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Bstwaan the Beakands
By Nancy Burch, Librarian 
Vernonia Public Library

If last m onth ’s news artic le from  the library 
seem ed a little strange, it was the article 
from  S eptem ber 2001, that was e-m ailed by 
m istake to The Independent. To rectify that, 
th is artic le  w ill update in form ation that was 
really in tended fo r publication last month as 
well as im part the la test library news.

Jane K irkpatrick ’s visit to the library, Sep­
tem ber 22nd was well a ttended and well re­
ceived. She is a very enterta in ing speaker

and her presence here was an honor and a pleasure fo r those in 
attendance.

Paul M ichael C lock, the au thor of Punk, Rotten & Nasty, gave 
a w onderfu lly  in form ative presentation on Saturday, O ctober 12th. 
The group that was fortunate  to be present was properly im ­
pressed w ith the slides and w ith the in form ation about the saga of 
the Pacific R ailw ay & Navigation Company.

The two new com puters granted the library by the Bill and 
M elinda G ates Foundation are operab le  fo r word processing, re­
search on both Encarta Encyclopedia and Atlas, and fo r use w ith 
four M agic School Bus gam es. A tra iner from  the Foundation was 
here for two days, setting up the com puters and w ork ing with staff 
on the ir opera tion. As of th is pub lica tion, there are yet som e prob­
lem s (inoperab le  “A ” drives, a strange anti v irus m essage and no 
Internet access via  radio connection). A technica l support person 
w ill again be here, before the end o f October, to  correct the com ­
puter problem s and L.V. S choonover is w orking to get an antenna 
in place to p ick up the signal fo r rad io connection. As soon as the 
problem s have been solved, local organ izations w ill be contacted 
and invited to  v iew  and use the new  com puters w ith the im proved 
Internet system .

The novel that has la te ly been m ost requested in the library is 
The Love ly  Bones, by A lice Sebold. There are still fou r “ reserves” 
that have been placed on this book, so a w ait is in store fo r any­
one w ish ing to read the lib rary ’s one copy of this book. O ther new 
books include Blessings  by Anna Q uind len, The Apprentice  by 
Tess G erritsen, The C h ili Q ueen  by Sandra Dallas, N o One to 
Trust by Iris Johansen, K illjoy  by Ju lie  G arwood, S hrink Rap  by 
Robert B. Parker, N ights in R odanthe  by N icholas Sparks, Bette r 
to R est by Dana S tabenow, The M urder Book  by Jonathan 
Kellerm an, S ke le tons  by Kate W ilhe lm  and Thin Walls by Kris 
Nelscott. (Both Kate W ilhe lm  and Kris Nelscott are O regon au ­
thors, w ith W ilhe lm  liv ing in Eugene and Nelscott residing on the 
O regon Coast.)

In J.A. Jance ’s la test release, P artne r in Crime, J.P. Beaum ont

is sent to B isbee, Arizona, to assist Sheriff Joanna Brady. These 
are Ms. Jance ’s two popular protagonists, brought toge ther fo r the 
first tim e as they com bine skills to find the killer o f an artist who 
died while supposedly under the conscientious protection of the 
governm ent. Beaum ont and Brady, a fte r resolv ing te rrito ria l 
boundaries, form  an effective and in teresting law -enforcem ent 
team. It w ill be interesting to see w hether Jance continues to com ­
bine these two characters in her future novels.

Two o ther authors who have been very popular w ith local li­
brary patrons are Earlene Fow ler and Jennifer Chiaverin i. Both of 
these authors incorporate in form ation about quilts and quilt pa t­
terns into the ir novels. T itles include The Q u ilte r’s Apprentice, The 
C ross-C ountry Quilters, Irish Chain, S teps to the Altar, A rkansas  
Traveler, and Seven Sisters.

The novel that I most look forward to reading is Blue Shoe  by 
Anne Lamott. The book jacket describes the m ain character, M at- 
tie Ryder, as “ ...m arve lous ly  neurotic, w e ll-in tentioned, funny, re ­
ligious, sarcastic, tender, angry, and broke. And her life at the m o­
ment is a wreck, her m arriage has failed, her m other is fa iling, her 
house is rotting, her waist is expand ing ....she  has a crush on a
married m an ......” Then Mattie finds a sm all, rubber, blue shoe and
a few  o ther trifles that were left years ago in her deceased fa th e r’s 
car. These item s are said to  hold c lues to her m essy upbringing 
and, as M attie and her bro ther fo llow  these clues to uncover se ­
crets of the ir past, th is reader w ill be right there w ith them .

