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County Health Partnership receives award for innovative program

The Columbia County
Health Partnership was pre-
sented the “Most Innovative
Program Award” at the annual
conference of the Special Dis-
tricts Association of Oregon
(SDAQ), in Seaside on Feb. 9.

Receiving the award were
Carolyn Keasey of Vernonia,
co-chair of the Health Partner-
ship, and Paula Becks, chair of
the Columbia Health District.

The Health Partnership is a
health-planning project in Co-
lumbia County in which the
community sets priorities for lo-
cal health needs. It is a county-
wide coalition that has en-

hanced community involve-
ment and decision-making.

The Health Partnership is
funded through grants from the
Northwest Oregon Economic
Alliance and the Office of Rural
Health, and with funding from
the Port of St. Helens. Colum-
bia Health District is the project
sponsor.

Pam Rahn, coordinator of
the Columbia County Health
Partnership, said that she has
worked with citizens in every
Columbia County community to
gather information on issues of
health resources, health prob-
lems, economic impacts, vital

statistics and projections, as
well as community members’
opinions on these issues.

The Partnership is studying
the feasibility of a Critical Ac-
cess Hospital and will make
recommendations to the Co-
lumbia Health District.

More than 350 hours has
been volunteered to the project
over the past eight months, Lu-
anne Richey of SDAO noted.
“Congratulations on a meaning-
ful project,” Richey added.

SDAO awards are present-
ed annually to a special district
with an innovative program that
is a significant benefit to the

community and can also be
adopted by other districts.

There are over 750 special dis-
tricts in the association.

United Way recognition banquet

United Way of Columbia
County announced at its Cam-
paign Celebration and Volun-
teer Recognition Banquet, that
the total raised in the 2001/
2002 Campaign was $357,505.
The goal set for the campaign
was $352,000, five percent
more than the total raised last
year.

Campaign Co-Chairs Rick
Bigelow and Tony Hyde ex-
pressed gratitude for the com-
munity’s generous response

during a difficult economy.

“We would like to thank
everyone for making this anoth-
er great campaign,” said Exec-
utive Director Kathye Beck.
“This represents a lot of hard
work and dedication by our vol-
unteers.”

St. Helens High School Jazz
Band provided music prior to
the awards ceremony. Refresh-
ments and door prizes were do-
nated by businesses and indi-
viduals from the community.

Professional Directory

Steve Sorbets, LMT
Swedish Massage * Deep Tissue * Reiki * Reflexology
REASONABLE RATES
WALK-INS

APPOINTMENT: 9)03 429 080 ACCEPTED

OPEN Tue, Tuu, 12 NooN - 7 pM = 902 BRIDGE ST., VERNONIA
Fripays & WEEKENDS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

CALL FOR

SUMMER COUNTRY MASSAGE CLINIC

Dr. Whitney Burton
Chiropractor
Providing Natural Health Care

503-429-0512 503-844-2715

VERNONIA HILLSBORO
622 BRIDGE ST., VERNONIA, OREGON

MASSAGE THERAPY

Raindrop Therapy * Deep Tissue * Ear Candling
Reiki » Swedish Massage * Reflexology

503-429-5180

1/2 OR 1 HOUR APP'T. » GIFT CERTIFICATES

MARIE KRAHN, LMT

LICENSED & CERTIFIED * QUALIFIED FOR INSURANCE

COLUMBIA COMMUNITY

MENTAL HEALTH
Outpatient Alcohol & Drug Services
INDIVIDUAL - COUPLE - FAMILY - GROUP

Driving Under the Influence Program
ODL Monitoring

503-429-1053

Be Here When They Need You!
Reach 7,000 Readers in Every Issue of

The INDEPENDENT

For Information Call

903-429-9410

Doctor of Optometry

ihi ,j G
FAMILY VISION CARE
GLASSES - CONTACT LENSES
For Appointment

Phone: 503-429-7008

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Most insurance accepted.
Call for information.
622 Bridge Street, Vernonia

Providence Family Medicine
Vernonia

Most Insurances Accepted
Monday-Friday 8-5
Call 503-429-9191 Appointment

Mark Livingston, M.D. ¢ Laura Nichols, P.A.C.
510 BRIDGE STREET « VERNONIA

N

Kristine Samuelson
MSPT
Physical Therapist

Mon. & Wed. 8 am-6 p.m.
Providence Family Medicine

503-429-9191
Scheduling: 503-216-2004
PHYSICIAN REFERRAL REQUIRED » MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

General Dentistry
for the
Entire Family

* New Patients Welcome
* Most Insurances Accepted
* Personalized Dental Care

Mon., Tue. and Fri., 8 am - 5 pm
can H03-429-2675 appoint

Keep your Smile in Style

VERNONIA FAMILY DENTAL

Daniel Rodriguez, D.D.S.
622 Bridge Street * Vernonia

VALLEY VETERINARY CLINIC

Large & Small Animals
9 am-5:30 pm, Every Thursday
near Sunnyside Cafe
58376 Nehalem Hwy. S., Vernonia
Call for Appointment:

1-503-556-3084

26072 Hwy. 30, Rainier

Midway Veterinary Clinic
SMALL & LARGE ANIMALS

Wednesdays 10 am-4 pm
805 Bridge Street, Vernonia

Call for Appointment

503-429-1612

or St. Helens: 1-397-6470
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INORTHWEST
FamiLy DENTAL

Now Offers New Patients
FREE TOOTH WHITENING

For a limited time, all new patients who come in and receive
their Cleaning, Exam and Required X-Rays
receive a FREE Tooth Whitening Kit. ($350.00 value)

Please call for limitations and exclusions.
Gentle, Caring Dentistry in a Relaxed Atmosphere
New and Emergency Patients Welcome!
DR. SArA Evans, DMD, PC.

503 556-0002
Toll Free 1-800-809-2122
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