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Candy Canes
and Christmas

Stick candy has been eaten
for centuries, but it wasn’t until
around 1900 that it was deco-
rated with red stripes and bent
into the shape of a cane. They
were sometimes handed out
during church services to keep
the children quiet. One story —
untrue but often told — about
the origin of the candy cane is
as follows:

In the late 1800s a candy
maker wanted to express the
meaning of Christmas through
a symbol made of candy. He
came up with the idea of bend-
ing one of his white candy
sticks into the shape of a cane
and incorporated symbols of
Christ’'s love and sacrifice
through the Candy Cane. First,
he used a plain white pepper-
mint stick. The color white to
symbolize the purity and sin-
less nature of Jesus. Next, he
added three small stripes to
symbolize the pain inflicted
upon Jesus before His death
on the cross. There are three
of them to represent the Holy
Trinity. When looked at with the
crook on top, it looks like a
shepherd’s staff. If you turn it
upside down, it becomes the
letter J, the first letter in Jesus’
name. The candy canes were
made for Christmas, so every-
one would remember what
Christmas is all about.

The decorations on Vernonia‘s community Christmas tree were made by local children.
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Wishingyou Happiness and Joy

Join Us to
Ring in the

During the Holiday Season
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We will be closed December 22-28 « Closed New Year’s Day

Banquet Room ¢ Catering

934 Bridge Street, Vernonia * 503 429-3751

Tree lighting starts the festivities

A happy throng gathered December 4 to celebrate the
start of the Christmas season in Vernonia. Following
the lighting of the community tree on the City Hall lawn,
the crowd sang Christmas carols and enjoyed candy
canes and hot apple cider while they waited for the
start of the lighted truck parade.
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