The book d iscussion group will m eet next on Thursday, Nov. 14 
at 7:00 p.m. in the library. Books being discussed th is m onth are 
The Long Rain  by Peter Gadol and The Bee Season  by M yla 
G oldberg. All are invited to attend and help choose the next se ­
lections.

The Friends of the L ibrary w ill next be m eeting D ecem ber 3 at 
7:00 p.m. An upcom ing project fo r the organ ization w ill be w rap ­
ping books at Barnes & Noble on Saturday, D ecem ber 14.

M onday m ornings at 10:30 will find pre-schoolers m eeting for 
the ir regular story time, fo llowed by a related craft. The Reading 
Enrichm ent Program , for o lder children, has been funded again 
this year by a grant obtained by the C olum bia C ounty C om m ission 
on Children & Fam ilies. This program  is under the leadersh ip  of 
Trish M aldonado and will take place at 3:30 on M ondays when 
school is in session. Youngsters ages 5-12 are encouraged to 
share the stories and crafts
offered a t the library through 
th is program .

French lessons 
offered locally

Beginning and Intermediate 
French classes for adults and old­
er teens, will be offered in Vernon­
ia starting in January 2003. For in­
formation on curriculum or Port­
land Community College credits, 
call instructor Madeleine Gendron 
at 503-429-9402

A nyone in te rested  in ch il­
d re n ’s c lasses m ay also call 
G endron, a Vernonia resident 
w ho te a ch e s  at A lliance  
França ise de Portland. 

Show on historic
county buildings

“Historic Treasures of Columbia 
County”, a slide show and commu­
nity discussion of historic buildings 
and sites, will be held Nov. 12,1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. at Columbia Center, 
375 S. 18th Street in St. Helens.

This event is presented by Co­
lumbia County Land Development 
Services; Moderator Ann Fulton, 
and Portland State University De­
partment of History.

For more information, call 503- 
397-1139.

Oh Fudge!
G ourm et Candy Shop

WOW / l(Ottr  Dk m S

During M urphy's 
Fall Dining Sale

All oak, mapl-», 
cherry and pine —  

Dining Tables, 
Chairs, Buffets, 
Hutches, Curios 

and Barstools 
in stock and 

on order are 
ON SALB

Just in time for 
Holiday

SERVICE • SELECTIO N •  SAVINGS EntertHningl

Vernonia Public Library 
701 Weed Avenue 
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 

a.m.-5 p.m.
Tues., Thur. 2 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Sat 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Phone: (503)429-1818

Swedish Berries • Dutch Mints 
Rock Pebbles • Orange Slices 

Assorted Jelly Beans 
Brittles - 7 Types 

Old-Fashioned Candy Sticks 
Oregon Saltwater Taffy 

Trailblazer Preserves 
Local Honey & More!!!

Bridge S treet M all 
902 Bridge St., Vernonia 

503-429-8*05
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HOT, ICED & BLENDED DRINKS & TEA 
PASTRIES • MUFFINS • COOKIES • BAGELS 

SANDWICHES • SALADS • SOUPS • CHILI • CHILI DOGS 
6' SUBS • DELI TRAYS AVAILABLE BY SPECIAL ORDER

The Best Coffee & Sandwiches from Portland to the Coast!

f  October Special:

Coats IN STOCK! 
CUSTOM PATCHES 
our specialty 
ALL SCHOOLS! 
INCREDIBLY FAST!

Your l lb o i l  S to r e

I  p h t ih lc r c t l  !  u r n itu r e

•  2962 S Baseline in Cornelius SO 3-64O -II24
•  161 26 SE Stark in Portland 503-252-5434

Hours Mon. Sot. I Oom 6pm, Sun Horn 5pm

keb«4
90 D o ,I tone at <at(i OAK •  layaway« A Finotviag

277 E. Main 
H illsboro
“A TRUSTED NAME 

SINCE 1946!"
M-F 10-6 SAT 10-4
503.648.2341

X o H a ic s
JACKETS

Lahaies.com

Buy One Get One Free! 
Juice Tanning Lotion

Tanning by Appt. or Walk-in 
Nails by Appointment______

Gift Shop Items are In!!
Mon 5a-1p *Tu-F 5a-4p • Sa 7a-4p • Su 8a-2p • Deli opens 11a

854 BRIDGE ST., VERNONIA • 503-429-9011
Winter Hours will start November 1st

Lahaies.com

