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Letters
Thanks to citizens and 
good wishes to future
To the Editor:

I would like to thank the VOT­
ING citizens of Vernonia for allow­
ing me to serve our fine city these 
past four years as a city councilor.

It was an exciting and fulfilling ex­
perience. And yes, (to be honest), 
on rare occasions a bit boring. But 
the efforts put forth, and accom­
plishments that were realized by 
the city staff and my fellow coun­
cilors, for the good of Vernonia, 
brightly illuminates in my memory 
the exciting times, more than any­
thing else.

I know that the folks who remain 
on the council, and the new people 
that are coming on board will con­
tinue to put forth their best efforts to 
face the exciting challenges, and

Between the Bookends
By Nancy Burch, Librarian 
Vernonia Public Library

O ur com m unity has lost 
a n o th e r o f its  ha rdest- 
w ork ing and m ost-loved 
c itizens , Enid Parrow. 
Enid was active ly involved 
in m any efforts to make 
Vernonia a better place to 
live and to preserve its 
past. We would like to ex­
tend our condolences to

her fam ily and to let them  know that a m em oria l 
fund w ith The Friends o f the Library has been 
established in her memory. Books purchased 
from th is fund to date include: Columbia County 
Neighborhood Cookbook, Savor Oregon Cookbook, 
The Oregon Trail— A Photographic Journey, The Old 
Farmer's 2005 Almanac, and Scenic Driving Oregon. 
The last m entioned of these includes a loop 
through Sherm an C ounty w ith an article about 
Dufur and its log cabin m useum , its Balch Hotel 
and C ity Park. W e will not forget Enid w ith her 
sense of humor, her w illingness to  help and, 
hopefully, som eone will carry on her tradition o f 
bringing brownies as refreshm ents fo r attendees 
to en joy at library program s.

For those lucky enough to have been at the 
last C hautauqua program  and heard Jeni Foster 
sing and relate the plight o f Irish em igrants, 
thanks fo r attending and w asn ’t it great! Two of 
the books, The Famine Ships: The Irish Exodus to 
America and Out o f  Ireland: the Story o f Irish Emigra­
tion to America, that Ms. Foster recom m ended 
have been added to the lib ra ry ’s collection.

My recom m endations fo r the m onth are by 
authors Chris Bojhalian and Justin Cronin. Bo- 
jha lian chooses controversia l top ics such as ho­
listic m edicine, w ater w itching, m idwifery, and in 
his latest o ffe ring—anim al rights and gun con­
trol. Before You Know Kindness begins w ith two 
EMTs leaning over an im al-rights activ ist Spencer 
M cC u llo ugh ’s gush ing  sho tgun w ound. The 
w eapon is owned by his brother-in-law  and has 
been fired by his 12-year-old daughter, Char-

lo tte -w h o  becom es the cen ter o f a ttention and 
m edia frenzy led by S pencer’s em ployer, FERAL 
(Federation for Anim al Liberation). This novel 
takes the reader through the ord inary days lead­
ing up the accident, and forw ard again as 
S pencer’s fam ily com e to  term s w ith the after- 
m ath o f the incident. Bohja lian is a g ifted author 
tha t I highly recom m end. C ron in ’s novel, The 
Summer Guest, is a w onderfu lly w ritten love story. 
It revolves around rich financier Harry W ain­
w right w ho has re turned to a M aine fishing cam p 
for one last day o f fishing before he dies o f te r­
m inal cancer. Cronin artfu lly  w eaves Joe and 
Lucy Crosby, the cam p ’s owners; the ir daughter 
Kate; and Jordan, the cam p ’s gu ide; into a com ­
plex web of fam ily dram a. The reader is led 
through W orld W ar I and V ietnam , w ith the story 
reaching its clim ax on a late sum m er day in 
1994. I tend to th ink that, in general, m ale au­
thors write a m ore believable, com plex love sto­
ry than wom en authors, with th is novel being an 
exam ple of that belief.

Once again in preparation for the ho liday sea­
son, a selection o f books will be ava ilab le fo r in­
dividuals to purchase as gifts fo r the library at 
20%  off o f the ir retail value. These books w ill be 
disp layed in the library through the m onth o f De­
cem ber and have been obta ined through the St. 
Helens Bookshop.

Attention Parents!
Tonight, Thursday, Novem ber 18th at 7:00 

p.m., you and your ch ildren are invited to  hear 
som e great bedtim e stories at the library. Dress 
in your pajam as and com e on down to en joy this 
tim e w ith Camrin Eyrick. (I heard she even made 
cookies last month.

Vernonia Public Library: 701 Weed Ave. 
Hours: Mon., Wed., F it 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 

Tues., Thur. 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Preschool Story Time: Mondays, 10:30 
a.m., when school is in session. 

Phone: (503 ) 429-1818

deal with the mundane aspects of 
helping to guide our wonderful city 
to a successful and secure future. I 
wish them all the very best.

Glen Purvee 
Vernonia

Remember our troops 
during the holidays
To the Editor,

The holiday season is rapidly 
failing upon us, and the hustle and 
bustle is about to start. I would like 
to take a moment to remind people 
to take some time to remember 
our service members. Whether 
they are serving here in the states 
or in another country, be it combat 
or non-combat, this time of year 
can be the loneliest.

