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Lsttors to the Editor, oontinnod
'■■-■..... .

From  page 3
g o ve rn m e n ts  d o n ’t have  
enough fund ing and w ill cu t the 
essentia ls , (our education, law  
enforcem ent, and o ther pub lic 
se rv ices  tha t is requ ired  fo r 
health and safety). To me, th is 
is b lackm ail!

Law s passed ten years ago 
(M easure 5) put our ch ild ren  at 
risk everyday in schoo ls that 
are not on ly s ick w ith m old, but 
that are s tructura lly  unsound as 
well, unable to w ithstand  an 
earthquake. W here  is the ac ­
coun tab ility  fo r the funds the 
S ta te  re ce ive s  s p e c if ic a lly  fo r  
ou r schoo ls? W here  is ou r Lo t­
te ry  m oney being spen t that 
w as supposed  to  be app lied  to ­
wards our schools? I want to 
know the formula. I want an audit.

The S tate, not ou r school 
d istricts, contro l the m oney we 
pay out of ou r hom eo w ne r’s 
tax. W hat results now, is that 
our ch ild ren pay the price w ith 
unsafe build ings, out dated and 
torn books, under paid and un­
dersta ffed teachers, loss of op ­
portunity, and lack of educa ­
tio n a l resou rces  to  p repa re  
them  fo r the world  we hope to 
send them  into. A n d ... based 
on the cu rre n t sys tem , our 
schoo ls never w ill see enough 
funding to adequate ly  support 
our ch ild ren ’s education. The 
law m ay have been good then, 
but look w here it has landed us.

Soon, m y com m unity  w ill be 
asked once aga in to vote on a 
bond that w ill a llow  us to tear 
down our old, sick schoo ls, and 
replace them  w ith p roper fac ili­
ties to educate  our ch ildren. 
This tim e I am  voting YES! I am 
voting yes because m y ch ild ren  
deserve to be in a sa fe  env iron ­
m ent the e ight hours a day they 
spend aw ay from  hom e. They 
deserve to eat in a ca fe teria  
that w ould  o therw ise  be closed 
dow n fo r hea lth  reasons. I w ill 
vote yes so m y ch ild ren are 
safe in the event of an ea rth ­
quake o r fire, and so that they 
can b reathe clean a ir and not 
dea l w ith  chron ic  illness. I w ill 
vote yes to provide funds to my 
com m unity  to take care of its 
ch ildren. I w ill vote yes because 
the S tate that contro ls  all of our 
funding w ill not provide us w ith 
su ffic ie n t m oney o r o th e r 
m eans to  keep ou r ch ild ren  
safe.

W e  n e e d  to  s to p  th e  m is ­
m a n a g e d  a n d  il l d ire c te d  
spend ing  by ou r sta te  offic ia ls.
I w ant an aud it o f the system  
curren tly  in place. I w ant it e x ­
plained to  me w hy it is never 
enough! If they c a n ’t, it is ta xa ­

tion w ithout representation in 
its new  m illenn ium  form .

I cha llenge our e lected o ffi­
c ia ls  to m anage w hat w e have, 
to look to  o ther states that have 
an e d u ca tio n a l sys tem  tha t 
w orks fo r an exam ple, and to 
stop bankrupting the people of 
th is  beautifu l sta te w ith more 
unnecessary  taxes tha t they 
cannot m anage!

I w ill vo te  NO  on M easure 28 
th is  January, and encourage all 
O regon ians to do the same! 
Som ehow  there has to  be a 
w ay to put an end to the excess 
taxation, and if that m eans tu rn­
ing over support and trust to lo ­
cal bonds tha t I have a say in, 
w here  the m oney is d istributed 
exactly  w here  it w as voted to 
go, and tak ing the contro l away 
from  a S tate that uses b lack­
m ail to raise taxes, who does 
not provide fund ing fo r the es­
sentia ls w ith the curren t taxa ­
tion availab le, w ho is not c re ­
ative in find ing new resources 
fo r revenue and funding, (not 
a lready taxed to death w ork­
ers), and w ho is not held ac­
coun tab le  fo r the taxes they 
curren tly  contro l, then that is 
w ha t I w ill do. Tha t is my 
protest!

