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COUNCIL CANDIDATES 

(2 positions open)

Brett Costley

Brett Costley, 38, and his

wife, Penny, came to Vernonia

eight-and-a-half years ago from

Houston, Texas. He grew up in

Georgia, graduated from high

school in Covington, then

earned bachelor’s and master’s

degrees in electrical engineer-

ing from Georgia Tech. He has

been employed at Intel for the

past nine years. 

Costley first served on the

Vernonia Planning Commis-

sion, and has been on the

council for the past six years,

initially by appointment to a va-

cancy, then by election. He has

also participated in the Ford

Family Foundation leadership

training classes.

He is seeking reelection, he

said, because a good council

needs continuity and he feels

the current council is up to

speed on most issues. Costley

says that his only agenda is to

do what’s right for Vernonia.

The people, the environment

and the parks are the city’s

greatest assets, he said, along

with geography that is in prox-

imity with urban areas while

maintaining a remote feeling.

Challenges to the city include

the wastewater system, devel-

oping a vision for Vernonia’s fu-

ture, and learning how to best

utilize the new state park, with

or without any problems it may

bring.

Vernonia has a great oppor-

tunity in the old mill site, he

said, and needs to develop a

master plan that has communi-

ty acceptance. To accomplish

that, Costley said, the city must

supply staff time, planning and

legal services; the community

must be involved and the coun-

cil is needed for implementa-

tion.

Shirlee Daughtry

Shirlee Daughtry, 71, is a na-

tive Vernonian. After graduating

from VHS, she worked in local

restaurants, then went to work

at Tektronix for 30 years, fol-

lowed by nine years at Hank’s

Garden Center. She’s not quite

retired, though, and contracts

with the city for part-time janito-

rial work at City Hall. 

After two years on the city

planning commission, Daughtry

was elected to two full terms on

the council. She has also been

involved with the parks commit-

tee and was the driving force in

the reconstruction of the Scout

Cabin. Daughtry is seeking a

third term because she feels

she has acquired both knowl-

edge and the ability to look at

the big picture for the communi-

ty she cares about.

Vernonia’s parks, which

draw people here, are the city’s

greatest asset, she said. The

wastewater project – coordinat-

ing needs and costs – is the

greatest challenge.

In the future, Daughtry wants

the mill site to include an inter-

pretive center built in the shape

of the old wigwam burner. A

skills park would also benefit

the community, she said, as an

attraction to bring people here.

She is positive about being

able to afford these projects

through fund raising and

grants, pointing to the example

set by reconstruction of the

Scout Cabin. 
Editor’s note: As a contract

employee for the city, Daughtry
does not vote on topics that
may constitute a conflict of in-
terest.
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VERNONIA
Al-Anon Fridays 7:00 p.m. Grange Hall
Alcoholics Anonymous Mondays 6:30 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
Alcoholics Anonymous Saturdays 7:00 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
American Legion Post #119 2nd Thursday 627 Adams Avenue
Arts & Crafts Society 2nd Thursday 2:00 p.m., City Library
Booster Club 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., VHS Library
Boy Scout Troop 201 Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., Scout Cabin
Boy Scout Troop 860 Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., LDS Church
Cemetery Beautification Comm. 2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m., Leonetti’s Grill
CERT 4th Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-6033
Chamber of Commerce 2nd Wednesday For Info Call 503-429-6081
Community Coalition 2nd Monday 12:30 p.m. School District Ofc.
Cub Scout Pack 201 Scout Cabin For Info Call 503-429-8133
Friends of the Library 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Vernonia Library 
Hands On Art Committee 1st & 3rd Thursdays 4:00 p.m., City Hall 
Izaak Walton League 3rd Thursday For location call 503-429-7193 
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 p.m., Buckhorn Restaurant 
Nehalem Valley Car Club For Info Call 503-429-4074
Pioneer Museum For Info Call 503-429-3713
Preschool Story Hour Mondays 10:30 a.m., City Library
Public Works Committee 2nd & 4th Wednesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Upper Nehalem C.P.A.C. 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Venturing Crew 201 1st & 3rd Thursdays 5:30 p.m., Buckhorn Restaurant
Vernonia Cares Directors For Info call 503-429-1414
Vernonia City Council 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Community PTA 3rd Thursday 7:00 p.m., WGS Library
Vernonia Grange 3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., Grange Hall
Vernonia Health Center 2nd Monday 6:00 p.m., 510 Bridge St.
Vernonia Learning Center 1st & Last Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Parks Committee 3rd Tuesday 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
Vernonia Planning Comm. 1st & 3rd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Pride 3rd Thursday 1:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Ridge Riders Last Thursday 7:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia RFPD Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia School Board 2nd Thursday 6:00 p.m., District Office
Vernonia Sr. Center Board 2nd Friday 1:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vern. Volunteer Ambulance Assoc. 1st Thursday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia Volunteer Firefighters 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
WOEC Directors 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., WOEC

MIST-BIRKENFELD
M-BRFPD Board Business Mtg. 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-BRFPD Board Workshop 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Ambulance Drill 1st & 2nd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Fire Drill 1st & 2nd Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Helping Circle 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B SAR Drill 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Volunteer Assoc. 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Natal Grange 2nd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Natal Grange Hall 
T.O.P.S. Mondays 6:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Upr Nehalem Watershed Council For date call 429-2401 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station

BANKS
Alcoholics Anonymous Fridays 7:00 p.m., Methodist Church
Alcoholics Anonymous Wednesdays 7:30 p.m., Methodist Church
American Legion Post #90 2nd Tuesdays 7:30 p.m., Main Street Post
Banks City Council 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m., City Hall
Banks Fire District #13 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Station 13
Banks Planning Commission Last Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Banks School Board 2nd Monday 7:30 p.m., Jr. High Library
Banks Youth Group Sundays, Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., UMC Youth Bldg.
Chamber of Commerce 1st Thursday 12:30 p.m., Fire District Office
CPO 14    3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Friends of the Library 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., Brown Derby
Sunset Park Assoc. 3rd Wednesday 8:00 p.m., Gun Club
T.O.P.S. Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Administration Bldg. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY (All meet in St. Helens unless otherwise noted.)
Board of Commissioners Wednesdays 10 a.m., Courthouse
Citizens for Senior Justice 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Sunset Park Church
Columbia Soil & Water District 3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., NRCS , 2514 Sykes
County Fair Board 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fairgrounds 4-H Bldg.
County Parks Commission 3rd Monday 6:00 p.m., 1054 Oregon St. 
Mental Health Advisory Comm. 3rd Tuesday 10 a.m., 2nd Floor, Courthouse
Comm. on Children & Families 3rd Thursday 5:30 p.m. OSU Ext., 550 N. Hwy. 30
Local Alcohol & Drug Plann. Comm. 2nd Tuesday 3:00 p.m., 2nd Floor, Courthouse

Community Calendar

Organizations and meeting dates not listed may be included by calling 429-9410  or by mail to 

The INDEPENDENT, 725 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064.
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DECEMBER 2006

Four candidates drawn to race for two positions on city council

MORE ON CANDIDATES

Candidates for Columbia

County Commissioner, State

Representatives for District

31 and 32, and State Senate

District 16 will be profiled in

the October 21 issue of The
INDEPENDENT.


