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The Vernonia school board

spent much of their February

12 meeting listening to various

staff members provide informa-

tion and data from last school

year, and applying it in a sys-

tematic way to plans for the fu-

ture. The board received pre-

liminary copies of both the No

Child Left Behind (NCLB) fed-

eral school ratings and the

state report cards. (This infor-

mation will be mailed to all pa-

trons in March.) Building princi-

pals presented the School Im-

provement Plans (SIP) devel-

oped by the staff and adminis-

tration of each school.

Buildings needed
Maintenance Supervisor

John Lewis reported that he

has been working hard over the

last year-and-a-half to keep the

district�s buildings in operation.

However, Lewis said, he is

�running out of Band-Aids� to

hold the buildings together. He

strongly recommended that the

board begin looking at new

buildings. When Lewis com-

pared the district�s buildings to

a car that is no longer worth the

cost of repairs, board chairman

Jim Krahn responded that con-

tinuing attempts to repair the

buildings would �soon be like

dumping money down a rat

hole.�

Krahn said that the board

was well aware of the problem,

but that efforts to pass a levy

must be supported by the com-

munity. He also said there is a

very suppportive group of peo-

ple willing to take on the effort. 

Washington Grade School

(WGS) and Vernonia High

School (VHS) are the most in

need of replacement, Lewis re-

sponded to a question from

Joanie Jones. According to

Krahn, Vernonia taxpayers

were satisfied for many years

because the district did not

have a school bond. Unfortu-

nately, the district also did not

adequately provide funding for

maintenance or upgrade. 

Concluding a general dis-

cussion on the inadequacy of

the buildings to provide a good

environment for education,

Krahn said it is �the duty of

everyone, as a citizen, to see

that students have a high qual-

ity of education.�

Report Cards
Superintendent Mike Fun-

derburg gave the board a brief

overview of 2003 state report

cards. He reminded the board

that very few adjustments were

possible last school year. How-

ever, major changes in instruc-

tion and attendance policy

have been implemented this

year. The district, as a whole,

met annual yearly progress

(AYP) targets in 2003, but there

is little correlation between AYP

and state report cards. For ex-

ample, Funderburg said, small

schools were far more likely to

meet AYP goals than large

schools, but large schools have

far more teachers designated

as highly qualified by NCLB,

according to a study released

in The Oregonian.

Funderburg reported that

several problem areas had

been identified and corrective

actions have been taken. One

consequence of raising expec-

tations for student behavior and

consistent enforcement of

school policy was an increase

in student referrals, which re-

sulted in lower ratings in some

areas of the report card, partic-

ularly at VHS. Funderburg said

the board could expect to see

improved ratings on next year�s

report card. He concluded by

saying that the reports show

that the district, overall, is mak-

ing progress.

One area where all local

schools have difficulty is atten-

dance. WGS Principal Nate

Underwood and VHS Principal

Curt Scholl told the board that

parents generally believe that if

a child has permission to stay

home, the absence should be

excused. However, the district

places a very high value on at-

tendance, based on research

that consistently indicates that

students need to be in school in

order to be successful. There-

fore, the district has very spe-

cific guidelines about what con-

stitutes an excused absence.

Funderburg told the board that  
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Bankruptcy
Attorney
Fees Starting at

$399 + Filing Fee

Ireland
at Law

503-324-1500

STORAGE, TOO
OPEN 10-5 TUES-SAT � 12-4 SUNDAYS � CLOSED MONDAYS

RV STORAGE
ENCLOSED STORAGE

PADLOCKS AVAILABLE

503-429-STOR O R 503-429-7867
58605 NEHALEM HWY. S., VERNONIA, OR 97064

The only number you need for 

all your well water issues.

503-324-2361
Your Local 

Water System Specialist

For Over 30 Years

CCB #103897

THE YARD DOCTOR, INC.
Landscaping • Sprinkler systems
Allen Reinsch � 503-429-4761

P. O. Box 316, Vernonia, OR  97064 � LCB 5012

Open Mon - Sat � 202 S. Main St., Banks
Mark A. Benson        503-324-2226

STEVE HEMEON � YOU CALL, WE HAUL

1-503-755-2767
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Dust

Crushed

Rock

All Sizes

Repairs on All Leather Goods & More

Orthopedic Work
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

OR LIC. 106893               DEQ 37308

• SEPTIC INSTALLATIONS • DITCHES • SITE PREPARATION

• LAND CLEARING & LEVELING • DRIVEWAYS • DRAIN FIELDS

LICENSED � BONDED � INSURED

DICK TITUS � 503-429-1492

57230 Timber Road, Vernonia, OR 97064

NORTHWEST EXCAVATING SERVICES

DEVLAEMINCK 
WELL DRILLING

FREE ESTIMATES
Water Wells 
Since 1950

� Flow Tests

� Domestic & Irrigation
� Water Quality Samples
� Well Monitoring
� Abandonments

Licensed & Bonded

1-503-647-2864

5:30 am-6 pm M-F � 6:30 am-4 pm Sat � 9 am-2 pm Sun

831 BRIDGE ST., VERNONIA

Call 503 429-9410 to place your ad in the only Service Directory in the Upper Nehalem Valley.

Complete Screen Printing  
and Embroidery Service

503-429-0214

PAT’S SEPTIC SERVICE
Septic Tank Pumping

1-503-397-4632

LOW, LOW PRICES

24-HOUR SERVICE

LOCATED IN 

ST. HELENS

House of Beryl
Gifts & Collectables

Visit us at 
our Web Site

www.houseofberyl.com

Ralph & Beryl Lohr   Vernonia, OR
PH. 503-429-4894  Fax. 503-429-4895

NonSmoking Dining Room

Smoking Allowed in Full Service Lounge 

Meeting/Banquet Room � Catering

934 BRIDGE STREET � VERNONIA � 503 429-3751

Potpourri of reports keep 47J board meeting crowded with data


