilor Daughtry “jump-

ing in and not letting him have

his time.” McCoy went on to

say that he welcomes rebuttal

but wants to have his say and

that “trying to get in a shouting

match at a council meeting is

not good. I feel bad for being

one of your staunchest sup-

porters after being treated like

that.” Both Harrison and

Daughtry apologized to McCoy. 

Council also held a public

hearing on the Community De-

velopment Block Grant (CDBG)

that was used to fund the plan-

ning and construction of the

Vernonia Community Learning

Center. The most significant

item at the hearing was the in-

formation that the center has

been officially changed, with

the State of Oregon, from an

“adult learning center” that was

set up to serve a limited clien-

tele to a “community center,”

which can serve the entire area

and better meet the needs of

the city. The hearing was a re-

quired step in closing the grant

process.

In other business:

• Councilor Brett Costley

nominated and council voted

approval of Councilor Steve

Whiteman as council president,

with Whiteman voting nay,

• Tom Ramsey apologized to

the Mayor and Council for not

notifying council and the media

before the recent fireworks.

Ramsey went on to say he

would strive to do a better job

of notification in future.

• heard from a citizen who

lives on E. Bridge Street that

the bicycle/pedestrian path

completed in 2006 has left the

area with no parking available

for garage sales and other

neighborhood events. Mayor

Harrison asked Chief of Police

Mat Workman to contact ODOT

to see what, if any, options ex-

ist.

• was told by Councilor Par-

row that City Administrator Dick

Kline has been working on the

budget but was “under the

weather” and unable to attend

the meeting.

• Councilor Costley said the

second Gateway Project arch-

way was scheduled, weather

permitting, for installation this

Saturday. The first archway

was dedicated to Matt Giles (a

Gateway Project member who

was killed in an airplane acci-

dent in 2006). Next the Project

will be raising funds for the third

archway.

The next Vernonia City

Council meeting is scheduled

for January 15, at 7:00 p.m. at

City Hall.
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VERNONIA
Al-Anon Fridays 7:00 p.m. Grange Hall
Alcoholics Anonymous Mondays 6:30 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
Alcoholics Anonymous Thursdays 6:30 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
American Legion Post #119 2nd Thursday 627 Adams Avenue
Arts & Crafts Society 2nd Thursday 2:00 p.m., City Library
Booster Club 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., VHS Library
Boy Scout Troop 201 Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., Scout Cabin
Boy Scout Troop 860 Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., LDS Church
Cemetery Beautification Comm. 2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m., Leonetti’s Grill
CERT 4th Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-3018
Chamber of Commerce 2nd Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-6081
Community Coalition 2nd Monday 12:30 p.m. School District Ofc.
Cub Scout Pack 201 Scout Cabin For Info Call 503-429-4250
Friends of the Library 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Vernonia Library 
Girl Scouts For Info Call 503-429-8133
Hands On Art Committee 1st & 3rd Thursdays 4:00 p.m., City Hall 
Izaak Walton League 3rd Thursday For location call 503-429-7193 
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 p.m., Buckhorn Restaurant 
Narcotics Anonymous Saturdays 7:00 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
Pioneer Museum For Info Call 503-429-3713
Public Works Committee 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Venturing Crew 201 1st & 3rd Thursdays 5:30 p.m., Buckhorn Restaurant
Vernonia Cares Directors For Info call 503-429-1414
Vernonia City Council 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Community PTA 3rd Thursday 7:00 p.m., WGS Library
Vernonia Grange 3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., Grange Hall
Vernonia Health Center 2nd Monday 6:00 p.m., 510 Bridge St.
Vernonia Learning Center 1st & Last Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., VLC
Vernonia Parks Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
Vernonia Planning Comm. 1st & 3rd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Pride 3rd Thursday 1:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Ridge Riders Last Thursday 7:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia RFPD Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia School Board 2nd Thursday 6:00 p.m., District Office
Vernonia Sr. Center Board 2nd Friday 1:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vern. Volunteer Ambulance Assoc. 1st Thursday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia Volunteer Firefighters 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
WOEC Directors 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., WOEC

MIST-BIRKENFELD
M-BRFPD Board Business Mtg. 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-BRFPD Board Workshop 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Ambulance Drill 1st & 2nd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Fire Drill 1st & 2nd Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Helping Circle 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B SAR Drill 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Volunteer Assoc. 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Natal Grange 2nd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Natal Grange Hall 
T.O.P.S. Mondays 6:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Upr Nehalem Watershed Council For date call 429-2401 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station

BANKS
Alcoholics Anonymous Fridays 7:00 p.m., Methodist Church
Alcoholics Anonymous Wednesdays 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
American Legion Post #90 2nd Tuesdays 7:30 p.m., Main Street Post
Banks City Council 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m., City Hall
Banks Fire District #13 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Station 13
Banks Planning Commission Last Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Banks School Board 2nd Monday 7:30 p.m., Jr. High Library
Banks Youth Group Sundays, Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., UMC Youth Bldg.
Chamber of Commerce 1st Thursday 12:30 p.m., Fire District Office
CPO 14    3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Friends of the Library 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., Brown Derby
Sunset Park Assoc. 3rd Wednesday 8:00 p.m., Gun Club
T.O.P.S. Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Administration Bldg. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY (All meet in St. Helens unless otherwise noted.)
Board of Commissioners Wednesdays 10 a.m., Courthouse
Citizens for Senior Justice 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Sunset Park Church
Columbia Soil & Water District 3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., NRCS , 2514 Sykes
County Fair Board 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fairgrounds 4-H Bldg.
County Parks Commission 3rd Monday 6:00 p.m., 1054 Oregon St. 
Mental Health Advisory Comm. 3rd Tuesday 10 a.m., 2nd Floor, Courthouse
Comm. on Children & Families 3rd Thursday 5:30 p.m. OSU Ext., 550 N. Hwy. 30
Local Alcohol & Drug Plann. Comm. 2nd Tuesday 3:00 p.m., 2nd Floor, Courthouse

Community Calendar

Organizations and meeting dates not listed may be included by calling 429-9410  or by mail to 

The INDEPENDENT, 725 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064.
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MARCH 2007

Mayor, councilor chided for interrupting Restoration projects will continue

Public welcome to

tour UNWC projects
Tours of UNWC projects

can be arranged by contact-

ing Coordinator Maggie Pey-

ton at 503-429-2401 or by

email at info@nehalem.org.

More information on the Up-

per Nehalem Watershed

Council is available on the

web: www.Nehalem.org


