
Some facts about fire
Did you know? The threat to life and communi-

ties, as well as structural losses, due to wildfires

has increased dramatically over the last 10 years.

Did you know? It takes an average of 10 minutes

for a home in an urban/wildland interface fire to

burn to the foundation.

Did you know? The tenth most costly catastrophe

in the United States was the Oakland Hills wildfire

of 1991. Insured losses exceeded 1.7 billion dollars.

Did you know? Fire loss is responsible for 35 per-

cent of all insured homeowner property claims.

From page 1

Tillamook, Yamhill, Columbia

and Clatsop counties.

“Fireworks have no place in

areas with flammable vegeta-

tion,“ said Mike Simek, Protec-

tion Unit Forester at Columbia

City. 

Open fires are prohibited, in-

cluding campfires, charcoal

fires, and cooking fires, except

at designated locations. Port-

able cook stoves using lique-

fied or bottled fuels are al-

lowed.

Additionally, woods workers

must have fire prevention and

fire fighting equipment at their

operation site and provide a

watchman on each operation

after equipment is shut down.

Fire season rules also prohibit

smoking while in or traveling

through any “operation area,”

and prohibit the use of fuse and

caps for blasting on forest land.

In addition, all backyard de-

bris burning, both in piles and

barrels, is banned during fire

season in Columbia County.

Fire season is declared each

year based on weather condi-

tions and fire danger. As forest

vegetation dries due to warmer

temperatures and less rain, fire

danger increases.

For information about forest

lands in this area and/or public

fire restrictions, call the Colum-

bia City Unit office at 503-397-

2636. 

Information is available 24-

hours a day; Office hours are

Monday through Sunday 8:00

a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and on an af-

ter hours recording.

For burning information with-

in Vernonia, call 503-429-8004.

For other information, call the

Vernonia Rural Fire Protection

District at 503-429-8252. 

VERNONIA
Alcoholics Anonymous Mondays 6:30 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
Alcoholics Anonymous Saturdays 7:00 p.m., Head Start Bldg.
American Legion Post #119 2nd Thursday 627 Adams Ave./ 503-429-4000
Arts & Crafts Society 2nd Thursday 2:00 p.m., City Library
Boosters 2nd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., VHS Library
Boy Scout Troop 201 Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., Scout Cabin
Boy Scout Troop 860 Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., LDS Church
Cemetery Beautification Comm. 2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m., Leonetti’s Grill
Chamber of Commerce 2nd Wednesday Noon, Lew’s Place
Cub Scout Pack 201 Scout Cabin For Info Call 503-429-0188
Doll Club 4th Tuesday 1:00 p.m., Senior Center 
Friends of the Library 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Vernonia Library 
Hands On Art Committee 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Head Start Bldg. 
Home Extension Club 3rd Thursday 10:30 a.m., Christian Church
Izaak Walton League 3rd Thursday For location call 503-429-7193 
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 p.m., Lew's Place
Nehalem Valley Car Club For Info Call 503-429-4074
Pioneer Museum For Info Call 503-429-8134
Preschool Story Hour Mondays 10:30 a.m., City Library
Upper Nehalem C.P.A.C. 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Airport Committee 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Vernonia Cares Directors For Info call 503-429-1414
Vernonia City Council 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Community PTA 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., WGS Library
Vernonia Grange 4th Saturday 10:30 a.m., Grange Hall
Vernonia Health Center 2nd Monday 6:00 p.m., 510 Bridge St. 
Vernonia Planning Comm. 1st Thursday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Vernonia Pride For Info Call, 503-429-5201
Vernonia Ridge Riders Last Thursday 7:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vernonia RFPD Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia School Board 2nd Thursday 6:00 p.m., District Office
Vernonia Sr. Center Board 3rd Friday 1:00 p.m., Senior Center
Vern. Volunteer Ambulance Assoc. 1st Thursday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
Vernonia Volunteer Firefighters 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fire Station
WOEC Directors 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., WOEC

MIST-BIRKENFELD
M-BRFPD Board Business Mtg. 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-BRFPD Board Workshop 4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Ambulance Drill 1st & 2nd Thursdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Fire Drill 1st & 2nd Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Helping Circle 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B SAR Drill 3rd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
M-B Volunteer Assoc. 1st Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Natal Grange 2nd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Natal Grange Hall 
T.O.P.S. Mondays 6:00 p.m., Main Fire Station
Upr Nehalem Watershed Council For date call 429-2401 7:00 p.m., Main Fire Station

BANKS
Alcoholics Anonymous Fridays 8:00 p.m., Methodist Church
Banks City Council 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m., City Hall
Banks Fire District #13 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m., Station 13
Banks Planning Commission Last Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Hall
Banks School Board 2nd Monday 7:30 p.m., Jr. High Library
Banks Youth Group Sundays, Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., UMC Youth Bldg.
Chamber of Commerce 1st Thursday 12:30 p.m., Fire District Office
CPO 14    3rd Monday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Friends of the Library 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., City Library
Lions Club 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:00 p.m., Schlegel Hall
Sunset Park Assoc. 3rd Wednesday 8:00 p.m., Gun Club
T.O.P.S. Wednesdays 7:00 p.m., Administration Bldg. 
Women’s Aglow 2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m., City Library

COLUMBIA COUNTY (All meet in St. Helens unless otherwise noted.)
Board of Commissioners Wednesdays 10 a.m., Courthouse
Citizens for Senior Justice 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Sunset Park Church
Columbia Soil & Water District 3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m., NRCS , 2514 Sykes
County Fair Board 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m., Fairgrounds 4-H Bldg.
County Parks Commission 3rd Monday 6:00 p.m., 1054 Oregon St. 
Mental Health Advisory Comm. 3rd Tuesday 10 a.m., 2nd Floor, Courthouse
Comm. on Children & Families 3rd Thursday 5:30 p.m. OSU Ext., 550 N. Hwy. 30
Local Alcohol & Drug Plann. Comm. 2nd Tuesday 3:00 p.m., 2nd Floor, Courthouse

Organizations and meeting dates not listed may be included by calling 429-9410
or by  mail to The INDEPENDENT, 725 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064.
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Live Music

N
ext      Stop
The 

Ju
nct

io
n

The Junction Eat, meet & kick up your feet!

11126 Hwy 202         Birkenfeld         503 - 755 - 0900  

Live Music By

HYJYNX

July 3, 9 p.m.
No Cover Charge

Campfires are prohibited in the woods

UUNNLLIIMMIITTEEDD
5566KK  IINNTTEERRNNEETT
For information call

550033--442299--22770011
www.agalis.net


