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an organic chemical, or try some form of Integrated Pest Management (IPM). IPM

is widely used in commercial orchards and organic farms. It’s complicated but also

fun, especially with kids, to order and release bugs.

Back to the vegetable garden:  Last month the garden

looked sort of out-of-control, with big piles of compost on

top of the beds sprouting weeds, and field peas taking

over. Dennis spent most of a weekend pulling the weeds

and field peas, raking the beds into shape, planting a bed of

potatoes and piling the resulting mulch of dying vegetation on

top of the spuds. All of a sudden, it looked like a garden.

He’s had to take off the top layer so the potatoes could

emerge but they’re coming. I bought squash and cucumber plants, planted the

peas and beans and, poof, seven of the ten beds are planted. The remaining three

have last year’s volunteer potatoes coming up now. The plan is to harvest new

potatoes out of these beds and plant corn. Maybe even this afternoon. I’ve put soda

bottle irrigators on the squash, cukes and tomatoes, and drip hoses will go on the

beans and corn. Now if I can just find some straw to keep the

moisture in later, this phase of the veggie garden will be done.

This is the first year I’ve had a nearly instant garden and it feels

great to be successful so early.

Don’t worry, the sun will return. The rivers are high and we

shouldn’t have to worry too much about drought this year. It is

usually relatively cold and wet through June but, by the second or

third week of July, we should start having some real summer

weather. I’ll be hiding in my house, ‘cause it will be too hot for

me, but all of you sun lovers will get some weather to enjoy. 

See you at Vernonia Country Market, June 19, 10 a.m. – 4:00 

Page 18     The INDEPENDENT, June 17, 2004      

POPPINO

PAINTING
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed  •  Bonded  •  Insured  •  CCB No. 90548 

503-429-7101

WOOD FLOORS
INSTALLED & 

REFINISHED

503-429-4351
Cory Colburn

11561 Keasey Road, Vernonia, OR  97064 • CCB #79876

Tony Johnson Construction
SPECIALIZING IN REMODEL & REPAIR

Office (503) 429-7009  •  Cell (503) 369-2048

UTILITY SHEDS

GARAGES

CAR PORTS

ADDITIONS

DRYROT

DRYWALL

VINYL

WINDOWS & DOORS

POLE BUILDINGS

ROOFING

FENCING

SIDING

DECKS

TILE
CCB #85280“Have Tools Will Travel”

(503) 429-0154
Licensed • Bonded • Insured        CCB# 112057

New Construction 
and Remodeling

Meyer's Auto Body
GARY MEYER

Owner

Phone:

503-429-0248
493 Bridge Street

Vernonia, OR 97064

New & Used • Electronic Balancing • Shocks

Exhaust Repair • Oil & Lube • Auto Parts

True Value Hardware • 834 Bridge St. • Vernonia
Phone / Fax:  (503) 429-6364

COMPLETE TIRE CARE
BY CRAIG TOLONEN

Service Directory

DENNIS ELECTRIC, INC.
FREE ESTIMATES

503-429-8930
1-800-439-8930

Reliable Commercial and Residential Service

Dennis Electric is a family owned & operated 

electrical contracting company. Our goal is 

to provide quality electrical service while 

delivering fair value to our customers.

Licensed & Bonded • CCB No. 19808

Dennis & Schann Nelson • P.O. Box 412 • Vernonia, OR 97064

M

OUNTAINDALE WOODWORKING.COM

CABINET DESIGN & MANUFACTURING SINCE 1976
JOEL TEMPLIN 503-429-5436

CCB #43965 VERNONIA, OR 97064

D&R Towing & Automotive

SHOP: 503-429-0241 • CELL: 503-806-2412

FAST, RELIABLE

24-HOUR SERVICE

745 ADAMS AVE.,

VERNONIA, OR 97064

OUTSIDE PORTLAND METRO AREA

PBM Inc.

Overhead/Garage Door Repair • Welding • Heating/Air Conditioning

PRECISION BUILDING MAINTENANCE, INC.

www.PBMaintenance.com

503.429.1042  OR 503.708.6809
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED           CCB# 144926

Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Ceramic Tile,
Finish Carpentry & More!

Jim Morrison Jr.
General Contractor

OR LIC. 106893               DEQ 37308

• SEPTIC INSTALLATIONS • DITCHES • SITE PREPARATION

• LAND CLEARING & LEVELING • DRIVEWAYS • DRAIN FIELDS

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

DICK TITUS – 503-429-1492

57230 Timber Road, Vernonia, OR 97064

NORTHWEST EXCAVATING SERVICES

DANA LEE ENTERPRISES, INC.
Serving the Greater Portland Area

CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS • DOORS

WOOD FLOORS
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

503-429-9045
Cell 680-5484 • Fax 429-8059

16819 Timber Rd., Vernonia, OR 97064 • CCB# 123466

FALL CREEK

WOODWORKING

Do you offer a service people need?

If they don’t know about it, they won’t call you.

The INDEPENDENT Service Directory • 503-429-9410
Effective, economical advertising in the upper Nehalem Valley

Can You Dig It?


