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OSP says “Leave wild ones alone” Bits & Bites
The O regon S ta te  P o lice  

Fish and W ild life D ivision in St. 
H e lens recen tly  rece ived  a 
te lephone call from  a w ell-in ­
tentioned citizen reporting that 
she was at a local police de ­
partm ent w ith an abandoned 
deer fawn in her vehicle.

Each year, the O regon State 
Police respond to m any calls of 
th is nature. During May, deer 
faw ns are being born, as well 
as m ost o ther w ild life that m ay 
be encountered in C olum bia 
County. Deer, it seem s, are es­
pec ia lly  vu ln e ra b le  to  be ing 
found and “rescued” by kind- 
hearted people w ho just want 
to help.

Unfortunately, picking up a 
fawn at th is time of year will do 
more harm than good and is a 
violation of Oregon law. For the 
first few months of their lives, 
deer faw ns’ best defense is to 
stay very still and “hide” from 
any threat or danger. The doe is 
usually close by, and there is lit­
tle doubt that the doe is watching 
the person approaching. The 
fawn has not been abandoned

Deer mice are common in Columbia 
County and hantavirus is a concern

The 1993 H antavirus o u t­
break in the Southw estern U.S. 
focused attention on the role of 
deer m ice in spreading the d is ­
ease. Hantavirus causes a flu ­
like illness which progresses to 
severe lung edem a. W hen the 
disease w as still unknown, up­
wards of 60 percent of those in­
fected died. W ith im proved d i­
agnostics and better supportive 
care, the rate has dropped to 
about 40 percent.

C ases have now been con ­
firm ed from  about 30 states, in­
c lud ing  O regon, W ash ing ton  
and California. M ost of the O re­
gon cases (5) have com e from  
Central O regon but one w as in 
W ashington County. There w as 
at least one case in the Castle 
Rock/Toledo area of W ashing­
ton.

The prim ary reservoir for the 
v irus seem s to be the deer 
m ouse. R odents are natura l 
hosts for all known types of 
H antaviruses around the world. 
Hum ans are infected from  ex­
posure  to rodent dropp ings, 
urine or saliva that contain the 
virus. Person to person trans­
m ission has not been dem on­
strated in the United States.

and, if left alone, the doe will 
soon return to take care of it. 
“Rescuing” the fawn by humans, 
results in little or no possibility of 
reuniting the two and the fawn 
may be forced to live its life in a 
zoo or other facility.

Do not d isturb baby anim als 
tha t you may find, as the m oth­
er w ill m ost probably return as 
soon as you leave. Rem oving 
these anim als from  the w ild is a 
C lass A M isdem eanor crim e 
w ith a possible fine of $5,000 
and a year in the County Jail.

If you find an anim al tha t re­
ally concerns you, leave it and 
notify the O regon State Police 
-  St. Helens w orksite  at 503- 
397-0325 or through our 24- 
hour Northern Com m and C en­
te r at 503-397-3131.

H an tav irus  in fec tion  ra tes 
am ong deer m ice vary w idely 
by both geography and year. 
The Southw est seem s to have 
a much higher base rate o f in­
fection in the ir deer m ice popu­
lations. It is a lso c lear tha t large 
increases in deer m ice popula­
tions in any locality can trigger 
increases in the Hantavirus in­
fection.

D eer m ice are ex trem e ly  
com m on in C olum bia County. 
In rural areas, they are more 
com m on than the European 
house mouse. They are d is tin ­
gu ished from  other species by 
the ir white underbelly fur.

D eer m ice are ge n e ra lly  
nocturnal. The ir nests m ay be 
found in trees, autos, garages 
and houses. They eat grains, 
berries, seeds, fungi and in­
sects. Deer m ice are part of the 
food base fo r ca rn ivo re s , 
snakes and birds.

Hantavirus incidents in the 
Pacific Northwest re inforce the 
notion that rodents do n ’t belong 
in our houses. If you have ro­
dents, you should rem ove the 
three th ings necessary for the ir 
surviva l: food, w ater and shel­
ter. C lean up sp illed  foods,

By Jacqueline Ramsay
A h , 

Spring. I 
f i n a l l y  
go t in to 
t h e 
w e e d  
patch of 
f lo w e rs . 
I th ink I’ll 
let it all

go to m oss and grass this fall.
How m any of you watched 

Anim al P lanets 40 Most Fa­
m ous Anim als on M ay 15? Bull- 
w inkle is still in the top 20 -  
Kerm it the frog was #2, Lassie 
is still the #1 choice. Country 
M usic Awards were interesting, 
Top Song “Live Like You W ere 
Dving.” Top Duo, still on top,

keep dishes clean and place 
garbage in a can w ith a tigh t-fit­
ting lid every evening. Do not 
leave pet food out. Feed your 
pet and rem ove the rem aining 
food after th irty m inutes.

Survey your house to locate 
m eans of entry. All openings 
should be tightly screened or 
blocked.

To rem ove an existing in fes­
tation, trap as needed. Deer 
m ice are not trap shy like rats 
qu ickly become. Poison baits 
m ay be needed in som e s itua­
tions but be very careful in the ir 
use.

Most serious exposure is to 
people living in areas w ith large 
active deer m ice infestations. 
Caution is needed when c lean­
ing ; com ing  in con tac t w ith  
m ouse d ropp ings  or m ouse 
urine (even dried) can increase 
the risk of infection. Current 
recom m endations are to wet- 
m op areas w ith a dilute bleach 
solution ra ther than using a 
vacuum  cleaner. Putting the 
v irus airborne and then inhaling 
it is not good.

For more inform ation, go to 
http://w w w .dhs.state.or.us/publi 
chealth/acd/hanta/index.cfm .

Brooks & Dunn. Enterta iner of 
the year, Kenny Chesney.

A personal observation -  the 
chances of me ever seeing a 
new Senior C enter built any 
place in Vernonia is getting 
dim m er and dimm er. The flood 
was in ‘96 and we still d o n ’t 
have all con ce rn ed  on the 
same page, nor the ducks in a 
row.

W hile I’m at it, if my com ­
m ent in the May 19 issue of­
fended the seniors, I apologize.
I was not putting the seniors 
down nor a ttack ing  anyone. 
The day the paint w ent on, be­
fore it was dry, I received phone 
calls wanting to know “w hat are 
you Seniors th ink ing?” I d id n ’t 
know until Sunday w hat they 
were talking about, until I saw  it 
m yse lf! Peace? D iss iden ts  
have the right to a vo ice also.

I see the highw ay crew  (one 
of them ) is back in tow n -  I’ve 
never seen dits, do ts and dash­
es put down like this, before the
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crew s jus t painted, but I am 
waiting w ith bated breathe for 
the B ridge/Rose lines to be fi­
nalized.

I fina lly go t over to the Lake 
to  view the lights, 10:00 p.m ., 
65°, s light breeze rustling the 
trees. The bull frog was singing 
to his lady love and a few  birds 
w ere chirping. I sat and rem i­
nisced on the play at W GS, The 
M usic Man. It was well worth 
the time. The kids w ere great. 
Solos very well done and on 
key. C ongra tu la tions to  all, th is 
includes the teachers and back 
stage crew.

O ne m ore th ing. Does your 
ca t qualify  as a b lockhead? 
M ine does -  He cam e in the 
o p en  back door, w a lked  
th roug h  the  house and sa t 
down in fron t o f the c losed door 
and m ewed until I cam e and 
opened the door and screen so 
he could go outside. This is a 
da ily th ing w ith him.
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