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Wu: Loss of federal surplus was a tragedy

From page 3

Power charge market rates
was called “unconscionable” by
a citizen, Wu responded that
“Every member of the North-
west delegation will throw our-
selves on the track to prevent
this!” He also noted that a larg-
er problem would be losing ac-
cess to U.S. Treasury loans
and having to finance improve-
ments through commercial
loans.

One of the tragedies of our
time, Wu said, was the loss of a
federal surplus created during
the Clinton administration.
“Never doubt that elections
make a difference,” he said.

He pointed out that the fed-
eral COPS program, which
placed many officers on the
street, is slated for a 96 percent
cut in Bush’s budget—in spite
of a major increase in meth-re-
lated crimes.

Cuts in education funding
are being discussed at levels
from 38 to 58 percent and will
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affect all levels, from preschool
through college.

Only half of the federal
budget is available for Con-
gress to make adjustments, Wu
explained, as the remaining
half is entitlement programs
such as Social Security and
Medicare. Since the military
budget uses about half of the
remainder, and the President
wants to increase it, only about
one-quarter of the entire feder-
al budget is available for adjust-
ments.

Thousands of jobs could be
created, Wu said, if the admin-
istration would release money
from the Highway Trust Fund,
but it won't because that helps
make the deficit look smaller.

Wu said that he voted
against the war in Iraq because
he felt that the country needed
to finish work in Afghanistan
and pursue the 9/11 terrorists.
Noting that Congress support-
ed the war after being told that
Iraq had weapons of mass de-
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struction, he asked where the
WMDs were now. Answering
his own question, he said em-
phatically, they are in Korea
and the U.S. is unable to ad-
dress this problem because of
our commitment in Iraq.

Wu said he supported the
Medicare drug bill, even though
he agreed that it was not a
good bill, because he felt it was
an opportunity to start making
changes. “Did | kiss a pig with
lipstick? (in voting for the bill)
Yes, because | think we can im-
prove it.” He supports reimpor-
tation of prescription drugs.

Wu's biggest applause at the
high school came in his re-
sponse to a question, that the
“CIM and CAM are unneces-
sary innovations and a frigging
waste of time.” However, he
told students, schools need
more seat time and a lot more
homework. Compared to other
industrial countries, he said,
the U.S. has about two-thirds
less classroom time. “This
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Rep. David Wu was relaxed and thoughtful while answering
questions for a nearly full house in the Scout Cabin.

world will go to the smart and
the hardworking,” he said, and
China and Europe are poised
to take advantage of this situa-
tion. He urged students to
make difficult decisions and
pursue academic excellence,
instead of hanging out with
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friends or watching TV.

When Wu's staff attempted
to move him along to his next
appointment, the congressman
said of the high school crowd, “I
don’t know if | have ever been
with a crowd this large that was
this engaged.”
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