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Native Coho returning to Boxler Creek
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WE CAN SCHEDULE YOUR MEETINGS OR SPECIAL OCCASION 
IN OUR RANQUET ROOM. CALL FOR INFORMATION.

934 Bridge Street, Vernonia • 503-429-3751

By Bill Langmaid

My recent article highlighting 
the immediate successes of the 
Sanders Creek barrier removal 
p ro ject by Longview  Fibre 
prom pted some local folks to 
ask about a project that was 
com pleted in 1999 on Boxler 
Creek, a tributary to Fishhawk 
Lake. The two projects were 
sim ilar in that barrier culverts 
w ere rem oved, at Boxler 
C reek, however, the ba rrie r 
was replaced w ith a ra ilca r 
bridge. This com plicated the 
project, due to a four foot gradi­
ent change created by the un­
dersized culverts, so a series of 
rock and wooden weirs were in­
stalled to step down the creek 
and reduce upstream  erosion.

The Boxler Creek problem 
was identified by the Oregon 
D epartm ent of Fish and 
W ildlife, with assistance from 
the Fishhawk Lake Recreation 
Club and the Upper Nehalem 
W atershed Council. It was de­
term ined that 1.5 m iles of prime 
Coho habitat was effective ly 
blocked by a double culvert 
perched five fee t above the 
creek, blocking fish passage for 
20 years or more.

A fter a lot of innovative de­
sign work by the Colum bia Soil 
and W ater Conservation D is­
trict with support from  the Nat­
ural R esource C onserva tion  
Service engineers, and many 
grant proposals developed by 
Maggie Peyton, coord inator of 
the Nehalem W atershed Coun­
cils, the project was fully fund­
ed and ready to start.

The IN D EPEN D ENT  news­
paper reported on the culvert 
removal and construction of the 
new bridge in 1999. Now the 
exciting news is the results of 
recent salmon surveys.

Coho spawners discovered 
the new territory quickly, with 
surveys in D ecem ber 2000 
show ing 26 adu lts  and 23 
jacks. A juvenile Coho pres­
ence survey conducted July 9, 
2002, by M iche le  Long of 
ODF&W, showed prom ising re­
sults. M ichele reported “each 
pool seen from the bankside v i­
sual assessm ent was packed 
with young of the year coho. 
Numbers counted ranged from 
15-30 fish in each pool.”

Fishhawk Lake resident Troy 
Horton has been actively in­

volved in the watershed coun­
cil, and devotes m any hours to 
monitoring the various projects 
around his com m unity. His

from  start to finish.
The Upper Nehalem  W ater­

shed Council is a group of area 
residents that m eet m onthly to

The bridge above spans Boxler Creek where badly placed 
culverts once blocked salmon from returning to their natural 
habitat. The arrow points to a native Coho.

salm on presence report from 
this spawning season shows 
that habitat restora tion work 
really does succeed.

“ It was exciting!” Troy report­
ed recently, after spending a 
couple of days checking the 
stream s going into F ishhawk 
Lake. “Boxler Creek, where we 
replaced a non-passable cu l­
vert with a bridge, had 26 coho 
be low  the b ridge  and 141 
above.” He also noted that this 
is the third year since the first 
spaw ners en te red  B ox le r 
Creek, and wondered what the 
future will bring.

Project funds cam e from  the 
Oregon W atershed E nhance­
ment Board, O DFW  R estora­
tion and Enhancem ent Board, 
O regon W ild life Heritage Foun­
dation and Colum bia SW CD. 
Some m ateria ls and labor for 
the project were donated by 
Longview Fibre and the F ish­
hawk Lake com munity. O DFW  
provided valuable technical and 
fie ld  support fo r the pro ject

discuss ways to restore salmon 
habitat. It is endorsed by C lat­
sop and C olum bia  C ounties 
and the State of Oregon, but is 
an independen t o rgan iza tion  
with no regula tory or en fo rce­
ment powers. The main func­
tion of the council is to help 
m ake p ro jec ts  like S anders 
Creek and Boxler Creek possi­
ble.

M aggie Peyton, coord inator 
of the Upper and Lower N e­
ha lem  W ate rshed  C ouncils , 
can be contacted at (503) 429- 
2401 fo r m ore in fo rm a tion . 
Q uestions about stream  res­
toration, enhancem ent or w a­
tershed health are encouraged. 
The cou nc il m eets at the 
M ist/B irkenfeld Fire Hall on the 
fou rth  T h u rsd ay  of m ost 
months. Ask to be put on the 
mailing list to receive m eeting 
announcem ents and agendas. 
All are welcom e to jo in in coun­
cil m eetings and a varie ty of 
w o rthw h ile  ac tiv itie s . P lease 
jo in us when you can.


