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a a break at Breaktime
W|th fun for the whole famlly

Lisa and Ben Edgar are ready for fun in their new Breaktime
family recreation center.

A new family entertainment
center called Breaktime is now
open in Vernonia. Ben and Lisa
Edgar, owners of Creatures and
the Menagerie, are now offering
a whole new range of services
with this venture.

The list of activities available
is extensive. There are great
eats, with Tillamook Ice Cream,
BJ's Gourmet Coffee, popcorn,
nachos, plus Kosher and all beef
hot dogs and sausages. There
are table games, including pool,
air hockey and foosball, along
with board games, puzzles and
more. Pool tournaments have
already been held and will be
again.

The Edgars hope many will
enjoy one of the main attractions
— a stage available to all, with
an open mic and a 1,000 watt
amplifier for those who like to
entertain. Organized music
groups, comedians, any and all
talents can be shared with the
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commodations and restau-
rants. He also talked about
ways to improve the city and
chamber of commerce web
sites and to get Vernonia into
other destination web sites so
more people can find the city
online.

The presentation was a sim-
plified version of the complete
report, which will be written
and sent to the city in about 30
days. Overall, the team indicat-
ed that Vernonia was ahead of
many towns they visit in the
area of infrastructure, with
good roads, streets and street
scaping.

community on this stage. In ad-
dition, they have a Karaoke sys-
tem for singers and plan to hold
a ‘Battle of the Bands’ (if inter-
ested, let them know).

There are also other small
businesses tucked into the cor-
ners at the Breaktime. The
Menagerie and Toy Box are
there, along with Sew Simple
(for all your sewing needs) and
Schilling’s List Book Store. The
space may be used for birthdays
or other special occasions.

Breaktime is located at 736
Bridge St., Vernonia, and is
open 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Monday through Thursday,
10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Friday
and Saturday and closed Sun-
day (Private parties may reserve
the space Sundays.). For more
information, call 503-429-7208.

Whether you are interested in
sitting in a quiet place and read-
ing a good book while sipping a
great cup of coffee, or if you
want to stand up on stage and
yodel, Breaktime is the place for
all sorts of entertainment. Check
them out soon.

Bankruptcy

The laws are changing

Get yours done hefore it’s too late
Fees Starting at $499

ireland at Law
503-324-1500

Members of any Chamber of
Commerce in Columbia County
can take advantage of training
classes sponsored by the St.
Helens — Scappoose Chamber
of Commerce. The classes are
subsidized by a grant from the
Governor’s Workforce Devel-
opment Initiative, allowing low
fees for chamber members.

Classes on May 24 and 26
will include Microsoft Word and

FSA loans can

help farmers

The Washington/Columbia
County Farm Service Agency
(FSA) has loan funds available
to help qualified women and
minorities buy and operate
family-sized farms. FSA re-
serves a portion of it loan guar-
antee funds to assist socially
disadvantaged applicants.

Applicants must have partic-
ipated in the business opera-
tion of a farm or ranch for at
least three years.

For applicants who have at
least one year’s experience in
managing or operating a farm
or ranch, funds are available to
help with the purchase of live-
stock, machinery and equip-
ment, as well as annual pro-
duction expenses.

Applications for all FSA di-
rect loan programs are made
through FSA's local offices, list-
ed in telephone directories un-
der “United States Govern-
ment, Department of Agricul-
ture.” Guaranteed loan applica-
tions are made with the lender.
In cases where a lender is not
known, local office personnel
will assist the applicant.

Further information can be
found on the website at
<www.fsa.usda.gov>.

Classes for Chamber member businesses

Excel. They will cover basic to
intermediate skill levels to in-
crease the bottom line of busi-
nesses that participate. Nor-
mally $130 classes, the fee for
chamber members is just $30,
with the grant paying the re-
maining $100.

Customer Service Training
will be offered May 19. This
training was developed by
Travel Oregon (formerly the
Oregon Tourism Commission)
and Chemeketa Community
College. The fee is $25 and
participants may earn continu-
ing education credit at the col-
lege level, as well. This training
teaches great customer service
to employees to keep cus-
tomers returning time and time

Come and learn practical

Open to the public
Everyone is invited to attend...
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Free ldentity
Theft Seminar

Presented by Randy Culver, Director of the Learning
Resource Center, Clatsop Community College

ASTORIA BRANCH
6:30pm * Tuesday, May 10

CLATSKANIE BRANCH
6:30pm * Tuesday, May 17
ST. HELENS BRANCH
7:00pm ¢ Thursday, May 19

VERNONIA BRANCH |
7:00pm ¢ Tuesday, May 24

again.

To qualify for these training
opportunities, the participating
business must be a Chamber
member, have one or more em-
ployees, and fall into one of the
following targeted industries —
health care, tourism, technolo-
gy, financial institutions, trades
and agriculture/forestry. Busi-
nesses that are not currently
chamber members may qualify
simply by joining their area
Chamber of Commerce.

For further information, con-
tact the St. Helens-Scappoose
Chamber of Commerce at 503-
397-0685. Class sizes are limit-
ed so register early, online at
<www.shschamber.org> or by
calling 503-397-0685.
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tips on how to prevent
identity theft.

Seminar is Free, but seating is limited.
Call and reserve your place today!
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Your hometown financial solution
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