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DSL’s new regulations now in effect for Removal and Fill permits
Effective January 15, 2003, 

the Division of State Lands has 
adopted revised rules related to 
the state ’s Rem oval-F ill Law. 
The purpose of the revision 
was to reorganize content in a 
m ore log ica l form at, c la rify  
vague language and incorpo­
rate changes in law made by 
the 2001 Legislature.
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Rem oval-F ill perm its gener­
ally are needed to remove or fill 
50 cubic yards or more of ma­
terial in waters of the state.

Examples of recent changes 
include:

• Provisions to make the per­
mit application process easier 
for small projects.

• Revisions to general au-

thorization applications (a blan­
ket permit for certain categories 
of small projects) that make 
them easier to understand and 
the creation of a 40-day permit 
processing deadline for these 
authorizations.

• Authority for outside inter­
ests and persons to be involved 
under certain conditions in formal 
appeals of agency decisions to 
approve or deny a permit.

• C larification of guidelines 
pertaining to replacem ent of 
wetlands affected by projects.

• Efforts to coordinate state 
and federa l agency require­
ments related to removal and 
fill activities.

Prior rule revisions incorpo­
rated provisions of SB 529, 
passed by the 2001 Legisla­
ture, which requires DSL to de­
term ine whether a removal-fill 
permit application is complete 
within 40 days of receipt and to 
issue a decision within 90 days 
of the com pleteness determ ina­

tion. The revised rules, a sum ­
m ary of the recent m ajor 
changes and responses to m a­
jo r com m ents are posted on 
the DSL W eb site at <www.ore 
gonstatelands.us> For printed 
copies, ca ll (503) 378-3805 
ext. 239.

G roups or o rgan iza tions 
wanting a presentation on the 
revised rules should contact 
Monte Turner, com m unications 
coord inator, (503) 378-3805 
ext. 247.

Oregon’s Rem oval-F ill Law 
requires people who plan to ex­
cavate, grade or place fill in w a­
ters of the state to obtain a per­
mit from DSL. W aters of the 
state inc lude natura l w a te r­
ways, estuaries, the Pacific 
Ocean within the three-m ile te r­
ritoria l boundary, constan tly  
flow ing and in te rm itten t 
streams, lakes, wetlands and 
other bodies of water.

Permits from DSL are re­
quired for projects involving re­

moval or fill of 50 cubic yards or 
m ore of m ateria ls from these 
waters. However, perm its are 
required fo r removal or fill of 
any am ount of m aterial in state 
scenic waterways and streams 
designated as essential salmon 
habitat.

M any projects that require a 
state perm it also will require a 
federa l perm it from  the Army 
Corps of Engineers. The two 
agencies use a jo int application 
form, but may have different re­
quirem ents.

Anyone who is planning to 
work in waterways or wetlands 
should contact the DSL natural 
resource coord ina to r fo r the 
county where the project is lo­
cated. The agency Web site 
lists coord inators by county. 
The inform ation is also avail­
able by phone; call (503) 378- 
3805 for counties west of the 
Cascades, or (541) 388-6112 
for counties east of the Cas­
cades.
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