Marie Botchie 
Vernonia

Editor’s note: Measure 5, referred 
to above, was not a law passed by 
the legislature, but a ballot meas­
ure passed by the VOTERS that 
elim inated local control and sent 
property tax funds for schools to 
the state for distribution.

Vernonia teens care
for their neighbors
O pen le tter to VH S Staff and 
S tudents:

Thank you fo r all your hard 
w ork tow ard the schoo l’s Fall 
C anned Food Drive to benefit 
V e rnon ia  C a res Food Bank. 
You co llected 832 pounds of 
food. T hank you! The Food 
Bank, and the hungry in and 
a round  Vernon ia , app rec ia te  
you. A specia l thanks is also ex ­
tended to the leadership class, 
w h ich ran the c lass com peti­
tion. Thanks, all o ther teachers 
and staff, fo r your assistance to 
m ake th is pro ject so very suc­
cessfu l.

Vernonia C a res ’ goal is to 
p rov ide  three days worth of 
em ergency groceries, once a 
m onth, to needy households in 
and around Vernonia. A lready 
in 2002 w e ’ve served 2,699 
people , averag ing 245 people 
p e r m onth . Th is  food  d rive  
he lps provide the food to give

to these clients.
I continue to be pleasantly 

surprised at the generosity of 
Vem onians. You, the students 
of Vernonia High School, add to 
the dem onstration that Vernon­
ia Cares!

Gratefully,
Sandy W elch, D irector

Vernonia Cares Food Bank

United Ways join in 
thanks to volunteers

To the Editor:
The United W ays of Cow litz, 

C latsop and C o lum bia C oun­
ties said thank you, Novem ber 
14, to the G eorg ia Pacific em ­
ployees who worked so hard- 
during the recent United W ay 
cam paign, at a  ce lebration at 
the Berry Patch in W estport. 
There was fantastic news, they 
beat the ir goal by three percent 
raising $180,546 for these Unit­
ed W ays. W hat a great job!

W e had a wonderfu l meal by 
candle light, there was a power 
failure. Kay Krist and her crew  
at the Berry Patch served d in ­
ner w ith out a glitch, even in the 
dark. Thank you Kay and staff 
fo r everyth ing.

R ep re sen ta tives  from  all

WEATHER REPORT
NOVEMBER 2002

DATE TEMPERATURE PRECIP.
H! LO AMT.

1 54 10 —
2 57 10 -
3 61 18 -
4 57 23 .02
5 59 28 .09
6 52 36 .09
7 52 43 .64
8 49 42 .46
9 49 41 .30

10 50 36 .13
11 48 44 .21
12 49 42 .50
13 50 44 .38
14 47 36 .02
15 49 31 .06
16 52 39 .64
17 52 36 T
18 50 44 .28
19 54 43 T
20 59 37 -
21 57 38 T
22 52 47 T
23 53 40
24 54 26
25 49 22
26 53 23
27 60 24
28 57 24
29 56 23 -
30 57 24 --

Temperature and precipitation
amounts are from the official U.S.
weather station at the Vernonia wa-
ter plant. Measurable precipitation in
November totalled 4.02 inches.
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three United W ays presen ted 
aw ards to  each of the vo lun teer 
cam paigners and thanked  them  
fo r a job  w e ll done. I th ink  the 
c ircum stance o f the  lights going 
off and on jus t re in forced the 
d e d ica tio n  and  e n th u s ia sm  
shown by everyone w ho w orks 
on th is  cam pa ign  to  help peo­
ple in need in th e ir com m un i­
ties. E veryone m ain ta ined the ir 
com posure  and con tinued  as if 
the  w h o le  even t had been 
planned th is way. W e are  tru ly  
b lessed to  have G eorg ia  Pacif­
ic and the ir em ployees in our 
com m unities helping us change 
lives.

Thank you G eorg ia  Pacific 
em ployees, m anagem ent and
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Foundation  fo r a fan tastic  U nit­
ed W ay C am paign.

Kathye Beck, 
E xecutive  D irector

Joh neta  Johnson , President 
United W ay of

C o lum bia  C ounty
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