I know from personal experi­
ence because I served one Christ­

mas on the East German border, 
and then the next Christmas in the 
Persian Gulf. These people need 
our support in any form we can 
give them. Remember, they are 
doing their jobs, they cannot “opt 
out” of a particular conflict or war 
because they may not agree with 
it. Simple things can be done to let 
them know we appreciate their 
sacrifices they are making to de­
fend our freedoms.

There are organizations we can 
donate money to for care pack­
ages and calling cards so they 
may call home. Many of us have 
friends/family members or know 
someone who has friends/family 
members serving. Ask them how 
we can help. It’s amazing how a 
simple letter saying “thanks” can 
help boost moral. If you meet 
someone who is home for the hol­

iday, shake their hand and tell 
them “thank you." This is the least 
we can do for our service mem­
bers who are giving selflessly of 
themselves. They deserve our re­
spect and support. Also, “thank” 
the family members for the sacri­
fices they have had to make.

Happy Holidays, and God 
Bless Our Troops.

Mike Orth 
Vernonia

Thanks for help with 
M-B Fall Festival
To the Editor:

W e would like to thank all of 
the m erchants and people that 
so generously donated to the 
M ist-B irkenfe ld Helping C ircle 
Fall Festival. We would like to 
thank everyone involved in the 
program . It was great.

W e would also like to thank 
everyone that partic ipated in 
our d inner in any way.

The auction was a wonderful 
success and we would like to 
thank all of you that partic ipat­
ed in any way.

It is a lways a great tim e to 
see and visit with our neighbors. 

Shirley Kyser, President
M ist-B irkenfeld  
Helping C ircle

Reason to appreciate 
caring community
To the Editor:

I’m not sure we a lw ays ap­
preciate w hat a wonderfu l com ­
m unity we live in. Th is is such a 
caring com m unity. W hen we 
lost Zack, it seem ed like every 
single person I ran into had 
known him in som e way. The 
caring and support shown by 
fam ily, friends and com m unity 
m em bers w as and is w onder­
ful. W hat is even m ore am azing 
is tha t people still know  tha t we 
are suffering his loss, and ask 
how we are doing, o r if there is 
anything that they can do.

To honor Z a ck ’s memory, we 
established the Zack Rum bolz 
M em orial Scholarship, a tax ex­
em pt organization. The scho l­
arship will be given th is  year to 
a m em ber o f the C lass of 2005, 
Z a ck ’s graduating  c lass. W e 
plan to continue w ith the scho l­
arship a fter that. To raise m on­
ey we have held alum ni vo lley­
ball gam es, a teen dance dur­
ing Jam boree, and a taco feed 
during the donkey basketball 
gam e. These have all becom e 
annual events.

The 3rd Annual A lum ni Vol­
leyball gam e will be held Fri­
day, Nov. 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
VHS Gym. All proceeds will 
benefit the scholarship.

M any people have also do­
nated both tim e and money. I 
would like to thank Dick, Kath­
leen, Marcie, Rick, Judi and 
Darrell Gwin, Shelly and Herb 
Huson, Cassandra and Jerry 
Budge, Dana Hyde, Katie Poet- 
ter, Bill and M ary Cota, Kala 
and C hris Cota, Doug Tesdal, 
Patty Fetherston, Debbie Berg- 
erson, the  AR P  founda tion , 
Rachel Camp, Randy Parrow, 
the Vernonia School District, 
the alum ni vo lleyball players, 
the dance chaperones, the taco 
helpers, the classes of 2005 
and 2006, and all w ho  are 
ready to help out w ith a project.

I w ould like to again thank 
my fam ily, friends and com m u­
nity. You have all helped us for 
the last 3 years. Thank you for 
your caring and generosity.

Sincerely, 
Kat hi Fetch

Vernonia

Our President cannot 
bring nation together
To the Editor:

The E lection, As I See It.
O ur nation is divided. It was 

d iv ided before the  e lection it is 
still d ivided. P resident Bush is 
being called upon to heal the 
nation and bring the tw o fac­
tions back together, a task he 
can not do even w ith his high 
m oral principles.

The president did not d ivide 
the nation fo r it is the age old 
d iv is ion  betw een good and evil, 
be tw een right and w rong, be­
tw een m oral and im m orality. No 
president can bring these tw o 
fa c to rs  toge the r, w hen  one 
com prom ises tru th  w ith fiction, 
tru th becom es a lie. G ood be­
com es evil, and so on ...

O ur brave and w ise fo re fa ­
thers estab lished th is nation as 
a C hristian nation under God, 
(the on ly nation, outs ide the na­
tion  Is rae l to  be so e s ta b ­
lished.) W e w on our freedom  
against im possib le odds. God 
b lessed us and w e grew  into a 
m ighty nation until 1948 when 
we unw ise ly becom e a part of 
the United Nations. W e were 
form ed a sovereignty, we lost 
tha t sovere ignty when we be­
cam e a part o f the U.N. (One 
can no t have  so ve re ig n ty  and 

Please see page 16


