
Many people confuse the
term Early Literacy with images
of flash cards and phonics, ac-
cording to Stephanie Lind, Out-
reach Coordinator for the
Washington County Coopera-
tive Library Services (WCCLS).
This is one reason why County
libraries are helping to dispel
that notion with a series of free
classes for parents and child
care providers. What children

know about reading and writing
before they actually read and
write is the core concept behind
Early Literacy – it is not teach-
ing babies to read.

Through library-based class-
es participants learn that early
literacy really means building a
foundation of language – vo-
cabulary, familiarity with letters,
and sounds. These concepts
prepare children for learning to

read and write. In addition to of-
fering classes,

An explosion of learning
happens in a child’s first five
years of life. Young children
have been described as learn-
ing sponges during this period,
ready to absorb language. Re-
search indicates that early liter-
acy skills have a long term im-
pact on a child’s learning ability.

Children who do not learn to
read by fourth grade are more
likely to become involved in at-
risk behaviors – dropping out of
school, juvenile crime, alco-
hol/drug use, and teen preg-
nancy. Preparing children for
school readiness is a compre-
hensive task and the Coopera-
tive Library Services plays an
integral role in the community
support network. Libraries
maintain partnerships with the
Washington County Commis-

sion on Children and Families
school readiness initiative,
work with Head Start programs,
provide services to the Com-
munity Action Organization
Child Care Resource and Re-
ferral, and more.

Reading is a gateway skill
that makes all other learning
possible. Books, reading, talk-
ing, singing, and playing with
language are elemental build-
ing blocks for developing a
child’s capacity to learn – set-
ting the stage for future learn-
ing. Parents and child care
providers interested in learning
more about early literacy re-
sources available through their
local libraries are asked to con-
tact Lind to place their name on
the list for notification about up-
coming classes (503-466-1894
or stephaniel@wccls.lib.or.us).
Child care providers may earn

continuing education credit for
state certification. Classes are
offered in both English and
Spanish.

Washington County Cooper-
ative Library Services (WC-
CLS) includes Banks Public Li-
brary, Beaverton City Library,
Cedar Mill Community Library,
Cornelius Public Library, Forest
Grove City Library, Garden
Home Community Library,
Hillsboro Public Libraries, Sher-
wood Public Library, Tigard
Public Library, Tualatin Public
Library, and West Slope Com-
munity Library. The Oregon
College of Art and Craft, and
Tuality Health Information Re-
source Center also make their
collections available. 

For more information, call
the Cooperative Library Ser-
vices at 503-846-3222.

At the first meeting of the

2006-2007 academic year, July

10, Banks School District

Board of Directors elected

Doug Nordholm board chair-

person. Angi Duyck was elect-

ed the vice-chairperson.

There were no action items,

discussion items or presentations.

Superintendent Marv Ott in-

troduced Simon Levear, who is

the district’s new business

manager.

The consent agenda was

approved and contained the

following staff changes:

Resignations:  Greg Rohde,

Secondary Science Teacher,

Luke Holscher, Junior High

PE/Health teacher, Darcy

Schray, 3rd grade teacher

Hiring:  Simon Levear, Busi-

ness Manager, Grant Zukowski,

high school technology teacher,

Bradley Dunn-Meier, secondary

science/math teacher.

Transfers:  Jacob Pence,

high school technology teacher

to junior high health/PE

teacher.

Retirement:  Linda Hedlund,

Payroll/accounts payable clerk.

The board will not meet in

August. The next meeting will

be September 11, with a work

session starting at 5:30 p.m. in

the conference room and the

board meeting at 7:00 p.m. in

the district board room.
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PRECISION OUTDOOR 

POWER EQUIPMENT

• Mon - Fri  8am to 6pm 
• Saturday  8am to 5pm 

• Sunday 10am to 4pm 

Banks Hardware
503-324-5221 • 150 N. Main Street, Banks

MS250
$31995

MS290

Now features Easy2Start™ system, ElastoStart™

handle, purge pump primer, and STIHL Chain

Adjuster as standard equipment.

STIHL Farm Boss®. with side-access chain tensioner,

IntelliCarb™ compensating carburetor, built-in winter-summer

shutter, toolless filler caps, and anti-vibration system.

$33995

SUNSET
LAUNDRY
Wash…$1.00
Dry…25¢

180 S. Main St.
Banks, Oregon

STRASSEL’S AUTO REPAIR

& HYDRAULIC HOSES

2-4-6 SPIRAL WIRE

FLANGE HEAD • SUCTION HOSES

ADAPTORS - 3/16” TO 2” 

BULK OIL PRODUCTS

276 SUNSET, BANKS

503-324-9808

Ye Olde
Dingheiser
Pub & Restaurant

VISA - MC - ATM Access

COCKTAILS • BEER • WINE
FOOD, KEGS & ICE TO GO

Lunch & Dinner
Served Daily
11:00 am – Closing

All Lottery Games
CLOSED MONDAYS

47100 NW Sunset Hwy.
Manning • 324-4848

BINGO
SUNDAYS 5-8 PM

CASH PRIZES!!

1/2 BBQ Chicken Dinner...................$6.00
Beef Rib Dinner (1/2 Rack)...............$6.00
Pork Rib Dinner (1/3 Rack)..............$8.00
1/2 BBQ Chicken..............................$5.00
1/2 Beef Ribs...................................$5.00
Full Rack Beef Ribs........................$10.00
1/3 Pork Ribs...................................$7.00
Full Rack Pork Ribs........................$21.00

Dinners include: Potato Salad, BBQ Baked

Beans & a Dinner Roll.

660 So. Main, Banks  •  503-324-2171

Jim’s  Famous  Bar  -B-Que
11a.m -  6  p .m.

Fridays  & Saturdays

Brief meeting handles Banks School Board business 

Washington County libraries play important role in early literacy


