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More Letters. . .
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From page 10

| found it very interesting
that only two candidates had
spouses worth mentioning. Yes
they are district teachers, and
they do have names. If spousal
occupation is of such rele-
vance | would have appreciat-
ed knowing the names and oc-
cupations of the other candi-
date's spouses. One cannot
help but sense that there is an
attempt here to show some
sort of conflict of interest. This
is certainly not the case. Randy
Hansen and | are both con-
cerned parents and taxpayers
of this district. Remember this
is an elected non-paying volun-
teer position which we are
seeking. To the voters, | can
assure you that | would remove
myself from any teacher con-
tract negotiations and that is
most likely reassuring to many
teachers because when it
comes to government spend-
ing | consider myself to be fair-
ly conservative. If our spousal
occupation relationship is a
problem for anyone just re-
member that within our district
we have two paid administra-
tors in supervisor/subordinate
positions that are united in
marriage.

Last month | was asked by
an Independent staff member
why | did not seek appointment
to one of the three vacant
board positions within the last
year and why | choose to run
now. | attempted to politely an-
swer, but for some reason |
sensed that my answers were
not quite good enough. For the
voters | can share that | have
been vaguely considering this
position from afar for about two
years now. | did not seek ap-
pointment primarily because at
that time | was not ready or
willing to commit myself men-
tally or physically to the posi-
tion. Furthermore | did not wish
to be appointed at that time as
| would have otherwise felt an
obligation to the other board
members and less so to the
voting public and my personal
beliefs. As my interest grew |
began to attend the regularly
scheduled board meeting in at-
tempt to learn about them.
Honestly | can say | have not
learned much, other than | per-
sonally believe there needs to
be changes. | do not know all
the issues, nor do | have hard
and fast answers, but | am will-
ing to work with the new board
and superintendent to make

our school a better place for
our children. | attended my first
meeting December. It was
there that | first realized how
few people attended. Whether
elected or not | hope to make
my attendance a future priority.

Some might say that | am
critical of administrators, you
are probably right. There is a
reason why they are paid their
substantial salaries. Regard-
less of how much education,
knowledge, and experience
they may have, it is an opinion
shared by many that they still
must earn it. Effective two way
communication is paramount
at all levels; building rapport
with students, parents, all em-
ployees, and the community is
a responsibility that will trans-
late into trust and respect.
Everyone involved must share
in this, but a greater burden of
accountability falls on the ad-
ministration and the board.

| have not met, nor do |
know all the current board
members. | wholeheartedly be-
lieve that the current board is
made up of some very fine
people with many good inten-
tions and attributes. It is the
groups dynamics that are in
question. It is time for a

change. | had wished to stay
clear of this stage knowing that
if elected | would be working
within the very group | am criti-
cizing. After all the “warm
fuzzies” in the letters to the ed-
itor last issue it seems only fair
to share an opposing view-
point. Though certainly not en-
tirely true there is a perception
amongst some of the commu-
nity concerning the boards
work. This can be somewhat
visualized as a mother goose
leading her seven goslings

from the park to the pond. They
all share the same final goal,
but the same trail as well. Per-
sonally | would rather see sev-
en individuals traveling seven
different paths with one follow-
ing close behind and arriving at
the common goal together.

To serve this district one
does not need a great occupa-
tional title, or be a financial wiz-
ard, but rather exercise com-
mon sense, be willing to listen,
and then act accordingly. Al-
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Redi-Mix Concrete

Residential, Com-
mercial, Industrial

Asphalt Paving of
all types

Driveways, Parking
Lots and Roads

503-543.7141 44 Yrs. of Quality Service!

Info at Baker-Rock.com

service Directory

FREE ESTIMATES

33485 E. CROWN ZELLERBACH ROAD.
NORTH CITY LIMITS OF SCAPPOOSE, HWY 30

TONEY JOHNSON
CONSTRUCTION

Hillsboro Pump Service*

GARDNERS

FARM & HOME SUPPLY

Specializing in Remodel & Repair

DRYROT FENCING
DRYWALL DECKS
TILE, VINYL SIDING
ROOFING CCB# 85280

“Have Tools Will Travel”

503-429-7009 Mobile: 503-939-8083

DENNIS ELECTRIC, INC.

/. 503-429-8930

FREE ESTIMATES
CCB No. 19808

Dennis & Schann Nelson

16725 Timber Rd. E., Vernonia, OR 97064

PUMP INSTALLATION & SERVICE

WATER TREATMENT
SYSTEMS

24 Hour
Emergency Service

TRENCHING
AR IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

CCB 120254

503 357-4217

*Recommended by Wally Vaughn,
Nehalem Valley Pump Co.

Large & Small Animal and Pet Feed, Care Items, Dog & Cat Food, Animal
Hardware, Fencing, Straw Shavings, Eastern Oregon Alfalfa & Grass Hay

GALES UPHOLSTERY

ESTIMATES - SAMPLE BOOKS
503-429-6481

Hrs: Tues-Fri 10-6...Sat 10-4  1-1/2 Miles north Vernonia Hwy 47

- RAY | +he NEW WAY
41::5135 MOVING & STORAGE
Pt 55 1-800-570-5296
PPOINTME :
AVAILABLE }\jNorId_Wldg Movers
‘ _ aul Arpin Vanlines Agency
503-429-4000 540 Milton Way
821 BRIDGE ST., VERNONIA St. Helens, OR 97051

VINCENT BAKER
CONSTRUCTION

o EXCaAvAtiON.........cccocveees CCB #109588
» Septic Installation............ DEQ #37688

* Concrete Flatwork / Walls
LICENSED = INSURED * FREE ESTIMATES

503-429-5014

The Dog House
motorcycles & small engines

PICKUP & DELIVERY

503-429-9107

Charles A. Rogers
yamachar@ gateway.net
57743 Timber Road, Vernonia, OR 97064

Meyer’s Auto Body

GARY MEYER

Ownet
Phone:

503- P‘) ()"18

‘NORTHWEST EXCAVATING SERVICES
OR LIC. 106893 DEQ 37308
« Licensed Septic Installations ¢ Ditches * Site Preparation
« Land Clearing & Leveling * Driveways * Drain Fields
LICENSED + BONDED + INSURED

Dick Titus — 503-429-1492
57230 Timber Road, Vernonia, OR 97064

i, Quality Home Remodeling

Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Ceramic Tile,

Finish Carpentry
& Much More!

Jim Morrison Jr.
“~General Contractor

(503)...._{{%.%97911—.;,54

LEE’S RENTALS

Tractor w/Backhoe & Attachments
Shop Tools & Equipment

AY L 5034293010

/ @”@

ek Rd

PoOPPINO
PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured « CCB No. 90548

503-429-7101

“

THE YARD DOCTOR, INC.

Landscaping * Sprinkler systems

Allen Reinsch * 503-429-4761
P. O. Box 316, Vernonia, OR 97064 « LCB 5012

ECON-O-FAB
Pole
Buildings

P.O. Box 62
Aloha, OR J:(;H

503-649-5454
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