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47J board approves phone survey

The Vernonia School District
47J Board Meeting of June 5
started with Amy Donaldson
telling the board that she had
been dismissed as a school
volunteer and asking to be rein-
stated. The board does not
take action on issues raised
during the public comment por-
tion of the agenda, so no action
was taken on this comment.

Ted Aubin was awarded an
extra duty contract to be head
coach for boys’ basketball. Dan
Utter was hired to teach high
school social studies and was
awarded an extra duty contract
as head coach for girls’ basket-
ball. A contract was approved
for Robert |zzett to teach mid-
dle and high school band and
electives. The resignation of el-

ementary PE teacher Jeff
Ridgeway was accepted.

New textbooks for art and
music were adopted.

Oregon Realty was awarded
a contract as listing agent to
handle the sale of Lincoln
Grade School and the sur-
rounding property.

C. Keith Schaber and Asso-
ciates was appointed as Pro-
ject Manager for the high
school roof upgrade. Schaber
had consulted for the district
and advised Interim Superin-
tendent Al Davidian that the
roof does not need replace-
ment but does need flashing re-
placed and that a product can
be applied that will extend the
roof’s life another 10 years for
much less money than a new
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roof.

The board approved (with
Tim Titus abstaining) a phone
survey of 30 questions that the
Long Range Planning Commit-
tee recommended. This will
give the board information on
the views of the community to-
wards a bond measure to fund
construction of a new school to
replace Washington Grade
School, plus additions to the
high school.

Davidian recommended to
the board that classes continue
at Mist Grade School through
next year and that the board
use next year to review future
use of Mist Grade School.

In other business; the board
approved twenty-three policy
updates.

Right, Washington pygmy
rabbit at Oregon Zoo — a suc-
cess story.

In recent weeks, 17 Wash-
ington pygmy rabbits have
been born at the Oregon Zoo,
and another 50 are expected
by the end of summer — a re-
markable development in the
story of a subspecies at the
brink of extinction.

Just a few years ago, only
40 pygmy rabbits remained in
the entire state of Washington.
Now this critically endangered
rabbit appears poised to make
a comeback. This fall, the zoo,
in conjunction with its conser-
vation partners, will release
pygmy rabbits back into the
wild for the first time.

“This tiny rabbit is a big suc-
cess story,” says Tony Vecchio,
zoo director. “Collaborating
with the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife,
Washington State University
and Northwest Trek, we’ve
worked tirelessly to help save
Washington’s endangered
pygmy rabbits from certain ex-
tinction. Releasing rabbits back
into eastern Washington this
fall is a monumental mile-
stone.”

Idaho pygmy rabbits arrived
at the Oregon Zoo in December
2000. Zoo staff constructed be-
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hind-the-scenes habitats full of
loose soil, with tubes to serve
as hiding places for the reclu-
sive rabbits. They also con-
structed nest boxes fitted with
infrared video cameras to mon-
itor the rabbits’ behavior. Using
video recorders, scientists
studied their activity patterns
exhaustively, learning the sub-
tle behavioral nuances of the
smallest rabbit in North Ameri-
ca.

In 2001, the research paid
off, as the Oregon Zoo became
the first zoo in the world to suc-
cessfully breed Idaho pygmy
rabbits. Thereafter, the zoo
bred the rare Washington
pygmy rabbit.

With breeding protocols es-
tablished, the zoo shared its re-
search with the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW). The protocols helped
WDFW develop its pygmy rab-
bit breeding facility at Washing-
ton State University in Pullman.

“In the past, zoos have
spread their conservation ef-
forts all over the world, particu-
larly in tropical areas,” says
Vecchio. “While these efforts
have been extremely impor-
tant, there has been a tenden-
cy to ignore our own back-
yards. At the Oregon Zoo, we
feel that efforts in our own re-
gion will prove to be the most
effective way to engage our vis-
itors and constituents in con-
servation actions.”

Todav the Oreaon Zoo is

Pygmy rabbits rebou at Oregon Zoo

home to two full-blooded
Washington pygmy rabbits:
Lolo, a male, and Bryn, a fe-
male. In collaboration with
WDFW, the zoo has crossbred
Washington rabbits with Idaho
rabbits to help strengthen ge-
netic diversity. The zoo hopes
to maintain a bloodline of 75
percent Washington and 25
percent Idaho.

Pygmy rabbits are the only
North American rabbits that dig
burrows and reside in a sage-
brush habitat. (Jackrabbits,
which also reside in sagebrush
communities, are actually
hares, not rabbits.) In the wild,
pygmy rabbits eat sagebrush
almost exclusively in the winter;
in the summer they eat a more
varied diet. They have four lit-
ters of approximately two to six
young during the spring and
summer breeding seasons.
Outside of captive breeding
programs, their numbers have
decreased steadily, primarily
due to habitat loss through agri-
cultural development and wild-
fires.

General admission is $9.50
(12-64), seniors $8 (65+), chil-
dren $6.50 (3-11), and children
under 2 are free. The zoo is
open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and is lo-
cated just off Highway 26 and is
also accessible by MAX light
rail line. A parking fee of $1 per
car is also required. Additional
information is available at ww
w.oregonzoo.org or by calling
503-226-1561



