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Local events shown 
now on public cable
To the Editor:

I hope that many of you in 
town have been enjoying see­
ing things happening around 
Vernonia on our own channel 
7. I have filmed basketball 
games, city council meetings, 
David Wu’s visit, the school 
board candidates and more. 
There is a buzz out there and 
people are talking about this. I 
do apologize for the volume 
when it is being aired. Just turn 
your volume up for now and, 
hopefully, this will be some­
thing that I can remedy fairly 
soon.

I would like to inform you 
how this process works. I film 
events in town and send the 
VHS tape with our city adminis­
trator, Mike Sykes, as he lives 
near the guy that runs the ca­
ble station in St. Helens. Mike 
drops the tape at Chuck Purvis’ 
house. Chuck prepares the 
Vernonia tape on Mondays and 
sends it to the County Commis­
sioners meeting on Wednes­
day for Tony Hyde to bring 
back here to Vernonia. Tony 
gets it to me and I give it to our 
own CATV to put into play, 
which is not always on that 
same day. Why don’t we just 
mail it? The answer is cost. 
The cable station runs on do­
nated money and usually does 
not have alot of money to run 
it’s business/function/etc. It is 
because of this transportation 
issue of tapes being sent here 
and there, that we do not al­
ways get functions on channel 
7 in as timely of a manner as I 
would like to see. Hopefully, 
this will get better with time as 
the bugs get worked out, but 
for the time being, I am grateful 
this is even happening.

This brings me to my next 
subject which is one of recruit­
ment. Currently, I am doing all 
of the filming, etc., and would 
love some help. You do not 
have to be an ace camera op­
erator. At this point, I am using 
my own personal camcorder, 
which is just a bottom of the 
line model. I am no profession­
al photographer, by any 
means. It is really very simple 
to do and the hardest part of all 
is remembering that you can’t 
talk while filming or everything 
you say is on television for 
everyone to hear. By filming, 
you can be in touch with what 
is going on in Vernonia and al­
lowing these things to reach 
the homes of people who 
maybe can’t get out or are just 
too tired to leave their home af­
ter a long day at work.

I would like to put out a plea 
to anyone who might be inter­
ested in helping with this en­
deavor. I am working on getting 
a better and bigger camera 
from the cable station. We do 
need to do something about 
the volume issue. If you are in­
terested, call Donna Gehrke at 
503-429-5201.

The television viewing times 
for Vernonia are Sunday, 1-5 
pm, Monday 4-8 pm, Tues­

day, 12-4 pm, Wednesday, 5-9 
pm, Thursday, 5-9 am, Friday, 
10-2 pm and Saturday, 9-1 am.

I am working on getting 
these times changed, as well. I 
would like to see it play 5-9 pm 
weekdays and 9-1 pm week­
ends or something similar. At 
least that way, it is more con­
sistent every day and if you 
miss it, you can just record it. 
Remember that if you cannot 
donate time, we will always 
take money to buy much need­
ed supplies like an additional 
deck for Vernonia so we can 
have more than just four hours 
a day of viewing.

Donna Gehrke 
Vernonia

Jamboree planning 
is getting underway

To the Editor:
The Friendship Jamboree 

needs the help of the citizens 
of Vernonia. I have been on the 
committee for the last three 
years and, each year, the com­
mittee has had to scramble 
around to find enough people 
to do just the basics.

Over the years, I can’t count 
the times I have heard some­
one criticize how poorly the 
Jamboree has been run. Re­
member, when you point your 
finger, there are three pointing 
back at you. It takes the com­
mitment of the community to 
execute a community event. I 
hope this year, each business, 
especially the ones that re­
ceive a direct benefit from the 
Jamboree, have at least one 
individual active in the planning 
and execution of the Jam­
boree.

Murphy's Furniture is Celebrating
stPatrick's Day Sale
March 1st Through March 18th, with every purchase win

one of 200 gifts or up to 30% off!
Dining Sets 
Desks & Office Furniture 
Occasional Chairs & Rockers 
Sofa, Loveseats 
End Tables, Coffee Tables 
Mirrors, Lamps, Accessories
Bunk Beds & Children's "
Bedroom Sets
Display Cabinets 0
Bedroom Suites
High Chairs, Cribs
Toy Boxes & Chests

Lucky Leprechaun Cookies & 
Pot O'Gold Punch 

Every Saturday and Sunday

JOIN US AT THE MURPHY'S S I  PATRICK'S DAY 
PARADE

la  downtown Hillsboro Saturday, March 17th
Benefiting the Hillsboro Boy's & Girl's Club 

Live Music & Food! All Welcome!
Party after the Parade at Murphy's

“Quality Wood & 
Upholstered Furniture"

LOCAL DCLIVIRY AVAILABLY FOB O U * CUSTOMIBS AND FWIINDS IN  TILLAMOOK COUNTY

No levy, Banks Council decides; will 
try to reduce expenditures and deficit

After lengthy discussion, the 
Banks City Council agreed last 
month that they are not inter­
ested in pursuing a one-year 
levy to eliminate a large deficit. 
Council members felt that the 
public would not support the 51 
percent increase in property 
taxes that a one year levy 
would require.

