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Bits and Bites
By Jacqueline Ramsay
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For the fisherpersons among us, my cal­
endar says March 15 to 21 - poor, March 22 
to 28 - good, March 29 to April 4 - best.

Since spring is here, do you know what 
you alm ost surely need to carry as you walk 
the lake7 It used to be hat, coat, gloves, um­
brella, dog, leash and poopie bag. If you are 
a stroller, you need to add bird book and 
binoculars. Now, if you are a true friend of 
the parks, you need a garbage bag to pick

up cans, drink cups, candy and cigarette wrappers, sandwich 
bags, bottle caps, fish line, hooks and em pty worm containers, 
etc., left on and under tables, benches and the fishing docks. 
W hat has happened to the #1 rule your m other taught you, “Don’t 
leave a mess for som eone else to clean up.” I’ve about decided I 
need one more item, a long stick with a nail in it to get trash float­
ing at the edge of the lake.

The lake has a pair of Canada Geese visiting. The hen has 
som ething wrong (there was a leader line and float trailing her, but 
it seems to have been snagged off of her, but she is still gimpy). 
Fisherpersons, please pick up your junk. I hope the geese stay 
with us. We w on ’t have horse on the trail, but goose grease, but 
we can enjoy the birds.

Now, very seriously, has anyone other than myself received a 
phone call from the “Senior Consum er Counsel?” Not knowing 
who they were, I was curious, so I let the lady talk for five minutes.
A “Black Box” to stop those troublesom e calls and she could erase 
my name and inform ation from their records, etc. My question to 
her, “How m uch?” Her answer, “Around $159”. She assured me 
lots of fixed income Seniors were getting them.

Ladies and Gents, this is a “SCAM ”. Radio Shack sells little 
black boxes.

I called the Departm ent of Justice in Salem and for $6.50 for 
the first year and $3.00 each year after, you can get the same 
service and they let you know when the money is due. You can get 
an application by calling Salem.

Monday, 3-10: I’m just back from my stroll at the lake and guess 
w ho ’s in residence now? A “Big Brown Beaver.” He has even been 
stripping bark from  downed branches.

W alk slow ly and enjoy the view.

Century 21 offers scholarship
Century 21 All Professionals 

Real Estate, which has opened 
an office at 786 Bridge Street, 
announced that they will be o f­
fering a $500 scholarship to a 
g raduating  V ernonia  High 
School senior this year.

"Century 21 All P rofession­
als Real Estate is dedicated to 
giving back to our com m unity,” 
said B roker/O wner Linda Os- 
mon, “and to help raise aw are­
ness of the needs of our most 
precious assets, our ch ildren.”

The Vernonia office is also 
participating in the high school 
“W ork C redit” program  and is a 
supporter of the Drug and A lco­
hol Free Graduation Party. To

find  out the crite ria  fo r the 
scholarship, contact Associate 
Broker Patty Fogel at the Ver­
nonia office, 503-429-0550 or 
mobile 503-704-1381, or Os- 
mon at the main office, 503- 
259-2100
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Lose Up To 
30  Pounds  
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> -W-

■■ -■ •
z^ '

.zy.zz.-
-••••- Sils- r

■ ■M ■

•S>XrX̂>C . , . . -
¿¡wJTyÌM  •Y-*

<2»!* z .... 'M&i

W:#x3£2w§ K 5 5 s i ta s ii j f f l E n M o O z s
Vernonia resident Matt Chesley didn’t have to travel far to have fun in his kayak. Last Sunday  
he took advantage of a break in the weather to spend some tim e getting wet (and plavinq) in 
Rock Creek.

It ’s tim e fo r Vernonia 
schools Kindergarten 
Roundup

Kindergarten Roundup for 
the Vernonia School D istrict 
2003-2004 school year will be 
held April 16 from 4:00 to 8:00 
p.m. at Lincoln E lem entary 
School.

Parents will need to bring 
immunization records and birth 
certificate along with their ch il­
dren.

For more information, 
call Washington,
Grade School/ 
at 503-429- 
7941.

Buds & Blooms
florist and gifts

& Weddings 
& Everyday

Arrangements 
& Wire Service 
& Gifts & Plants 
503-429-9273

859 Bridge St., Vernonia

Don't miss the latest news 
Subscribe to The INDEPENDENT 

for just $15 per year.
Call 503-429-9410 to  start your subscription.

Submissions wanted for Earth Day Art 
Show at The Gallery at Columbia Center

Paintings and drawings in- who often incorporates objects 
corporating a variety of non-tra- representational of society in
ditional materials, found-object 
sculpture, recycled handmade 
papers, and mixed media col­
lage are only a few of the sug­
gestions for subm ission to the 
Earth Day Every Day Art Show 
at The G alle ry at Colum bia 
Center. Art in any medium and 
style is welcom e in this recy­
cling and conservation theme 
show celebrating Earth Day.

The show runs from March 
31 to April 25th.

Featured will be paintings by 
Longview artist, Leon Loman,

his work, inc lud ing pho to ­
graphs, lace, ticket stubs, and 
more. Mr. Loman, who began 
painting in 1962, has a Bache­
lor of Arts Degree in art educa­
tion and a Masters Degree in 
painting.m

Art will be accepted Monday, 
March 31st, from 4:30 - 6:30 
PM at The Gallery at Colum bia 
Center, 375 S 18th Street, St 
Helens. For more information 
or to arrange a separate art ac­
ceptance time, call Patty Kadel 
503-397-9174.
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Enjoy a quiet weekend with us.

FULL SIZE, IN  ROOM
HOT TUBS

Queen Beds • Private Bath • Separate Entrance
Cable TV • Phones • Handicapped Access

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

i?

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL

1-800*354-9494 / 503-429-4006
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

900 MADISON AVE., VERNONIA, OR 97064
Just one block off scenic Nehalem River Hwy. (Oregon 47)


