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Cash incentives for salmon habitat can help fish and landowners
By B ill Langm aid

In recent years, it has be­
com e m ore lucra tive  fo r 
landow ners  to im prove  the 
hea lth  of A m e rica ’s rivers, 
stream s and wetlands. A large 
part of the im m ediate need for 
clean w ater is the decline of 
salm on populations throughout 
the Pacific Northwest. In itia ­
tives began about ten years 
ago to turn around the trend in 
salm on populations, hoping for 
a return to the econom ically 
significant num bers of the past.

A large portion of Northwest 
O regon is privately owned, and 
landowners may find it d ifficult 
to justify  spending m oney on 
stream  im provem ents that have 
little private benefit. R iparian 
projects initiated by the various 
watershed councils have begun 
to address this problem , but 
there are still large areas of 
m arginal pastureland that bo r­
der salm on stream s. Various 
state agencies have co llective­
ly dec ided  tha t it bene fits  
salm on to have trees bordering 
stream s, but the presence of

livestock makes it difficult to es­
tablish a riparian buffer.

The state of O regon has 
tried to address this dilem ma 
by partnering with the US De­
partm ent of Agriculture through 
a voluntary program called the 
C onserva tion  R eserve En­
hancem ent Program (CREP). 
This program, offered to private 
landow ners, provides annual 
paym ents and cash incentives 
to those interested in planting 
buffers of trees and shrubs 
and, if needed, installing fence 
to lim it livestock access on po­
tential salmon streams. N on­
salm on bearing stream s may 
qualify fo r other programs with 
sim ilar incentives.

Property owners must agree 
to m aintain the practices for 10 
to 15 year periods so that the 
plantings have sufficient time to 
estab lish . S ince A m ericans 
support clean water initiatives, 
the Federal governm ent and 
state of Oregon have made 
CREP w orthw hile  financia lly. 
For landowners willing to install 
stream  buffers, a variety of pay­
ments are extended.

Photo shows a fence installed to restrict access to the river bank by cattle. Area on the left 
of the fence is slated for tree planting; area to the right of the fence is pasture land.

Landowners receive annual
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rental payments based on the 
leasing value of the land. In C o­
lum bia County, fo r exam ple, 
m arginal pasture land is cu r­
rently set at a rate of $66 per 
acre along a perennial stream. 
That rate • increases 50% if a 
tree  end shrub buffer is in­
stalled along the stream. Prop­
erty owners also receive up to 
$9 per acre fo r m ainta in ing 
plantings, fencing, and water 
developm ents installed through 
the program.

Landowners will also receive 
a one-time paym ent for signing 
a CREP contract. This is ca lcu­
lated by taking $10 per acre for 
each year of the contract. On 
10 acres with a 15 year con­
tract, the paym ent would be 
$1500.

The CREP program  will pay 
75 percent of the approved cost 
of installation, as well as assist­
ing with any necessary water 
developm ents for stock. Also 
available is a one-tim e pay-
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ment incentive providing an ad­
ditional 40 percent bonus on 
the approved cost of insta lling 
the riparian buffer. For exam ple 
if it costs $5000 to install fenc­
ing a n d  tree  p la n tin g s , w h e n  
com plete, the enrollee receives 
$2000 beyond the norm al cost 
share of 75 percent.

A cum ulative bonus im pact 
incentive may be awarded if a 
long stretch of river is entered 
into CREP. This incentive is de­
signed to encourage owners, 
and poss ib ly  ad jo in ing  
landow ners , to en te r la rger 
s tre tches of s tream s into 
CREP. Larger stretches of river 
have a g rea te r im pact than 
shorter lengths of stream, and 
a one-tim e paym ent is awarded

The Conservation Reserve 
E nhancem ent P rogram  can 
provide the best of both worlds. 
W hile giving private landow n­
ers som e econom ic incentive 
fo r ins ta lling  cos tly  stream  
buffers, it, in turn, provides the 
public w ith environm ental va l­
ues that improve the health of 
O regon 's streams and rivers.

For more inform ation about 
CREP and other conservation 
program s, contact the SW CD 
CREP specia list 503-429-4787.
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