Mayor Bob Orlowski project­
ed a deficit of $120,000 to 
$125,000 at the end of the fis­
cal year, June 30, 2001. After 
reviewing all expenditures, Or­
lowski said he understands 
how the city achieved the mon­
umental deficit.

He also updated new coun­
cilors on the acquisition and 
sale of property at 140 Market

I urge you to attend the 
meeting at Lew’s Place on 
Thursday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. 
and volunteer to be a part of 
this year’s Friendship Jam­
boree. Without your support, 
there may not be a future for 
the Vernonia Friendship Jam­
boree.

Randy Parrow 
Vernonia

Candidate feels he 
was treated unfairly
To the Editor:

To better inform voters of my 
candidacy my previous letter 
[Ed. note: The letter referred to 
wasn't printed because we can't 
give any more space to Mr. Jones, 
but we want to leave his criticism.] 
was text that was written in re­
sponse to the original ques­
tionnaire sent to all candidates.

2962 S Baseline 
Cornelius •  503-640-1124

18126 SESTork 
Portland •  503-252-5434 

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10om-6pm, Sun. 11am-5pm _ _ _ _

90 DAYS SAME AS CASH OAC 
LAYAWAYS & FINANCING

§

Street for which the city paid 
$80,000. Plans to use the 
property for the Police Depart­
ment became unnecessary 
when the State Police moved 
out of city premises. The city 
then sold the property for 
$70,000 on a three-year con­
tract, with a monthly payment 
of $500. The city will not realize 
much return from the sale for 
2-1/2 to three years.

City attorney Jim Lucas has 
been researching potential the 
consequences of the city’s 
continuing to operate at a 
deficit. State budget law places 
limitations on local budgets, 
but the consequences of deficit 
operation are not clear.

Lucas is concerned that pre-

It was a misunderstanding on 
my part that my thoughts would 
be shared as written. I recog­
nize space limitations and your 
need to summarize, para­
phrase, and omit. I am certain 
that it was your intent to be fair 
and give equal paper space to 
all candidates. However, 
through summary, omissions, 
and otherwise wording you 
give a very good editorial with 
strong biases throughout the 
entire list of candidates. It 
would be a recommendation of 
mine that in future elections 
when soliciting candidate’s 
opinions as a public service 
please give them a word limit 
and print as written and leave 
the editorials to a separate arti­
cle.

Please see page 14

LOW CO$T CAR LOANS
Vernonia Federal Credit Union •  5 0 3 4 2 9 -8 0 3 1

CORNELIUS AUTO SALES
2761 BASELINE, CORNELIUS 
1025 BRIDGE ST., VERNONIA 

CALL ANYTIME: 693-7031 rc
. .. . ...........,. .........

1988 FORD AEROSTAR XLT
A/C, tilt, cruise............................................................$1,895
1982 VW VANAGON 7 passenger........ .............$1,495
1990 NISSAN SENTRA2 -Door, gas saver... ....$1,295
1985 CHEV CELEBRITY 4-Door. pzs, p/b........$999
1987 FORD TAURUS 4-door sedan...... ............$1,095
1991 TOYOTATERCEL Clean, runs excellent... $2,995
1992 TOYOTA TERCEL Premium wheel.... ......$3,995
1993 SENTRA XE 2-Dr, p/s, p/b, a/c, tape........$4,995
1993 HONDA DEL SOL 17” wheels, more... .....$5,495
1994 FORD BRONCO XL Full Size,
A/C, tilt, tape................................................................$5,995
1992 CHEV CORSICA 4-Dr sedan, full power.... $2,995
1995 NISSAN P/U A/C, CD, P/S,P/B, clean.... .....$6,495
1991 FORD F-250 XLT 4x4 Diesel, loaded.. ...$7,995
1996 DODGE P/U Short wide, lift, loaded!.... ......$15,995
1993 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE _  _
Loaded, super clean................................... ..................$7,495^

Spring la Just Around the Corner!!

vious inter-fund borrowing, if 
found to be in violation of state 
law, could result in a legal chal­
lenge to the city. Council asked 
for clarification of what authori­
ty or agency they need to re­
spond to or request help from.

Three measures were ap­
proved to further reduce the 
deficit, including:

-  Discontinuing janitorial 
services for police department 
and city hall, saving 
$135/month.

Installing programmable but 
manually controlled ther­
mostats in city hall/police de­
partment to allow heat to be re­
duced or turned off when build­
ing is empty. Natural gas bill 
was $158 last month. The new 
equipment will cost $110 plus 
installation fees.

Discontinue paying for mow­
ing and general clean up at 
Boy Scout Park. Councilor 
Gary Coffey volunteered to get 
this work done, saving $35-$50 
per month.

The council’s next regular 
meeting will be Tuesday, 
March 13, at 7:00 p.m.

Linn Oil in Banks
WE DELIVER

FURNACE & STOVE OIL
Armstrong & Bear Mtn.

Wood Pellets 
Breckwell Pellet Stoves

Open 8 -6 * 7  Days 
182 Main Street


