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Men, women and children,
including large numbers of
shooters from Canada and
around the United States, are
all fascinated by the fast-draw
competition, with its roots in the
world of movie westerns, as
they compete for trophies and
cash prizes in different cate-
gories.

Fast draw features two sep-
arate events; the first is a head-
to-head shootout with a balloon
target, with two shooters, vying
for the best of ten rounds in
both speed and accuracy. Bul-
lets are not used in this event.
The target balloons are burst
by excess powder in the car-
tridge.

In the second competition,
contestants use 45 caliber am-
munition with a shotgun primer
and a bullet made of wax.
Shooters compete individually,
with targets that are 20 inches
wide and 40 inches high, firing
from distances of five, eight,
10, 12, and 15 feet.
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This Alternative Stage, a
free three-day festival of coun-
try, rock, blues and folk music,
will start Friday at 4:00 p.m.,
and continue through the
weekend. The 2001 Alternative
Stage will be dedicated to the
memory of Bob Ragsdale and
Mark French, two people who
celebrated life with music.

The Stage is located in the
lot behind the Joy Theater and
the Lyon’'s Den. There is no for-
mal seating and all who attend
are encouraged to bring any
items necessary to be comfort-
able. Audience participation is
encouraged during this casual,
outdoor event.

Saturday and Sunday per-

Alternative Stage a great place to relax and enjoy lots of music

formances will start at approxi-
mately 1:00 p.m. and wind up
at around 10 p.m. on Saturday,
and 5:00 p.m. on Sunday. A
complete schedule of perform-
ers may be found elsewhere in
this publication.

The Alternative Stage is
free, live entertainment, and
donations are gladly accepted
to help offset the expenses of
musicians, many of whom trav-
el a long way to perform. A tip

jar will be available, or spon-
sorship contributions may be

made directly to the Alternative
Stage, c/o Lowell J. Mitchell,
2323 NW Marshall #7, Port-
land, OR 97210, or call 503-
772-4132.

gun slingers compete at fast draw action

Speed, agility and accuracy are needed by successful con-
testants in the Fast Draw competition.

Contests are measured by a
digital timer which reads the
action to 275/1000 of a second.
The weapons used in these
events are usually Colt 45s or
Ruger .357s bored to 45 cal-
ibers.

The shootout will begin Sat-

urday, August 4, at 10:30 a.m.
in Hawkins Park. Registration
is at 10:00 a.m.

Ray and Claire Thielke spon-
sor the event. Ray is chairman
of the board of the World Fed-
eration Fast-draw Association.

Synchro swim team demonstration at Cedar Ridge

Vernonia Teen Alex Hayes
will again bring her team of
synchronized swimmers 1o
Cedar Ridge Sports Camp for
a Jamboree performance on
Friday, August 3, at 7:00 p.m.

The 16 year-old Vernonia
High School senior has nine
years of experience in this de-
manding sport and has started
a synchro program in St. He-
lens. Though she was an as-
sistant coach with the North

is her first year as head coach.

Admission to this event is a
donation, plus one non-perish-
able food item to go to the Ver-
nonia Cares Food Bank. All
proceeds will benefit Vernonia

Cares.

Cedar Ridge is located at
18062 Keasey Road, about
two miles north of Vernonia. To
get there, take State Avenue
from Bridge Street; State be-
comes Keasey Road.

Please support the advertisers
who make this community
newspaper possible.
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