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Letters to the Editor
From page 3
end up utiliz ing all o f our re ­
sources, and then have to rely 
on M edica id fo r help, our care 
w ill cost the state m ore m oney 
than it w ill ever have saved by 
reducing OPI.

Aging in p lace is w hat peo­
ple want. I urge you to  contact 
the governor and your e lected 
public offic ia ls to re instate full 
funding fo r O regon Pro ject In­
dependence.

Merri A. Reamer 
Executive Director

Columbia County Council 
of Senior Citizens

Grass is growing at 
“ new” Spencer Park

To the Editor:
The recent February w eek of
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sunsh ine  has been a reminder, 
o r perhaps just a tease, that 
spring and better w eather are 
ju s t around the corner. W ith 
that w ill com e baseball, soft- 
ball, soccer, football and all the 
o the r better w eather sports.

This yea r Vernonia w ill have 
a “new ” fie ld to p lay on. W hile 
S pencer Park is by no means 
new, having been played on for 
well over half a century. About 
three years ago, a group got to ­
ge ther to try  and im prove the 
dra inage, s ince it was known to 
be wet even through June. As 
the dra inage problem  was be ­
ing addressed, a decision was 
m ade to expand the fie ld as 
m uch as poss ib le . Th is  in ­
creased the scope of the pro j­
ect cons iderab ly  and involved 
logging and clearing the west 
end, insta lla tion of drain pipe, 
and m oving som e 13,000 cubic 
yards of m ateria l. Today, the 
fie ld  is a lm ost a th ird  larger, re l­
a tive ly level, and grass is g row ­

ing. A lthough still wet, it’s only 
m id-February and w e are hope­
fu l that, com e spring, our com ­
m unity will have a m uch better 
fie ld to play on.

Im provem en ts  to  S pence r 
Park have been a huge under­
taking, involv ing the efforts of 
m any ind iv idua ls , com pan ies  
and the C ity of Vernonia. I have 
been priv ileged to w itness firs t­
hand the generosity  of people 
...w ith  tim e, money, equ ipm ent 
and effort. In a world  increas­
ingly driven by the bottom  line, 
it is nice to know  we have so 
m any local people and bus i­
nesses (in c lud ing  V ernon ia  
Public W orks) w illing to stick 
the ir necks out and m ake th is a 
better place fo r all.

W hile  Spencer Park is just 
one of m any im provem ents in 
V ernon ia  ove r the  last few  
years, all have benefited great­
ly from  the  co n tr ib u tio n s  of 
com m unity m em bers and bus i­
nesses. In a sm all town, the

sam e people are often hit again 
and again, like the business 
ow ne r w ho to ld  m e, “Som e 
days, if it w e ren ’t fo r people 
com ing through the door asking 
fo r free b ie s , nobody w ou ld  
com e through the door at a ll!” 
As one who has been in the po ­
sition of asking these fo lks for 
th e ir  favors , I w a n t to  say 
‘T h a n k  You” and hope ou r res i­
dents w ill express the ir app rec i­
ation of your efforts, as w ell as 
v is it you w ith the ir business.

Finally, there is no w ay tha t I 
can list all of the ind iv idua ls and 
businesses that have helped 
im prove Spencer Park ove r a 
three year period w ithout ex­
clud ing m any who helped. C on­
s ider th is a first a ttem pt at rec­
ogn iz ing  these  fo lks , and 
please call to add any m issing 
nam es or businesses fo r a fu ­
ture article. You deserve  to be 
recognized!

Follow ing are som e of the in ­
d iv idua ls and businesses who

have con tribu ted  to th is  effort: 
Gwin and Sons Logging Co., 
West Side Rock-Hayden Quar­
ry, Northwest Excavation, Kee- 
non Land Services, Bighorn 
Logging, Hayes Trucking, Wel­
ler & Sons Trucking, Wilcox & 
Flegel, City of Vernonia, Co­
lumbia County;
Jeff Burch, Matt Chesley, 
Roger-Fogel, Jim Gido, Darrell 
Gwin, Dick Gwin, Rick Gwin, 
Bill Hawkins, Stan Hawkins, 
Jerry Keenon, Marilyn Landers, 
John Malnervich, Don McLi- 
mans, Matt Monnin, Jack 
Odom, Glenn Purvee, Scott 
Rethwill, Brian Roberts, Deri 
Roberts, Steve “Cactus” 
Roberts, Bill Simmons, Ernie 
Smith, Taylor Smith, Vance 
Swinsen, Eric Taylor, Dean 
Threat, Dick Titus, John Trent, 
Don Wallace, Dennis Weller, 
Steve Weller, Bill Wilcoxen, 
John Williams, Vernonia “Clean 
-Up-Day” Participants, Vernon­
ia Volunteer Firefighters

Matt Chesley, Chairman 
Vernonia Parks Committee

Forest Resources Directory
MIKE PIHL LOGGING CO., INC.

SPECIALIZING IN PRIVATE TIMBER 
FREE ESTIMATES

5 0 3 -4 2 9 -1 4 7 0
Mobile: 503-789-1268 • Fax: 503-429-0252

1010 Bridge Street • P.O. Box 321 
Vernonia, OR 97064

TURNER LOGGING, INC .
SPECIALIZING IN THINNING OPERATIONS

No job too big 
No job too small 
We log ’em all

GREG TURNER: 503-324-7410 
MARK TURNER: 503-429-5622 

A.K. WOLFF: 503-324-4512
43995 NW Caldwell Ln. 
Banks, OR 97106

TRIPLE S  SERVICE
JONSERED •  IIUSQVARNA •  TROY-BILT 

Sales & Service
Saws • Mowers • Trimmers • Tillers 

Accessories & Logger Supplies

503-429-1011
717 Rose Ave., Vernonia

LOGGING
CORPORATION

S IN C E  1 9 8 1
ROAD BUILDING • RIGHT OF WAYS 

CUTTING, LOGGING & HAULING IN OREGON & WASHINGTON

WE BUY TIMBER - 5 0 3 -3 2 4 -2 4 2 2
VERNONIA, OREGON

Holce Logging Co., Inc.
Contract Logging & Road Building

We Buy & Sell Timber

503-429-6783
622 Bridge Street 

Vernonia, OR 97064

W A N T E D

photo courtesy of Ken Brauner

Tim ber or 
Tim berlands
• with or without 

dwellings
• cash purchasers
• free quotes

Teevin Bros. 
Land & Timber
1-50 3 -4 5 8 -6 6 7 1

F red Bergerson Logging
OREGON PROFESSIONAL LOGGER

Thinning Specialist

Your Timber M anaged to Your Needs 
5 0 3  4 2 9  8 1 8 0

13794 Clear Creek Road, Vernonia, OR 97064

ianks Lumber  Co ,
Locally Owned & Operated

Log/T im ber Buyer • C om pany Forester 
M ark Laukkanen

162 Commerce 
P. O. Box 8 
Banks, OR 97106

Home: 1-360-849-4466 
Cellular : 503-860-3698

Fax: 503-324-1782

Can’t  find The INDEPENDENT when you want it? 
Subscribe today for ju s t $15 per year!

Call 503-429-9410 to  order a subscription 
...for yourself or for a g ift.


