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udget committee will try to establish priorities for next biennium
From page 1
biennium would probably not 
be known until m id-June.

The budget adopted fo r the 
current year (2002-2003) has 
had to be reduced by approxi­
m ately 20 percent over the 
course of the  last severa l 
months, to create a balanced 
budget for 2003-2004. Funder- 
burg said that recent action by 
the legislature to increase the 
percentage of transportation re­
im bursem ent fo r schoo ls in 
eastern Oregon decreased the 
am ount of money in the com ­
mon school fund and cost the

crease support.
Board m em ber Jim Krahn

im m ediately identified three ar­
eas in the budget that greatly 
concern him. First, he said, 
deep reductions in ath le tic  
transporta tion  ($17,7000 re ­
mains in the budget) made “un­
realistic [assum ptions] about 
what can be expected of kids. 
In addition, the elim ination of 
ju n io r varsity coaches could 
create a “garbage program". 
Krahn said that he would rather 
see the district support fewer 
sports fully in order to have 
good team s. Further, Krahn

O ’Leary agreed with Krahn that gested that the board review 
,if the district could not afford to the “Pay-to-P lay” policy as a 
transport students, the district way of funding athletic trans- 
should not sponsor a program, portation and assistant coach-
To fully fund athletic transporta 
tion, Funderburg told the com ­
mittee, $15,000 would have to 
be taken from somewhere in 
the budget.

Bassett, who cha irs the

es. Ward also said that she 
thought all kids should have to 
pay, including those elig ib le for 
the federal lunch program, or 
work for the district in some ca­
pacity in order to participate in

budget committee, encouraged sports. A ccord ing to Deputy

program  (approx im ate ly  
$10,000) represents a m inor 
po rtion  of the to ta l a th le tic  
budget (over $60,000 exclud­
ing transportation) as currently 
budgeted.

The com m ittee  w ill m eet 
again June 9 to approve the 
budget and develop priorities 
fo r any potential increase in 
revenue.

Vernonia district about $12 per agreed that the contingency 
student. fund should be increased.

At the tim e of the meeting, In addition to reducing or 
legislators were very unhappy elim inating jun io r high and high 
about school funding, Funder- school track and cross country,
burg said, and there was an e f­
fort to increase the state school 
fund to $5.0 billion from the 
$4.8 billion budgeted for the bi­
ennium as of May 1. Recent 
news reports ind ica te  that

members to examine the budg 
et in detail in an effort to find 
money to support programs. 
According to Bassett, there is 
“always more room for vision” 
and an opportunity to create a 
balance so that everyone has a 
piece of what is needed for 
kids. Bassett suggested sched­
uling another meeting to dis­
cuss changes in the budget 
document and to establish pri­
orities for increased spending.

Clerk Dawn Plews, revenue re­
ceived from  the Pay-to-P lay

King places third in Spelling Bee
The 27th Annual Spelling placed third in Division II, and 

Contest for the State of Oregon A lex Bittinger, all of W ashington

Krahn said he would support 
e lim ina ting  shop (vocational
education) “as it is run today.” The com mittee stumbled along 
He suggested that wood shop discussing both topics for some 
could be taught as work experi- time. Funderburg told the com ­
encé, though any concrete ex- m ittee that the work of the BAT 

some efforts are being made to am ple of how all students could was reaching "a thousand corn- 
raise the state school fund as be accom m odated was not prom ises” and that the commit- 
high as $5.3 billion. Neverthe- fo rthcom ing . School board tee could not create a whole 
less, the district has to budget m em ber Cari Levenseller point- new document at this point or a 
w ithout any firm numbers. ed out that the high school is budget with “fictitious dollars,”

Funderburg recom m ended low on electives, having al- i.e. potential increases in state 
tha t any revenues resu lting  ready cut auto shop, interna- funding or local fund raising ef-
from a decrease in the cost of 
PERS be placed in the con tin ­
gency fund because, in this de­
pressed econom y, in six 
months the district could be in

tional foods and business edu­
cation. Krahn responded that 
he doesn’t see vocational edu­
ca tion  as a core academ ic 
class and that, in his opinion,

the same position as it was last students participating in shop 
Decem ber when expected rev- are probably the same students 
enues did not m ateria lize. In- kept in school with a good ath- 
creasing the contingency fund letic program.

forts.
Hamblet, after first moving 

that the budget be adopted as 
presented (which died for lack 
of a second) suggested that the 
BAT be disbanded. The commit­
tee reached a consensus that all 
discussion must now be at the full 
committee level. O ’Leary said that

was held May 13 at the C lat­
skanie School District Office.

The following first place w in­
ners will represent the county 
at the Oregon State Com peti­
tion on August 30 at the Oregon 
State Fair:

D iv is ion I (G rades K-5): 
Nicole Spencer, Rainier Middle 
School.

D iv is ion II (G rades 6-8): 
C helsea C lifton , S cappoose 
Middle School.

Division III (Grades 9-12): 
Kelli Hackett, St. Helens High 
School.

Contestants from Vernonia 
included Gabriel Rule, Tim othy 
Brown, Brittanie Roberts, who

Grade School.
Vernonia High School s tu­

dent M arshall King placed third 
place in D ivision III; Stephanie 
Lane also participated.
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could allow the d istrict to make Budget com m ittee members one duty of the committee is to ac 
adjustm ents to the budget w ith- Vicky Rice and Robyn Bassett cept the document, review it and 
out cutting school days. Ac- both spoke very pos itive ly  allow the public an opportunity to 
cording to Funderburg, m oney about the value of vocational digest the proposal. Board mem- 
should also be held in contin- education and said they would ber Randy Hansen added that es- 
gency until any future litigation not support any additional cuts tablishing a list of priorities is a 
regarding PERS is resolved. to elective program s in general paramount duty of the committee.

Funderburg urged the com - or vocational education in par- Cathy Ward, a W ashington 
m ittee to adopt the budget as ticular. Board m ember Leslie G rade School teacher, sug- 
presented, including all the re­
ductions discussed at previous 
meetings, and then identify ar­
eas of concern about reduced 
funding levels accom panied by 
corresponding areas that could 
be used to provide funds to 
support programs of concern.

Darrell Ham blet, a school 
board m ember who has worked 
for months as a m em ber of the 
B udget A ss is tance  Team 
(BAT), said that there w asn’t a 
person in the room who would 
be unable to find som ething in 
the budget that he or she did 
not like. Further, he said, if a 
com m ittee m em ber just could 
not support a particu lar cut, he 
hoped they w ou ld  suggest 
where to get the dollars to in-
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